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17 Here we go. I would have to tell her the truth. I hated it when my mother lectured me,
but I couldn’t lie to her, not to my mother.

18 “I lost Grandma’s necklace,” I blurted out. “I’m so sorry. I looked everywhere for it.”

19 She stopped chopping. The helpless carrots lay waiting under the sharp edge of her knife.
Her expression was one I’d never seen before. She said nothing.

20 “Mom, please don’t be angry with me. It was an accident.”

21 Then she walked out of the room. Oh, this was worse than I thought. She couldn’t even
stand to look at me.

22 A moment later, she reappeared in the doorway. “Do you remember what I said when I
gave you the necklace?”

23 I nodded.

24 “I said you were old enough now to be trusted with greater responsibilities.”

25 As I brushed away a tear, my mother smiled at me. She held out her hand, and in the
middle of her palm was my grandmother’s silver necklace with the heart-shaped pendant.
“I found this on the driveway,” she said. She fastened the necklace around my neck.
Hanging from the chain, the heart sparkled in the light. “It looks very pretty on you.”

26 The next day, I showed Meheer the necklace before the start of third period. He laughed
at me. “I told you it would turn up. Meheer Singh is never wrong!”

27 That period, Mr. Keeling gave us a brief lecture about lightning. Halfway through, I felt for
my grandmother’s necklace. It was gone! I flipped up my textbook, but it wasn’t
underneath. I searched the floor by my feet and book bag, but it wasn’t there. I began
rifling through my bag when Mr. Keeling noticed me. “Kari, is there something wrong?”

28 Nothing except that all my inner organs were shrinking to the size of raisins! “No, sir,” I
said. “I’m sorry.”

29 I stared at my open textbook. I can’t remember much of what Mr. Keeling said, except for
his answer to Tim Brown’s question: “So while it is highly unlikely that lightning will ever
strike the same place twice, it is not impossible.” I was doomed. How could I make it in
the world if I couldn’t even keep up with one necklace?

30 When we broke into our lab groups, I pulled Meheer aside. “I can’t find my necklace. I’ve
lost it—again!”

31 “Now don’t freak out, Kari.”

32 “You don’t understand how important this is!”

33 “Okay, fine. Be upset if you want,” he said. “But wait until I show you this.” And he held
up my grandmother’s necklace. The silver chain swung back and forth, the heart-shaped
pendant flashing and glinting in the light.
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38 In paragraph 31, why does Meheer say, “Now don’t freak out, Kari”?

F Meheer thinks the necklace is not really valuable.
G Meheer thinks Kari is very irresponsible.
H Meheer knows the necklace is no longer lost.
J Meheer knows Kari’s mother has the necklace.

37 What is the effect of using first person point of view in this story?

A It takes the focus off the emotions in the story.
B It helps the reader better understand each character.
C It keeps the location of the necklace a surprise.
D It allows the reader to pick a favorite character.

39 Which words best describe Kari’s mother?

A Poor but generous
B Young and forgetful
C Strict but kind
D Responsible and amusing
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41 What is the central conflict in this story?

A Individual vs. society
B Individual vs. nature
C Individual vs. supernatural
D Individual vs. self

40 Which of these adds to the rising action of the plot?

F Kari first receives the necklace.
G Kari loses the necklace the second time.
H Kari thanks Meheer for finding the necklace.
J Kari puts the necklace in her pocket.

42 Which line from the story best shows Meheer’s positive attitude?

F My lab partner Meheer bicycled up . . .
G Meheer hopped off his bike.
H “What’s wrong?”
J “There’s always tomorrow . . .”
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43 Read this sentence and dictionary entry.

Which definition entry best fits the word profile as it is used in this sentence?

A 1
B 2
C 3
D 4

Vangie won the journalism
award for her profile of Senator
Miles, which she wrote for the
school newspaper.

You do not need to read a passage to answer the following questions. Read and
answer the questions.

44 Read this sentence.

The word “snakes” is used to show that the Amazon River —

F has the potential to cause harm
G makes very little sound
H flows at a very rapid pace
J curves in its direction

The Amazon River snakes 4,000 miles
through South America.
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