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October 22, 2005: First Review of Additional Revisions to the Requlations Establishing
Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia (8 VAC 20-131-10 et seq.)

Background Information: Section 22.1-253.13:3 of the Code of Virginia requires the Board of
Education to promulgate Standards of Accreditation for Virginia’s K-12 public schools. The Code
states:

The Board of Education shall promulgate regulations establishing standards for
accreditation pursuant to the Administrative Process Act (8 2.2-4000 et seq.), which shall
include, but not be limited to, student outcome measures, requirements and guidelines for
instructional programs and for the integration of educational technology into such
instructional programs, administrative and instructional staffing levels and positions,
including staff positions for supporting educational technology, student services,
auxiliary education programs such as library and media services, course and credit
requirements for graduation from high school, community relations, and the philosophy,
goals, and objectives of public education in Virginia.



The current regulations were adopted by the Board of Education on July 29, 2000, and became effective
September 28, 2000. Those regulations included provisions that served as a transition to the current
more rigorous requirements for school accountability and student achievement. Those transitional
provisions are now obsolete or outdated. Furthermore, Virginia's accountability system has matured,
and it is time to undertake a comprehensive review of the accrediting standards, especially in the areas
of consequences for those schools that fail to meet the accountability requirements, and incentives for
schools that are achieving success.

A Notice of Intended Regulatory Action (NOIRA) required by the Virginia Administrative Process Act
(APA) was published in the Virginia Register on March 21, 2005, to advise the public of the Board’s
intent to conduct a comprehensive review of the regulations. No comments from the public were received.

The first review of the proposed changes to these regulations was presented to the Board on June 22, 2005.
On October 26, 2005, the Board accepted Governor Warner’s recommendation to add language requiring
students in elementary and middle schools to participate in a program of physical fitness during the regular
school year in accordance with guidelines established by the Board of Education.

The 60 day public comment period began on November 28, 2005, and ended on January 31, 2006.
However, staff accepted public comments on behalf of the Board beginning June 22, through March 7,
2006, when the latest comment was received. On January 17, the Board held five public hearings in
Chesapeake, Leesburg, Highland Springs, Waynesboro, and Wytheville. A total of 49 people spoke at the
five hearings: four in Chesapeake, 18 in Highland Springs, 11 in Leesburg, seven in Waynesboro, and
nine in Wytheville. In addition, 351 individuals and organizations submitted written comments during the
public comment period. A summary of the comments is attached.

Summary of Major Elements: The following changes are proposed:

8 VAC 20-131-05. Definitions.

e The definitions of “class period,” “planning period,” and “student periods” are added to
clarify the references to 8 VAC 20-131-240 regarding the middle and secondary classroom
teacher’s standard load and planning period.

e The definition of “recess” is added to clarify that it is a segment of time in which students are
given a break from instruction.

e The definition of “reconstitution” is added, in reference to 8 VAC 20-131-315 regarding a
school that is denied accreditation.

8 VAC 20-131-50. Requirements for Graduation.
e Language regarding the Modified Standard Diploma that was stricken in the proposed
revisions has been restored. This language specifies that:

1. The informed, written consent of the parent is required,

2. The student who has chosen to pursue a Modified Standard Diploma shall be allowed to
pursue a Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma at any time in the student’s high school
career, and

3. The student must not be excluded from courses or tests required for a Standard or
Advanced Studies Diploma.

e Language about the diploma seals clarifies that a student may earn more than one seal.



Language further clarifies that the licenses and examinations for the Board of Education’s
Career and Technical Education Seal and Advanced Mathematics and Technology Seal must
be approved by the Board.

8 VAC 20-131-60. Transfer of Students.

Language was revised to clarify that students transferring from Virginia public schools and
nonpublic schools accredited by one of the constituent members of the Virginia Council for
Private Education shall be recognized for all grade-level work completed in grades K-8. The
academic records of students from all other schools shall be evaluated to determine
appropriate grade placement.

Language specifies that all secondary schools shall accept credits toward graduation from
nonpublic schools accredited by one of the constituent members of the Virginia Council for
Private Education.

Additional language specifies that nothing in the regulations prohibits public schools from
accepting standard credits towards graduation from all other schools when the course
generally matches the course for which the receiving school gives standard credit and the
school from which the student transfers certifies that the course meets the requirements for a
standard credit, as specified in these regulations.

A provision is added to allow a student who transfers to a Virginia high school for the first
time during the tenth grade or at the beginning of the eleventh grade, who is pursuing a
Standard Diploma, and who completes a career and technical education program sequence to
substitute the certificate, occupational competency credential, or license for either a science
or a history or social science verified credit.

8 VAC 20-131-110. Standard and Verified Units of Credit.

Language simply clarifies that students who were in the ninth-grade class of 2003-2004 and
beyond may be eligible to earn locally awarded verified credits from the local school board.

8 VAC 20-131-240. Administrative and Staff Support; Staffing Requirements.

A revision is made to specify that guidance counselors for elementary schools shall provide a
minimum of 60 percent of the time devoted to counseling of students. This provision
currently applies to guidance counselors in middle and secondary schools,

Language clarifies that each full-time middle and secondary classroom teacher shall be
provided one planning period per day or the equivalent, unencumbered of any teaching or
supervisory duties. It also clarifies that middle and secondary teachers’ standard load shall
be based on teaching no more than 5/6 of the instructional day, with no more than 150
student periods per day or 25 class periods per week.

