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Background Infor mation:

The Regulations Establishing Sandardsfor Accrediting Public Schoolsin Virginia,in8VAC 20-131-100,
set the requirements for instructional programsin secondary schools. The regulations specify that: “The
secondary school shall provide each student a program of instruction in the academic areas of English,
mathematics, science, and history/social science that enables each student to meet the graduation
requirements described in 8 VAC 20-131-50 and shall offer opportunitiesfor studentsto pursue aprogram
of studiesin academics, fine arts, and career and technical areas....”

The regulations also specify the minimum number of course offerings that must be available to provide
students with opportunities to meet the requirements for graduation. Among those minimum course
offeringsisthe requirement for a secondary school to offer aminimum of three course offeringsin foreign
language. Students seeking an Advanced Studies Diplomamust earn aminimum of three unitsof creditin
one foreign language or two units each of two foreign languages.

Summary of Major Elements:

At its meeting on September 22, 2004 the Board of Education reviewed areguest from the school board of
Fairfax County for approval of an alternative accreditation plan for three alternative high schools: Bryant



Alternative High School, Mountain View School, and Pimmitt Hills School. All of the schools offer
programs designed to help studentswhoselife circumstances could result or haveresulted in aninterruption
of their education or in their dropping out of school. At that time, the day and evening programs serve, on
average at each campus, over 400 students of diverse socioeconomic backgrounds, ethnic groups, and age
levels. The school population consists of studentswho have beenidentified asbeing "at risk" dueto serious
lifeadversitiesor challenges. Studentswho enroll in the alternative high schools may be homel ess; pregnant
or teen parents, facing language barriers, combating poverty, recommended for exclusion/expulsion by the
School Board, and/or fighting drug addiction. They may be older students who are returning to finish
coursesto earn ahigh school diploma, or studentswho need aflexible or extended program to accommodate
their work or family requirements. An increasing number of students are refugees from war-torn countries
who are still recovering physically, emotionally, and psychologically from unspeakabl e trauma. Many have
experienced difficultiesin traditional school settings as evidenced by poor academic achievement and/or a
history of behavioral and disciplinary events. On average, 85% of the studentswork more than 20 hours per
week in addition to going to school dueto economic need. Approximately onethird of the populationsat the
three schoolsare English Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL ), and over 34 languages areroutinely spoken
by the student body at each of the three schools.

Thealternative high schoolsfollow essentially the same program of studies and standards-based curriculum
used in al FCPS traditional high schools. Student achievement expectations outlined in the
standards/program of studiesremain exactly the samefor all studentswhether they arein atraditional school
or non-traditional schools. What makesthese alternative schools uniqueisthe design of the master schedule
that can allow for additional learning time, alower student/teacher ratio, and flexibility in scheduling. The
schools operate on a "modified" 4X4 schedule with rolling enrollment that allows students to enter the
program approximately every 2 weeks.

After further study of the alternative accreditation plan proposal, the school board decided that an alternative
plan would not benefit the schools at this time and asked that its proposal be withdrawn. However, in an
effort to strengthen the instructional program, it would be beneficial to the school if it was relieved of the
requirement to provide three course offerings in foreign language since the vast majority of the students
attending the schools come in as speakers of languages other than English and seek a Standard Diploma.
The Standard Diploma does not require credit in foreign language. Thus, the school board is seeking a
waiver of the requirement of 8 VAC 20-131-100.B. to provide three course offeringsin foreign language.
Students who wish to seek an Advanced Studies Diploma will be concurrently enrolled in another high
school for foreign language instruction.

Superintendent'sRecommendation: The Superintendent of Public Instruction recommendsthat the Board
of Education waivefirst review and approve the request from the Fairfax County school board for awaiver
of the requirement for asecondary school to offer aminimum of three course offeringsin foreign language
at three alternative high schools. Bryant Alternative High School, Mountain View School, and Pimmitt
Hills School.

I mpact on Resources. There is no impact on resources of the Department of Education.

Timetablefor Further Review/Action:  Staff of the Department of Education will notify the Fairfax
County Public Schools of the Board of Education’s action.
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