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Directions: Read the flier and answer the questions that follow.

Writers! Poets! Photographers! Artists!

Join the Staff of Northfield School News and Notes

What Can You Do?

Poetry*

Sports

Requirements:

How Do You Join?
Turn in a letter of application and a list of any job

preferences to Mrs. James.

Deadline: September 5th

Questions? See Mrs. James in room 216.

Photography* Cartoons/Illustrations*

Reviews* Current School Events

 Our monthly poetry page
 features original poetry
 written by Northfield
students. We welcome all
types of poetry:

      We always need students to
   attend sports events and
  give a firsthand account of
 the game. This job includes
 a bonus–the sportswriter
receives free tickets.

      •  Meetings are every Monday from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the library.

      •  Additional meetings for complicated projects and special assignments
 are Wednesdays from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. as needed.

      •  The first meeting is Monday, September 8, at 3:30 p.m. in the library.
 Attendance for new staff members is mandatory for this meeting but is
 not required for last year’s staff.

      *Materials submitted for publication must include student’s name and address.
    Anonymous submissions will not be considered.

      Use the school’s state-of-
   the-art camera technology
  to take pictures for the
 paper. This is your chance to
 tell the story of our school
through pictures.

        We are always looking for
    student cartoons and
   illustrations. Being published
  in the Northfield School
 News and Notes can be the
 beginning of an impressive
art portfolio.

  Help us review current
 movies, music, and best-
 selling books by giving us
 your point of view. Here’s
 your chance to tell everyone
 your perspective on the mind-
 boggling mystery you just
 read or the science fiction
movie playing at the theater.

Report on current school
events such as the upcoming
science fair and the 8th
grade trip to the art museum.
Get behind the scenes and
give everyone a close-up
description of the event.

 •  free verse
•   ballads
•   haiku

    Our school newspaper is published monthly from September through May.
We depend on the dedicated efforts of student volunteers. This could mean you!
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26 A student interested in the “Reviews” section of this flier probably enjoys —

F attending different school academic events
G reading books and watching movies
H attending school athletic events
J taking photos and writing poetry

24 The “What Can You Do?” section is meant to —

F explain the paper’s policies and procedures
G show samples of student-written news articles
H provide examples of possible newspaper jobs
J help students improve their writing abilities

25 The reader may best infer that the Northfield School News and Notes —

A does include materials written by teachers and staff
B does not charge students for copies of the paper
C does publish a variety of material that interests students
D does not allow sixth and seventh graders on the staff

27 The purpose of this flier is to —

A encourage students to write more often
B persuade students to buy the school paper
C inform students of upcoming school events
D recruit students to work on the school paper

VASpr08 Gr8 Read RB  3/28/08  1:10 PM  Page 17



18

29 In the section just before “Requirements,” what does the word 
Anonymous mean?

A not well written
B late or incomplete
C name not given
D written by hand

28 Which question is answered in the “Photography” section?

F What types of photographs does the newspaper need?
G Do students need previous photography experience?
H Do students need to have their own camera equipment?
J How many photographers does the newspaper need?

31 Mrs. James asks students to include job preferences in order to —

A learn which students have previous experience
B determine which students are the best workers
C assign students to positions that they will enjoy
D limit the number of students on the staff

30 The tone of this flier is —

F cautionary
G persuasive
H supportive
J appreciative
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32 What is the most likely reason Mrs. James requires a letter of application?

F To find out how well students follow instructions
G To verify that students are making good grades
H To avoid unnecessary meetings
J To evaluate students’ skills and interests

34 Complete the following analogy.

Photograph is to picture as —

F haiku is to poem
G ticket is to concert
H report is to event
J job is to volunteer

33 The reader may best infer that special assignments —

A involve using the school’s camera equipment
B are usually reserved for experienced staff members
C often require additional planning and preparation
D require a team of student reporters working together
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Directions: Read the article and answer the questions that follow.

Recycled Shoes

1 Nike®, a major United States sportswear company, has spent the last several years doing
some serious “sole” searching. In other words, the company wants your smelly, old
sneakers. Why would anyone want dirty, worn-out shoes? The material used to make most
sneakers is extremely flexible. Nike, in its “Reuse-a-Shoe” program, uses this soft, shock-
absorbent material for creating playgrounds and high-performance athletic surfaces.

2 People are encouraged to drop off their unwanted shoes at one of the company’s
collection sites. The company furnishes area retailers, community agencies, and school
groups with tools to promote the collection effort. These tools include posters, radio, and
print advertisements. Any used shoes are welcomed as long as they do not have metal
cleats or eyelets. After approximately five thousand pairs of shoes have been collected,
Nike sends a huge tractor-trailer to pick up the shoes and take them to the company’s
recycling plant in Oregon. Since 1993, millions of pairs of shoes have been recycled. The
company currently has more than 50 collection sites located throughout 35 states. It also
has similar collection programs in the United Kingdom, Australia, and Japan.

3 After the shoes arrive in Oregon, they are sliced and separated into three sections: the
top, the middle shoe, and the outer sole. These components are ground into tiny pellets.
The small particles are then thoroughly cleaned and sent to partner companies to be
made into athletic surfaces.

