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English: Reading/Literature and Research

DIRECTIONS
Read each passage. Then read each question about the
passage. Decide which is the best answer to each question.

SAMPLE
A Book

A book is like a television
Inside your head.

It tells you stories.

It takes you places.

It scares you.

It makes you laugh.
But—

You draw the pictures.

O 0 N O u1 A W N B

You write the songs.
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You pick the colors.
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You choose the programs.
A book is like a television
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Inside your head—
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And no one ever tells you
To turn it off.

=
)|

2005 Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Education 2



A This passage would MOST likely be found in a

A science textbook

B book of poetry

C history magazine

D book of short stories

B In this passage, a book is compared to a

story
picture
song

S I @ T

television
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Directions: Read the story and answer the questions that
follow.

Mary Walton and the Noisy Trains

1 Clang, clang, clang! Groaning, Mary Walton buried her
head under her pillow. It was no use trying to sleep. The
sound of New York City’s Elevated Railway, or “El,”
shook the entire apartment.

2 At breakfast Mary watched the milk in her glass quiver.
She said to her father, “Papa, I know the El trains are
essential. AlImost everyone in the city rides them to

work. But why do they have to be so noisy?” ™I don"t
know, Mary,” her father replied. “There’s a challenge for
you. Maybe you can find a way to make the trains run
quietly.”

3 Mary’s father believed that girls had a right to an
education just as boys did. He made sure Mary finished
high school even though, in the 1880s, girls often left
school at age sixteen to go to work. Knowing she had a
good mind that was meant to be used, Mary began to
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consider the problem at hand. She went to the railway
office to see what she could learn. *Has anyone found a
way to solve the problem of the noisy El trains yet?” she
asked the railway man.

“Miss, if you could tell me how to make the El trains
quieter, I'd shake your hand,” he answered. He leaned
forward. “Let me tell you something. The railway will
pay good money to the person who comes up with the
answer. I hear some of the top inventors in the country,
even Thomas Edison himself, are trying to find a
solution.”

Mary sighed. If the great Thomas Edison hadn"t been
able to find an answer, how could she? Still, Mary knew
this invention was important; its benefits would be
great. People worked hard. They needed a way to get to
work, but they also needed calm, quiet, and good sleep!
She began to ride the El trains during every spare
minute. She walked underneath the high tracks,
looking up to see how they were made. Watching and
listening, Mary considered the problem.
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6 She still hadn"t found a solution when spring turned to
summer, the worst time of year for train noise. Opening
the windows helped to cool the hot apartment, but the
noise of the train was unbearably loud with the windows
open.

7 One night Mary made a little tunnel of pillows and put
her head in the middle. “"Maybe this will muffle the
sound,” she thought. Suddenly she sat up, eyes
sparkling, and said, "That’s it! I need a way to muffle the
sound!” What material could do that? Rocks were too
hard to absorb sound. Wood wasn’t sturdy enough.
Mary snapped her fingers. "What about sand? If we put
the rails in sand and find a way to keep the sand
together, it might work.”

8 Mary spent many nights at the library. Finally she came
up with a system to bed the rails in sand that was
contained in asphalt. Mary wrote up her plans and sent
them to the Patent Office in Washington, D.C. She also
sent the railway company a letter describing her
invention and how it worked.
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9 Weeks passed, and Mary began to think nothing would
happen. One day two men appeared at the door. “The
president of our railway company wants to thank you
for your invention,” they said. “Here’s a check for ten
thousand dollars.” Mary could hardly believe it. That
was a lot of money! There would be more to come, too,
as other railway stations with elevated railways used her
invention.

2005 Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Education 7



10 One day, Mary went back to the railway office. “It looks
like the problem got solved,” she said.

11 The railway man nodded. "By a young woman. Made
her rich, I hear.”

12 “Yet there’s still one payment she hasn’t collected,”
Mary said, holding out her hand. “You promised to
shake my hand!”
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1 In paragraph 2, the word essential means

dangerous
automatic
necessary
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peculiar

2 Why did Mary Walton choose sand as the BEST material
for her invention?

F It stays together by itself and can be wrapped
around rails.