8 VAC 20-131-300. Application of the Standards.

The accreditation rating, Accreditation Withheld/Improving School Near Accreditation, is
restored for school year 2006-2007, based on the assessments taken in school year 2005-
2006. The accreditation rating expires at the end of school year 2006-2007.

Language clarifies that accreditation ratings awarded in an academic year are based upon
Virginia assessment program scores from the academic year immediately prior to the year to
which the accreditation rating applies.

Language further clarifies that the provisions of the current Standards of Accreditation apply
to accreditation ratings awarded for academic year 2006-2007, based on assessments taken in
2005-2006.



Additional language clarifies that a school that is reconstituted and is Conditionally
Accredited may have its accreditation rating revert to Accreditation Denied if it fails to be
Fully Accredited or fails to have its annual application for such rating renewed.

8 VAC 20-131-310. Action Requirements for Schools That Are Accredited with Warning or
Accreditation Withheld/Improving School Near Accreditation.

Language is moved from 8 VAC 20-310-40 to this section. The language says that schools
rated Accredited with Warning must undergo an academic review and prepare and implement
a school improvement plan.

Language also specifies that schools rated Accreditation Withheld/Improving School Near
Accreditation must also undergo an academic review and prepare and implement a school
improvement plan.

8 VAC 20-131-315. Action Requirements for Schools That Are Denied Accreditation.

A new section is added for clarity. Language about the requirements for schools denied

accreditation is moved from 8 VAC 20-131-340 to this section.

The sequence and timing of these provisions has been modified:

v Any school rated Accreditation Denied must notify the parents and other interested
parties of the accreditation rating within 30 calendar days of receiving the notification,
and must provide them with a copy of the proposed corrective action plan and an
opportunity to comment on the corrective action plan.

v The school is subject to actions prescribed by the Board of Education and affirmed
through a memorandum of understanding between the Board of Education and the local
school board.

v The local school board must submit a corrective action plan to the Board of Education
within 45 days of the notification of the rating, for consideration in the memorandum of
understanding.

v The memorandum between the Board of Education and the local school board shall be
entered into no later than November 1 of the year in which the accreditation rating is
awarded.

v The local school board must submit status reports to the Board of Education, and the
principal, division superintendent, and chair of the school board may be required to
appear before the Board of Education to present the status reports.

The option for reconstituting a school has been modified. If the local school board chooses

to reconstitute a school, it must apply annually for an accreditation rating of Conditionally

Accredited. The Conditionally Accredited rating may be granted for up to three years if the

school is making progress toward a rating of Full Accreditation in accordance with the terms

of the approval of the application.

The provisions about replacing staff, hiring a management firm, or converting to a charter

school are no longer included as examples of reconstitution.

8 VAC 20-131-330. Waivers.

This section is moved to 8 VAC 20-131-350.

8 VAC 20-131-340. Academic Reviews, Special Provisions, and Sanctions.

The provisions relating to academic reviews and Accreditation Denied are moved to 8 VAC
20-131-310 and 8 VAC 20-131-315. The section is renamed “Special Provisions and
Sanctions.”



e A provision is added to specify that withholding of a school’s accreditation rating shall not
be considered an interruption of the three consecutive year period for purposes of receiving
an Accreditation Denied status.

8 VAC 20-131-350. Waivers.
e This section is moved from 8 VAC 20-131-330.

8 VAC 20-131-360. Effective Date.
e Unless otherwise specified, these regulations are effective for the 2006-2007 school year.

Minor editorial changes are recommended for clarity and consistency.

There were a number of comments received with recommendations that would result in a fiscal impact
on local school divisions or a major change in policy. Those recommendations were not included in this
draft because they represented significant changes from the original proposal; however, the Board may
wish to consider these recommendations further at a later date.

Superintendent’'s Recommendation: The Acting Superintendent of Public Instruction recommends that
the Board of Education accept the proposed revisions for second review, and authorize an additional 30
days of public comment.

Impact on Resources: The impact on resources for revision of these regulations is not expected to be
significant.

Timetable for Further Review/Action: The proposed revisions to the regulations will be presented to
the Board of Education for approval on May 24, 2006.



Proposed Revisions to the
Regulations Establishing Standards
for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia

Summary of Public Comment
8 VAC 20-131-05. Definitions.

e A definitions section is proposed to consolidate and clarify terms used in these
regulations.

Public Comment:

e Superintendents in Regions VI and VII applauded this clarification.

e The Parents Across Virginia United to Reform SOLs (PAVURSOL) commented that the
standards should define “graduation rates” as the percentage of ninth graders who leave
with a diploma four years later, taking into account transfers into and out of schools and
divisions.

e Two comments supported including a definition of graduation rate in the standards.

e One comment requested that the standards clarify the definition of “school” to include
language about corrective action when schools do not meet pre-accreditation
requirements such as “...and/or has developed and implemented corrective action plans
for those requirements it does not meet....”

8 VAC 20-131-10. Purpose.
e Language would clarify that these regulations do not apply to schools licensed under
other state regulations (such as state-operated programs licensed under the Standards for
Interdepartmental Regulation of Children’s Residential Facilities).

| Public Comment: None

8 VAC 20-131-20. Philosophy, Goals, and Objectives.
e A new objective, to increase graduation rates, would be added to the goals and objectives.

Public Comment:
e PAVURSOL commented that the definition of “graduation rates” as it proposes in 8
VAC 20-131-05 should be cross-referenced here.

8 VAC 20-131-30. Student Achievement.

e Students who are accelerated would take the tests for the grade level of the content
received in instruction.

e Remediation recovery would be expanded from K-8 to K-12 in English (reading) and
mathematics. The retesting provision would no longer be needed with annual testing in
grades three through eight. The application of remediation recovery to a school’s
accreditation ratings would continue to be defined in Board guidelines.
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Language would be added to reference § 504 plans, as well as Individualized Education
Programs (IEP) for students with disabilities.

