





Directions: Read the article and answer the questions that follow.

Follow That Mouse

1 Where Is It?
Have you ever tried to tell friends how to
find your home? If so, chances are you gave
them more than an address. You probably
included additional information such as
landmarks or spatial references. For
example, you might have told them your
apartment was across from the pool. Maybe
you mentioned that your house was about
halfway down the street. These extra details
help people find their way. They are also a
useful way for people to check that they are
not lost.

2 Ask a Mouse
When it comes to finding their way back home, mice are definitely in first place. Some
animals, such as dogs, use their sense of smell to keep from getting lost. Wood mice,
however, use a much different method. In fact, these tiny critters find their way around in
much the same way we do!

3 Recently scientists at Oxford University found that wood mice have a rare ability. They
actually create a type of “road sign” to tell themselves which way to go. The signs are
reminders. They help the mice follow their own internal map. Until now, most people did
not think animals could do this. They thought it was a trait found only in humans.

4 Turn Right at the Brown Leaf
Wood mice live in large open fields. One part of the field looks much like the next.
Scientists wondered how wood mice kept from getting lost without landmarks. How did
they remember where they hid food? By studying a group of these mice, researchers
learned that the mice mark important spots. Apparently these clever rodents pile twigs,
seeds, leaves, and other materials at places they want to remember.

5  What is truly remarkable is that these markers are visual. Wood mice have large eyes.
They rely on their vision to find their way. House mice, by contrast, follow their own scent
to get back to their nests. However, leaving a scent trail in an open field could be very
dangerous. Enemies might use it to track down the little mice. Wood mice do not have to
worry about this. Other animals do not know what their markers mean, and the wood
mice are not telling!
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6 It's like what people do when they hide their keys under a stone,” says Pavel Stopka, one
of the scientists studying the mice. "Nobody but the person who put the stone there
knows what’s hidden underneath. It's sort of like, ‘I've got a secret.” ” The mice sometimes
make markers to show where food is hidden. Other markers point out the precise location
of a hole that leads back home.

7 Try It in the Lab
Researchers wanted to learn more about this unusual behavior. To do so, they needed to
study the mice more closely. They decided to place a group of mice inside a box and film
their activity. They also put some small plastic discs and a small amount of food in the
box. Soon the mice began moving the discs. They used them to hide food. They also
shifted them from place to place as they moved farther and farther away from their
nesting area. This surprising behavior has scientists around the world wanting to know
more.

8 “As far as we are aware,” says Stopka, “this is the first description of the use of portable
markers by a non-human mammal.” Stopka believes this new information may change
how people think about these little creatures. I think that this is one of the first steps in
realizing that mice are not as silly as we probably originally thought,” he adds. One thing
seems certain. These remarkable rodent road signs will be a focus of scientific research for
some time to come.

37 Based on the information in paragraph 4, a reader can conclude that
wood mice —

A can tell white from other colors

B recognize circles and other shapes

C mark their paths with what is available
D prefer using discs to mark their paths
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38 How do dogs find their way around?

F By remembering landmarks

By making visual markers

By following paths made by humans
By using their sense of smell
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39 According to paragraph 5, how are wood mice different from house mice?

A Wood mice have a better sense of smell.
B Wood mice do not mark their paths.

C Wood mice use visual clues.

D Wood mice live in nests.



40 What can the reader conclude from this study’s research?

F That wood mice have adapted well to their environment
That wood mice can teach humans to give better directions
That wood mice rely on scent for mapping

That wood mice must have learned mapping from humans
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41 In which section would the author include information about experiments
with wood mice?
A Where Is It?
B Ask a Mouse
C Turn Right at the Brown Leaf
D Try Itinthe Lab



42 Look at this outline.

Habits of Wood Mice

. Introduction
A. People often give each other
spoken directions.
B. People often use signs.

Il. Mice and Directions
A. Mice are better at directions than
other non-human mammals.
B. Mice make signs to paths.

[ll. Mice and Signs
A. Mice use twigs, seeds, and other
objects to make signs.
B.

Which information belongs on the blank line?

F Landmarks can show where food is or identify holes.
Scientists have begun to study mice and their landmarks.
Mice rely on a sense of smell to mark their paths.

Mice may actually be smarter than people realized.
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43 The best resource for more information on wood mice would probably be —

A a book called How to Keep Your Pet Mouse Healthy and Happy
B an article in Science Digest called “North or South? Ask a Mouse”
C a television show called Mouse Tales

D an interview with the author of Make a Mouse Your Pet
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44 Which key words should a student use for an Internet search about the

45

studies in the article?

F

“ Io

Complete the following analogy.

Oxford University, mice, research

Wood, mice, habits
Scientists, Oxford, research
Maps, directions, mice

Individual is to group as —

A

B
C
D

simple is to easy
person is to friend
bird is to flock
regular is to ordinary



Answer Key-6063-R0117

Test Sequence Reporting
Number Correct Answer Category Reporting Category Description
1 C 001 Use word analysis strategies and information resources
2 F 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
3 C 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
4 J 001 Use word analysis strategies and information resources
5 D 001 Use word analysis strategies and information resources
6 J 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
7 A 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
8 G 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
9 A 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
10 G 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
11 C 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
12 G 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
13 C 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
14 H 001 Use word analysis strategies and information resources
15 A 001 Use word analysis strategies and information resources
16 H 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
17 C 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
18 J 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
19 B 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
20 J 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
21 D 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
22 F 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
23 C 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
24 F 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
25 B 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
26 F 001 Use word analysis strategies and information resources
27 C 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
28 H 001 Use word analysis strategies and information resources
29 B 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
30 J 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
31 A 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
32 H 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
33 A 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
34 J 001 Use word analysis strategies and information resources
35 C 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
36 J 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
37 C 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
38 J 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
39 C 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
40 F 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
41 D 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
42 F 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials
43 B 001 Use word analysis strategies and information resources
44 F 001 Use word analysis strategies and information resources
45 C 001 Use word analysis strategies and information resources




Grade 6 Reading, Core 1

If you get this Then your
many items converted scale
correct: score is:
0 000
1 097
2 142
3 169
4 189
5 205
6 219
7 230
8 241
9 251
10 260
11 269
12 277
13 284
14 292
15 299
16 306
17 313
18 319
19 326
20 332
21 339
22 345
23 352
24 358
25 364
26 371
27 377
28 384
29 391
30 398
31 405
32 413
33 421
34 429
35 438
36 447
37 457
38 468
39 481
40 495
41 511
42 532
43 560
44 600
45 600