G It can be found in large amounts on New York’s
beaches.
It is harder than rock and softer than wood.

J It absorbs sound and can be contained in something
sturdy.
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3 Why did Mary go to the railway office a second time?

A She wanted to learn more about how her own
invention would be used in the city’s elevated trains.

B She thought the man would give her a job working
for the railway after she had helped so much.

C She wondered if there was anything else she could
do to help improve the citizens” quality of life.

D She wanted to have the railway man shake her hand
for solving the problem, as he had said he would.

4 If the author had used headings, the BEST place to add
the heading “Mary’s Efforts Are Rewarded” would be
just above paragraph
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5 This story shows how Mary Walton

A decides to become wealthy and finds a way to earn
money

B lives a good life in spite of living in a painful
situation

C finds a way to move to a quieter, healthier place

D takes on a difficult challenge and successfully
meets it

6 Based on events described in this story, Mary’s father
can BEST be described as

mysterious
impatient
encouraging
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protective
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7 Why is Mary’s bed an important setting in this story?

A She is very tired from trying to solve the problem
and needs a lot of sleep.

B Using pillows to hide the sounds of the train helps
her to come up with her invention.

C Living in a small apartment, she does most of her
thinking while lying on her bed.

D Train noises are heard most from her bed because
her bedroom is closest to the tracks.
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Here is a table showing some other inventions
of the 1800s. Use it to answer the next two

questions.
YEAR INVENTOR INVENTION
1844 | Samuel F. B. Morse Telegraph

1853 Isaac M. Singer Sewing Machine
1876 | Alexander Graham Bell Telephone
1876 Emile Berliner Microphone
1879 Thomas Edison Light Bulb

8 The entries on the table are listed in order according to

year of invention
importance of invention
alphabetical order, last name of inventor

“ T o T

alphabetical order, name of invention
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9 Which two inventions came about in 18767?

A Telephone and sewing machine
B Microphone and telegraph

C Telephone and microphone

D Light bulb and telegraph
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Turn the page
and
continue working.
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Directions: Read the poems and answer the questions that
follow.

Wintermelt

1 Thesunis warming. MMMM.

2 Theriver’s melting. CRACK!
3 Frogs are waking. CROAK!
4 The beaver’s swimming. SMACK!

Fish are jumping. SPLASH!
Birds sing CHICKADEE!
Buds are bursting. POP!
Days are longer. WHEE!

0 N O U

9 Kites are flying. WHOOSH!
10 Iceis breaking. CRUNCH!
11 Flies are hatching. BZZZZ!
12 Let’s have a picnic lunch.
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Answer Key

Test Correct Reporting
Sequence Answer Category Reporting Category Description

1 C 001 Use word analysis strategies.

2 dJ 002 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.
3 D 002 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.
4 G 003 Understand elements of literature.

5 D 003 Understand elements of literature.

6 H 003 Understand elements of literature.

7 B 003 Understand elements of literature.

8 F 002 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.
9 C 002 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.
10 H 002 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.
11 B 003 Understand elements of literature.

12 J 003 Understand elements of literature.

13 A 003 Understand elements of literature.

14 F 003 Understand elements of literature.

15 A 002 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.
16 H 003 Understand elements of literature.

17 D 003 Understand elements of literature.

18 G 001 Use word analysis strategies.

19 C 001 Use word analysis strategies.

20 F 002 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.
21 B 002 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.
22 F 003 Understand elements of literature.

23 C 002 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.
24 F 002 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.
25 B 001 Use word analysis strategies.

26 §) 002 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.
27 C 003 Understand elements of literature.

28 dJ 001 Use word analysis strategies.

29 D 003 Understand elements of literature.

30 F 003 Understand elements of literature.

31 B 002 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.
32 G 003 Understand elements of literature.

33 C 002 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.
34 H 002 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.
35 A 002 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.
36 dJ 002 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.
37 A 002 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.
38 H 001 Use word analysis strategies.

39 D 002 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.
40 dJ 002 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.
41 A 003 Understand elements of literature.

42 dJ 002 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.
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