Foreign exchange students would be required to take Standards of Learning (SOL) tests
when taking courses for credit, but would not be required to take the tests for courses if
they audit the course.

Public Comment:

PAVURSOL commented that in subsection B the proposed revisions regarding eighth
graders implies that they should be retained or promoted based solely on SOL test scores
equating passing the tests with “basic mastery” of the SOL and failing the tests with lack
of mastery. The organization states that for all students, not just K-8 students, SOL and
other test scores should be used “as part of a set of multiple criteria for determining the
promotion or retention of students.”

PAVURSOL commented that in subsection C remediation recovery “bonus points”
should be set out in the SOA and no longer explained in Board of Education guidelines.
PAVURSOL opposes taking away Limited English proficiency (LEP) students’ one-time
exemption from K-8 testing in each of the four core areas and replacing it with an
exemption only from science and history/social science testing. PAVURSOL believes
that this will force these students to attend summer or other remedial classes solely for
failing SOL tests causing such students to lose parts of their summers, afternoons, or
elective or other classes, based on scores on tests given in English.

Three comments opposed taking away the one-time exemption in reading and math SOL
tests for LEP students.

Alleghany County advocates for the Standard English Language Proficiency (SELP) test
to continue to be a one-time substitute for the reading SOL assessment if the standards
eliminate the one-time exemption for LEP students on the reading SOL tests.

Two comments support continuing remediation recovery in general.

Eight comments support remediation recovery as it currently exists.

The Virginia Mathematics and Science Coalition supports expanding remediation
recovery to high school math. The Region 7 superintendents also support the provision.
The Virginia Mathematics and Science Coalition supports language to require additional
math instruction similar to the requirement for additional reading instruction at all levels.
Loudoun County expressed concern about the growth of LEP students and the need to get
them up to speed for SOL tests. Is seeking any assistance they can get with staffing and
time to get these students up to speed.

The Virginia Education Association (VEA) supports the addition of students with § 504
plans for special dispensations in the accountability system. The Region VI
superintendents and one additional comment are in support of this measure.

The Virginia Education Association (VEA) supports adding the reference to § 504 plans
since both the IEP and the 8 504 Plan should prescribe appropriate assessments for
students with disabilities.

8 VAC 20-131-40. Literacy Passport Tests.

The section would be repealed, as it is obsolete and the tests are no longer administered.
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| Public Comment: None

8 VAC 20-131-50. Requirements for Graduation.

The Board’s current policy that allows students to earn a verified credit for the student-
selected test if they complete a career and technical program sequence and earn an
industry certification, state license, or occupational competency credential would be
added to the regulations.

For a standard diploma, when the certification, license, or credential confers more than
one verified credit, a second verified credit could be substituted for a verified unit of
credit in science or history and social science.

Language would clarify that every student would pursue a Standard or Advanced Studies
Diploma, but the Modified Standard Diploma would still be an option for students with
disabilities, if determined appropriate by the IEP team.

The requirements for the Governor’s Seal would be revised. Students would be able to
receive the seal if they earn an Advanced Studies Diploma with a B average or better, and
successfully complete college-level coursework in three Advanced Placement,
International Baccalaureate, Cambridge, or dual enrollment courses.

The requirements for the Board of Education Seal would be revised. Students would
receive the seal if they have an A average, whether they earn a Standard or an Advanced
Studies Diploma.

The requirements for the Board of Education’s Career and Technical Education Seal
would be revised to clarify that the student may pass an occupational competency exam,
or earn an industry certification or state license approved by the Board of Education.
The requirements for the Board of Education’s Seal for Excellence in Civics Education
would be added. (These requirements are currently in guidelines; the seal itself is
established in § 22.1-253.13:4 of the Code of Virginia).

Public Comment:

Five comments supported a three-year of one foreign language requirement for the
Standard Diploma.

Ten comments supported a four-year of one foreign language requirement for the
Advanced Studies Diploma, and the elimination of the options to take two years of two
foreign languages for the Advanced Studies Diploma.

One comment supported three years of two foreign languages or four years of one foreign
language as graduation requirements.

VEA, Virginia Parent Teacher Association (PTA), Region VII superintendents, Virginia
Beach General Advisory Council for Technical and Career Education, Hampton Roads
Workforce Development Board for Area XVI, and seven other comments supported the
revisions regarding the use of Career and Technical Education (CTE) courses to fulfill
the student selected verified credit and to substitute for a verified credit in history and
social science or science.

One comment supported mandating two years of a foreign language for the Standard
Diploma.

Just Children commented that the revisions to the requirements for the Modified Standard
Diploma present what it perceives to be as a threat of decreasing access to the general




March 22, 2006

curriculum for students with disabilities. Just Children viewed the revised language as
not preserving the requirements that schools obtain informed written consent of both
students and parents before assigning students with disabilities to the Modified Standard
Diploma track; and by not preserving the requirement that students with disabilities not
be excluded from certain courses and tests once the IEP team chooses the Modified
Standard Diploma option.

PAVURSOL supports allowing a second verified credit in science or history/social
science for Standard Diplomas to be satisfied by certification, license or credential
conferring more than one verified credit. PAVURSOL believes this same opportunity
should be extended to students pursuing an Advanced Studies Diploma, students in
special visual or performing arts programs.