4 Pellets made from the fabric or leather tops of the shoe are used to make padding that
goes underneath hardwood basketball floors. The foam middle of the shoe is used to
make artificial basketball courts, tennis courts, and soft playground surfaces. The pellets
made from the heavy rubber bottoms, or soles, of the shoes are made into football,
baseball, and soccer fields. These pellets are also used to make running tracks.

5 Each year Nike selects neighborhoods that could benefit from having new sports surfaces.
So far, the company has helped build more than 170 sports surfaces in communities
around the world. One such sports surface is found at Striker Park in Richmond, Virginia.

6 The average life of a pair of sneakers is very predictable. Once the shoes become too
worn-out to donate to charity or pass on to a friend, they are usually thrown away. A
garbage truck takes the sneakers to a landfill. The materials used to make sneakers are
not biodegradable, so they remain at the landfill year after year. All those shoes have had
a significant impact on our landfills.

7 Because Nike reduced the amount of waste going to the landfills and provided
communities with safe playgrounds and excellent sports surfaces, it has received many
awards from the recycling community. The company eventually plans to recycle old
sneakers into brand-new sneakers, but for now, they are pleased to partner with other
companies who help to put all those old shoes to good use.

“Nike” is a registered trademark of Nike, Inc.
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35 What is paragraph 2 mainly about?

A Who creates posters and advertisements promoting recycling of sneakers
B Why shoes with metal cleats or eyelets are not recycled
C Where the plant the company uses to recycle sneakers is located
D How the company collects shoes for its recycling program

38 Paragraph 6 is mainly about —

F what causes sneakers to wear out
G charities that sell used sneakers
H what happens to most old sneakers
J materials used to make sneakers

37 The author organizes paragraph 4 by —

A comparing different kinds of sports surfaces
B describing uses for different parts of the sneakers
C explaining the process used to grind the sneakers
D examining how a surface is built from start to finish

36 In paragraph 3, the word components means —

F parts or sections of equipment
G estimates of product quality
H types or categories of objects
J materials of considerable value
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41 The soles of sneakers are used —

A for football, baseball, and soccer fields
B as padding below basketball courts
C to create soft playground surfaces
D in the production of new sneakers

40 The company sets up collection sites in order to —

F store shoes for community agencies and schools
G separate the shoes according to size and condition
H count the large numbers of shoes that are donated
J make it easier for people to donate their old shoes

39 Why does the sportswear company create sports surfaces from old shoes?

A To help professional athletes practice their skills
B To help ease the impact their product has on landfills
C To encourage company employees to stay in shape
D To convince area retailers to sell their products

42 The company does not recycle metal cleats because —

F metal cleats are not worn by many people
G metal is much more expensive than rubber
H the metal cannot be separated from the rest
J the metal parts are not used to create sports surfaces
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45 Complete the following analogy.

Sneaker is to shoe as basketball is to —

A sport
B court
C talent
D tennis

44 Which is the best summary of this article?

F Most worn-out sneakers are eventually deposited in community landfills where they
remain for many years.

G A sportswear company collects worn-out sneakers and uses their materials to help
construct playground and sports surfaces.

H More than 170 communities have new playground or sports surfaces built by a
major United States sportswear company.

J A major United States sportswear company provides collection sites where
consumers may drop off worn-out sneakers.

43 The reader may best conclude that the sportswear company —

A donates many shoes to area kids
B pays people for their old sneakers
C recycles other types of sportswear
D cares about the environment
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Test Sequence

NNumber Correct Answer

Reporting

CCategory Reporting Category Description

1 C 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

2 H 001 Use word analysis strategies and information resources

3 B 001 Use word analysis strategies and information resources

4 H 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

5 D 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

6 G 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

7 C 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

8 J 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

9 B 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

10 G 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

11 C 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

12 J 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

13 A 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

14 G 001 Use word analysis strategies and information resources

15 A 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

16 F 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

17 B 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

18 F 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

19 B 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

20 G 001 Use word analysis strategies and information resources

21 D 001 Use word analysis strategies and information resources

22 H 001 Use word analysis strategies and information resources

23 D 001 Use word analysis strategies and information resources

24 H 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

25 C 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

26 G 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

27 D 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

28 H 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

29 C 001 Use word analysis strategies and information resources

30 G 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

31 C 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

32 J 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

33 C 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

34 F 001 Use word analysis strategies and information resources

35 D 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

36 F 001 Use word analysis strategies and information resources

37 B 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

38 H 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

39 B 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

40 J 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

41 A 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

42 J 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

43 D 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

44 G 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

45 A 001 Use word analysis strategies and information resources

Answer Key-8065-R0117
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If you get this 

many items 

correct:

Then your 

converted scale 

score is:

0 000

1 090

2 135

3 162

4 182

5 198

6 212

7 224

8 234

9 244

10 253

11 261

12 269

13 276

14 283

15 290

16 297

17 303

18 310

19 316

20 322

21 328

22 334

23 340

24 346

25 352

26 358

27 365

28 371

29 377

30 384

31 391

32 398

33 405

34 413

35 421

36 430

37 440

38 450

39 462

40 475

41 491

42 511

43 538

44 583

45 600

Grade 8 Reading, Core 1
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