PAVURSOL opposes what it perceives as eliminating requirements to obtain informed
written consent of both students and parents before assigning students with disabilities to
the Modified Standard Diploma track; to ensure that students may pursue a Standard or
Advanced Studies Diploma at any time; and that students with disabilities not be
excluded from certain courses and tests needed to earn a Standard or Advanced Studies
Diploma.

PAVURSOL opposes basing the “Governor’s Seal” (or any other seal or award) on a
specified number of college credits earned via AP or IB exam scores. Virginia students
do not need another layer of standardized-test-based evaluation or distinction, and not all
students can afford to pay for these exams and not all school divisions pay for those who
cannot afford them.

Eight additional comments opposed the revisions that they perceived as eliminating the
requirements to ensure students with disabilities are not excluded from certain courses
and tests needed to earn a Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma.

Eight additional comments opposed the revisions that they perceived as eliminating the
requirement to obtain informed written consent of both students and parents before
assigning students with disabilities to the Modified Standard Diploma track.

Alleghany County public schools anticipate problems with industry certifications at high
school because none of its teachers have the credentials to teach those certifications. The
industry certifications revisions will require additional training for teachers.

Two comments proposed expanding the list of electives available for students to graduate
with a standard or other diploma to incorporate international perspectives including two
sequential electives on Contemporary World Regions (NAFTA, Europeans Union, China,
etc.) and Contemporary World Religions or Contemporary World Environments.

The Virginia Credit Union, the Virginia State Corporation Division of Securities and
Retail Franchising, Virginia Society of Certified Public Accountants and Senate Majority
Leader Walter A. Stosch and Senator Russell Potts advocated for requiring a personal
finance course as a requirement for high school graduation.

Seven additional comments (including the Virginia Jump $tart Coalition on Personal
Financial Literacy and the Financial Literacy Committee for Virginia Credit Unions)
advocated for requiring a personal finance course as a requirement for high school
graduation.

Region VI superintendents are concerned that special diplomas and certificates of
program completion are no longer available.
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Region VII superintendents support the addition of the Civics Education Seal to the
regulations. One teacher voiced support as well.

One comment stated striking “or certificate” on line 224 may conflict with other language
in the section relating to graduation from high school.

Voices for Virginia’s Children commended the department for making locality
graduation rates available on its Web site.

One comment urged the Board not to adopt a graduation rate target.

8 VAC 20-131-60. Transfer Students.

Language would be added to clarify that for students entering Virginia public schools
below the secondary school level, the placement in grade is the responsibility of the local
school board. At the secondary school level, language clarifies that credits earned in
schools accredited by agencies recognized by the U. S. Department of Education are
automatically acceptable for transfer credit, in addition to those credits earned in schools
that are members of Virginia Council for Private Education (VCPE), as currently
specified in the regulations. Coursework earned in schools accredited by a non-
recognized agency would be evaluated by the local school division.

Public Comment:

Ten comments support Old Dominion Association of Church Schools (ODACS) proposal
to add language specifically addressing transfer of credit from non-accredited private
schools.

The Virginia Council for Private Education (VCPE) is concerned about the proposed
changes to the language in the transfer section related to other accrediting agencies.

The VEA supports the idea of evaluating students’ prior work when they transfer from
schools that are not accredited by a recognized agency. If provisions are necessary in the
SOA, it is hoped they would be procedural only and that the final accountability rests
with the local school division.

One comment from Department of Defense Education Activity supports changes in
transfer section, especially the proposal that would allow the BOE to accept other states’
end-of-course tests.

One comment stated it is unreasonable to discriminate against students who previously
attended private schools when they want to return to public schools. They must take a
teacher-made test if they want to transfer the credits.

The VEA supports clarification that coursework earned in schools accredited by a non-
recognized agency should be evaluated by the local school division.

8 VAC 20-131-70. School Instructional Program.

A technical change clarifies that students with disabilities may be those identified under
IDEA or § 504.

| Public Comment: None

8 VAC 20-131-80. Instructional Program in Elementary Schools.
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e The requirement for a daily recess in elementary schools would be moved from this
section to 8 VAC 20-131-200. There is no change in the requirement, but it clarifies that
recess is not part of the instructional program and is not counted as instructional time.

e Language would be added to require students to participate in a program of physical
fitness during the regular school year in accordance with guidelines established by the
Board of Education.

e The requirement that each school shall ensure that students who are unable to read with
comprehension receive additional instruction in reading is set out in this section, as well
as the sections relating to middle school and secondary school (8 VAC 20-131-90 and 8
VAC 20-131-100) to emphasize the importance of reading in the school curriculum at all
levels.

Public Comment:
e Two comments supported foreign language requirements for elementary students.

8 VAC 20-131-90. Instructional Program in Middle Schools.
e Language would be added to require students to participate in a program of physical
fitness during the regular school year in accordance with guidelines established by the
Board of Education.

e Middle schools would be required to offer Algebra I to all students in the eighth grade.

Public Comment:
e One comment supported offering an additional year of foreign language at the seventh
grade.
e Virginia PTA supports the proposal to offer Algebra I to all students in the eighth grade.

8 VAC 20-131-100. Instructional Program in Secondary Schools.

e All secondary schools would be required to offer at least three Advanced Placement
courses, International Baccalaureate courses, or college-level courses for degree credit, or
any combination thereof. Current language requires secondary schools to offer at least
two Advanced Placement or college-level courses.

Public Comment:
e The Virginia PTA supports this proposal.

8 VAC 20-131-110. Standard and Verified Units of Credit.

e Language would be modified to allow school divisions to award credit for both core and
non-core academic courses on a basis other than the 140 clock-hour requirement to
provide flexibility for dual enrollment, virtual AP school, and other initiatives. However,
local school boards would still be required to develop a written policy to ensure that the
course is comparable to 140 clock hours of instruction.

e Language would clarify that students seeking a Modified Standard Diploma could use an
expedited retake of a Standards of Learning test to meet the literacy and numeracy
requirements for the Modified Standard Diploma.
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Provisions for a locally awarded verified unit of credit in science or history/social
science, subject to Board guidelines, would be added to the regulations. (Currently the
provisions are in a § 1 statute and apply to the ninth grade classes of 2000-01, 2001-02,
and 2002-03.)

The criteria for Board approval of substitute tests would be modified to permit tests
administered as a part of another state’s accountability program to be approved as
substitute tests. Such tests would be held to the same standard of review and approval by
the Board as all other substitute tests.

Public Comment:

PAVURSOL supports adding the locally awarded verified credit option for science and
history/social science to the standards. PAVURSOL believes this option should be
extended to English and math. Students should be able to have their achievement
verified by measures other than standardized test scores.

PAVURSOL believes that adding other states’ tests while maintaining all the rest of the
existing criteria does not make sense if the purpose of the SOL program is to ensure that
students have mastered the knowledge and skills which the state deems essential as
defined by the SOL. Committees of educators appointed by the Department of Education
should be able to review classroom tests and exams on which Virginia students’ passing
grades are based to ensure that those tests measure content incorporating or exceeding
SOL content for courses in question.

One comment supports the change to allow students seeking a Modified Standard
Diploma to use an expedited retake of a Standards of Learning test to meet the literacy
and numeracy requirements for the Modified Standard Diploma.

Four comments support adding the locally awarded verified credit option to the SOA.
The Department of Defense Education Activity and the Office of the Under Secretary of
Defense applauds Virginia’s efforts to help students who transfer into the Commonwealth
from out-of-state by allowing the Board of Education to accept other states’ end-of-
course tests as substitutes for the Standards of Learning tests; and by increasing
flexibility in graduation requirements for transfer students in grades 9-12. This will help
a number of students of military families.

One comment supported permitting transfer students to use other states’ tests for verified
credit which may permit some students to graduate without taking any Virginia
assessments.

Region four key instructional leaders want to ensure that lifting the 140 clock-hour
requirement will not compromise the authority to deny high school credit under the
following conditions: 1) for coursework completed that falls significantly below the 140
clock-hour standard [for instance, courses taken in one semester through a higher
education institution that may provide only 45 instructional contact hours]; and 2) for
coursework completed with institutions or individuals where little information, if any, is
available about course content, length, or instructor credentials.

8 VAC 20-131-120. Summer School.

No changes are proposed.
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| Public

Comment: None

8 VAC

20-131-130. Elective Courses.
No changes are proposed.

| Public

Comment: None

8 VAC
Credit.

20-131-140. College Preparation Programs and Opportunities for Postsecondary

Language would be added to require counseling of students in obtaining industry
certifications, occupational competency credentials, or professional licenses in career and
technical education fields.

Language would be added to require students to have access to at least three AP courses
or college-level courses for degree credit.

Public

Comment:

VEA, Virginia Beach General Advisory Council for Technical and Career Education,
Hampton Roads Workforce Development Board for Area XVI, and two additional
comments support the revisions regarding the counseling of students in obtaining
industry certifications, occupational competency credentials, or professional licenses.
Alleghany County public schools states there will be an increased need for counseling
services at the middle and high schools with regard to the industry certification awareness
and the transition to new requirements for diploma seals. The school system feels that
the additional time would necessitate additional personnel; therefore, they recommend
that the Standards of Quality related to guidance services be reviewed to ensure that this
revision does not amount to an unfunded mandate.

8 VAC

20-131-150. Standard School Year and School Day.
Language is revised for clarity. Section 22.1-98 of the Code of Virginia requires school
terms to be at least 180 teaching days or 990 teaching hours.

Public

Comment:

One comment suggested that school divisions not have the authority to waive the
requirement of a full day of attendance unless such waivers were for one year only and
approved following a public hearing on the request. The person was concerned about the
number of early dismissals per school year in Fairfax and Arlington counties.

One comment raised question regarding the 540-hour requirement for kindergarten and
whether or not it includes (or should include) breaks and/or lunch.

One comment stated that the Board should prohibit early dismissals from school.
Students who are dismissed early are being shortchanged in their opportunities for
learning. The Board should insist on a full day schedule five days a week for all students.
The minimum length of a school day should be six hours.

The proposed amendment would add the words “and recess” after the phrase “excluding
breaks for meals.” The words “and recess” should be deleted.

One comment stated that paragraph B of 8 VAC 20-131-150 allows local school boards
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to do whatever they want and should be changed to read: “All students in grades 1
through 12 shall maintain a full day schedule of classes (six hours), with up to four
exceptions allowed per year for scheduled early dismissals. Temporary waivers of this
standard may be requested after a public hearing and approved for only one year at a
time.

8 VAC 20-131-160. Additional Reading Instruction.

The language in this section is moved to 8 VAC 20-131-80, 8 VAC 20-131-90, and 8
VAC 20-131-100.

| Public Comment: None

8 VAC 20-131-170. Family Life Education.

No changes are proposed.

Public Comment:

One comment asked that Family Life Education be required.

One comment asked that Family Life Education be partially included within the
elementary and intermediate levels with a stronger focus starting at the intermediate and
continuing through high school.

8 VAC 20-131-180. Off-site Instruction.

Language would clarify that for homebound instruction, the instructional time
requirements or alternative means of awarding credit, as adopted by the local school
board, have been met.

| Public Comment: None

8 VAC 20-131-190. Library Media, Materials and Equipment.

No changes are proposed.

Public Comment:

The Virginia Educational Media Association (VEMA) and the VEA supports a revision
to this standard to require a minimum number of print materials of 10 current titles per
student (copyrights averaging within the last 15 years.)

37 comments supported VEMA.

Associated School Librarians of Fairfax County supported VEMA’s recommendations.
One comment stated that funding of libraries should be mandated funding and not
discretionary funding for the individual principal to use as allowed by site-based
management.

One comment stated there should be someone to check to ensure that revisions are
followed.

One comment stated that school division staff has cited concerns that school libraries are
underfunded, and that there should be a minimum number of books in school libraries
and the average copyright age of a collection. Library staff should also be increased to
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two full-time librarians at 750 and one additional full-time librarian for every 500
additional students. There should also be one full-time clerical position for all libraries
with enrollments of 200 or more students.

Seven comments expressed concern regarding brevity of the SOA regarding the role of
the librarian in student learning. Information literacy skills and information science
should be integrated into curriculum standards and incorporated into the accreditation
process.

8 VAC 20-131-200. Extracurricular and Other School Activities, Recess.

The provision about recess in the elementary school is moved from 8 VAC 20-131-80 to
this section.

Public Comment:

The Frederick County Public Schools requested an exemption to this requirement for
school divisions that offer only half-day kindergarten programs because students only
attend three hours per day. Complying with this requirement is cost prohibitive due to
the need to increase the length of the day, contract time and salaries for teachers, bus
drivers, etc. Loudoun County expressed the same concerns.

Two comments generally supported recess.

One comment stated that their school only has recess on the days physical education is
not offered.

Five comments requested that recess be included as instructional time.

One comment expressed a fear that this change will require lengthening the school day
and that it is too long already.

Healthy Pathways Coalition and ten other comments supported designating a minimum
amount of time for recess.

Virginia Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation, and Dance
(VAHPERD) and eight other comments supported requiring 30 minutes of recess per day
that requires students to be physically active.

Prince William Health Partnership Authority supported requiring at least 20 minutes of
recess per day.

One comment stated that recess should not be included as instructional time.

Virginia PTA and three other comments supported forbidding using the prohibition of
recess as a disciplinary tool and to prohibit recess from being taken away for any other
reason.

One comment requested an increase in recess time.

The Virginia Action for Healthy Kids supports the Healthy Pathways Coalition’s
recommendations including designating a minimum amount of time for recess in
elementary schools and that time be used to promote physical activity.

Region 1V key instructional leaders cited concern that “extending the instructional day to
accommaodate recess for a half-day” kindergarten program might have significant
financial implications in such areas as transportation (more school buses and bus drivers)
and extended contracts for teachers. In Region IV, the following school divisions offer
half-day kindergarten: 1) Fairfax; 2) Frederick; 3) Loudoun; and 4) Prince William.
Region 1V is requested that the recess requirement for half-day kindergarten be waived
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and instead allow optional recess for divisions with half-day kindergarten where there is
enough time for recess outside of the three-hour instructional day.

e Two comments stressed the importance of recess in the physical and mental wellness of
children.

8 VAC 20-131-210. Role of the Principal.

e Language would specify that the principal must notify parents of rising 11" and 12"
graders of the number of standard and verified credits required for graduation, and the
number of such credits the student must earn in order to graduate. (8 22.1-253.13:4 of
the Code of Virginia)

Public Comment:
e PAVURSOL and one additional comment believes that the SOA should require notifying
parents of credits needed for graduation starting with rising ninth graders instead of
waiting until students are about to start eleventh grade.

8 VAC 20-131-220. Role of Professional Teaching Staff
e No changes are proposed.

| Public Comment: None

8 VAC 20-131-230. Role of Support Staff
e No changes are proposed.

| Public Comment: None

8 VAC 20-131-240. Administrative and Staff Support; Staffing Requirements.

e Staffing requirements that are prescribed in the Standards of Quality for principals,
assistant principals, librarians, guidance counselors, and clerical staff would be deleted
from the regulations because it is duplicative of language in § 22.1-253.13:2 of the Code
of Virginia. Reference is made to the Standards of Quality.

e Language about planning period for teachers in middle and secondary schools would be
revised to provide for equivalent time for teachers in schools with block schedules. (This
is consistent with language in 8 22.1-253.13:2 of the Code of Virginia.)

e Language is deleted that requires schools to report the extent to which unencumbered
lunch is provided. There is no state requirement for an unencumbered lunch.

Public Comment:
e VEMA and VEA support a revision to the staffing requirements for library-media
specialists to require:
o0 The number of library staff professionals in schools with 1500 plus students to be
specified,
o0 One full-time librarian at the elementary school regardless of enrollment,
0 An additional librarian for every 500 students above 300 in elementary,
0 An additional librarian for every 500 students over 1000 in middle and high
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o

schools,

A library assistant/clerk at 350 students for elementary schools,

An additional clerk for every additional 600 students,

An additional clerk for every 750 students beyond 750 students for middle and
high schools, and

Clerical staff assigned exclusively to the library according to specific enrollment
levels.

27 comments supported the VEMA and VEA positions.
One comment suggested that the standards should exceed the Southern Association of

Colleges and Schools staffing standards for libraries including:

o
(0}

o
o
o

Every public school should have at least one fully certified full-time librarian.
Any school with over 500 students should have a library secretary in addition to
librarian staff.

Schools with over 800 students should have two librarians.

Schools with over 1300 students should have three librarians.

Schools with ethnic and linguistic diversity or large populations of students with
disabilities should have the flexibility to have more librarians.

One comment stated the standards should include a realistic annual per student

expenditure for library materials with funding adjusted for inflationary costs and new
technologies and the Commonwealth should establish a measurable ratio of books to
students based on budgetary realities.

The VEA opposes the elimination of language requiring schools to report the extent to

which unencumbered lunch is provided.

(0}

Two comments from Spotsylvania suggested:

A full-time teacher is assigned 25 instructional periods in five days, five periods
per day. According to section D, a full-time teacher assigned 25 instructional
periods is not entitled to even one planning period per week.

In section E an alternating A/B day block schedule requires two calendar days to
complete five instructional periods by a teacher. Some school divisions assign
teachers six instructional blocks in two days. In both scenarios, no teacher is
assigned more than 15 instructional periods per week, and only 20 instructional
blocks are available per week. In the seven-period day, a full-time teacher
assigned five instructional periods per day and who teaches 150 student periods
per day will teach 750 students per week. By comparison, the alternating A/B day
block full-time teacher assigned three instructional periods per day and who
teaches 120 student periods per day will teach 600 students per week. In the
seven period day, the class period average load is 30 students. In the alternating
A/B day block schedule, the daily class period average load is 40 students.

In section F. In an alternating A/B day block schedule with full-time teachers
assigned 15 instructional periods per week, 750 student periods per week equates
to a per class average load of 50 students. This is inconsistent with the language
in section E. The language in sections D, E, and F is inconsistent across sections
when attempting to address both traditional and block schedules. To eliminate
confusion, please rethink the language pertaining to block schedules and don’t
combine it with standard schedules.

e Three comments object to Spotsylvania’s block scheduling and requested that the staffing
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issues for teachers with block schedules be resolved to allow time for teachers to have
breaks during the day to address issues other than instruction.

One comment requested that Spotsylvania and state policy state that a planning duty
period is for each CALENDAR day so that Spotsylvania may not define an instructional
day as two calendar days if on A/B block schedules.

One comment objected to Spotsylvania’s requirement that special education teachers give
up planning period time and instead use planning periods to attend IEP meetings and for
benchmark testing.

PAVURSOL opposes deleting staffing requirements and replacing it with references to
the Standards of Quality because school personnel and parents should not have to go to
other sources to find requirements. The Code requires that the SOA shall include
administrative and instructional staffing levels and positions (§ 22.1-253.13:3.A)

One comment stated language should be added for teachers that teach 4 X 4 block
schedule so that they teache no more that 75 students per semester making a total of 150
students per year.

The Virginia School Counselor Association (VSCA) commented that in 2002 elementary
school counselors were once again mandated in the Commonwealth and the SOA
language regarding 60 percent of guidance staff time being spent on counseling was not
changed to address elementary counselors. VSCA feels that without specifically
addressing elementary counselors in the 60/40 rule has negative implications for
elementary counselors. The language as written implies that elementary counselors may
not spend the majority of their time providing counseling services to students but may be
involved in noncounseling activities.

The Associated School Librarians of Fairfax County and two other comments also
support VEMA'’s proposal.

One comment supported the requirement of one full-time librarian in each school
regardless of size.

VAHPERD and eight other comments supported reducing the maximum student period
load for health and physical education teachers.

Four comments stated the SOA should make pupil-teacher ratios for health and physical
education consistent with other ratios at the elementary level.

Virginia Association of School Nurses and four other comments advocated for adding
staffing requirements for school nurses at 1:1000.

The VEA urges the Board to reduce teaching loads to 600 student periods per week with
800 for physical education and music.

The Region VII superintendents support a requirement of planning time for elementary
teachers.

One comment supported a revision to language in 240.E to ensure that every teacher has
a planning period everyday.

Seventeen comments stated the number of library staff professionals in schools with
1500+ students should be specified.

Eight comments supported an additional librarian for every 500 students with three at
1500 and four at 2000 in middle and high schools.

The VEA urges the Board to revise further this section by deleting subsection D and
changing subsection E to read, “The middle and secondary classroom teacher’s standard

13




March 22, 2006

load shall be no more than 25 class periods per week. One class period each day or the
equivalent, unencumbered by supervisory or teaching duties, shall be provided to every
full-time classroom teacher for instructional planning....” Subsection F should be revised
to reflect the following limits to class loads; 600 student periods per week, with 800 for
physical education and music, making that subsection consistent with subsection E.

One comment indicated that the proposed standard is flawed: a full-time teacher is
assigned 25 instructional periods in five days, five periods per day. According to section
D, a full-time teacher assigned 25 instructional periods is not entitled to even one
planning period per week. As to section E, an alternating A/B block schedule requires
two calendar days to complete five instructional periods by a teacher. Some schools
divisions assign teachers six instructional blocks in two days. In both scenarios, no
teacher is assigned more than 15 instructional periods per week, and only 20 instructional
blocks are available during the week. As to subsection F, in an alternating A/B day block
schedule with full-time teachers assigned 15 instructional periods per week, 750 student
periods per week equates to a per class average load of 50 students. This is inconsistent
with the language in subsection E. The language in subsections D, E, and F is
inconsistent across sections when attempting to address both traditional and block
schedules. To eliminate confusion, rethink the language pertaining to block schedules
and don’t combine with standard schedules.

8 VAC 20-131-260. Facilities and Safety.

Language related to regulations of the Board of Education pertaining to facilities would
be stricken. The Board of Education does not have regulations pertaining to requirements
of the Uniform Statewide Building Code.

Language would be added to provide for adequate and safe administration and storage of
student medications.

Language would also be added to require that written procedures for emergencies include
procedures to follow in the event of an allergic reaction.

Language would be added to require written procedures for the safe evacuation of
persons with special physical, medical, or language needs who may need assistance to
exit a building.

Public Comment:

The Virginia PTA supports the requirement for facilities for adequate and safe
administration and storage of student medications.

8 VAC 20-131-270. School and Community Communications.

A requirement would be added to provide information on the School Report Card on the
number of students obtaining industry certifications and passing state licensure
assessments and occupational competency assessments while still in high school. (This is
consistent with language in SB 1045 passed by the 2005 General Assembly.)
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Public Comment:

Virginia Beach General Advisory Council for Technical and Career Education, the
Hampton Roads Workforce Development Board for Area XVI, and one additional
comment supported including information on the School Report Card regarding the
number of students obtaining industry certifications and passing state licensure
assessments and occupational competency assessments while in high school.

One comment suggested the report card reflect retention rates for grades 9 through 12.
Eighty comments including those from Healthy Pathways Coalition and its affiliates,
Virginia Association of School Nurses, and the Prince William Health Partnership
Authority requested that the Board require the reporting of health/fitness data including
Body Mass Index (BMI) and an analysis of student needs on the School Report Card.
One comment requested that the Board add the reporting requirement in 8 VAC 20-131-
280.B.3 to 8 VAC 20-131-290.F.

8 VAC 20-131-280 School Accreditation.

Changes would be made for clarity and brevity.

| Public Comment: See graduation rates section

8 VAC 20-131-290. Procedures for Certifying Accreditation Eligibility.

Changes would be made for clarity.

| Public Comment: None

8 VAC 20-131-300. Application of the Standards.

The requirement that the pass rate for accreditation is 75 percent in English in grades 3
and 5 would be revised to grades 3 through 5 to reflect annual testing in English and
mathematics.

Beginning with ratings earned in 2010-2011 and beyond (based on assessments in 2009-
2010 and beyond), the pass rate for accreditation would be raised to 75 percent in English
and 70 percent in mathematics, science, and history and social science.

In any school division in which one-third or more of the schools are rated Accreditation
Denied (beginning in 2006-2007), language is added to specify action that the Board of
Education may take in accordance with the Standards of Quality (8§ 22.1-253.13:8 of the
Code of Virginia).

Public Comment:

See graduation rates section

PAVURSOL opposes corrective action plans, mandated instructional methods,
reconstitution, memoranda of understanding and all the rest because they are all based on
virtually nothing but the SOL scores.

8 VAC 20-131-310. Action Requirements for Schools that Are Accredited with Warning.

Language is revised to clarify that the school is to adopt a research-based instructional
intervention with a proven track record of success.
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Public Comment:

e The VEA and one other comment opposes adding the language, “research-based
instructional intervention” in this section because it believes the existing language is
clearer, better language. The words “research-based” adds no value as “research-based”
can be defined either too narrowly or too broadly to have any legitimate meaning.

8 VAC 20-131-320. Provisional Accreditation Benchmarks.
e The section would be repealed. It is obsolete and the benchmarks are no longer in effect.

| Public Comment: None

8 VAC 20-131-325. Recognitions and Rewards for School Accountability Performance.

e A school that maintains a pass rate of 95 percent or above for two consecutive years may
receive a waiver from annual accreditation, and would be accredited for three years.
However, the school must continue to submit documentation that it is in compliance with
the regulations.

e The waiver provisions currently in the regulations would be deleted, as no school has
requested such waivers.

e The provisions for the Governor’s Award for Outstanding Achievement Language is
revised to require that the school be Fully Accredited, and that it has significantly
increased student achievement in student subgroups to close the achievement gap.

Public Comment:

e The VEA supports allowing schools that maintain a pass rate of 95 percent or above for
two consecutive years to be accredited for three years, waiving the annual requirement.

8 VAC 20-131-330. Waivers.
e Minor editorial changes are proposed.

| Public Comment: None

8 VAC 20-131-340. Academic Reviews, Special Provisions, and Sanctions.

e A school rated Accreditation Denied would be subject to sanctions prescribed by the
Board and affirmed through a memorandum of understanding between the Board and the
local school board within 30 days following the opening of school.

e The memorandum of understanding could include, but not be limited to, provisions to:

1. Submit status report to the Board or a committee of the Board detailing the
implementation of corrective action;

2. Undergo a management and educational service delivery review. This review
would be modeled on the division-level efficiency review; or

3. Employ a turnaround specialist to address those conditions at the school that may
impede educational progress and effectiveness and academic success.
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Any school rated Accreditation Denied would be required to provide parents and the
community with a written notice of the school’s accreditation rating, a copy of the
school’s corrective action plan, and an opportunity to comment on the corrective action
plan. Such public comment shall be received and considered by the school division prior
to establishing the memorandum of understanding with the Board of Education.
As an alternative to the memorandum of understanding, a local school board may choose
to enter into an agreement with the Board of Education to reconstitute a school rated
Accreditation Denied. The reconstitution agreement may include any of the provisions
above along with one or more of the following actions:

1. Replacing all or a majority of the administrative staff and a substantial percent of

the instructional staff;
2. Hiring a private or nonprofit management firm from a Board of Education
approved list;

3. Converting the school to a charter school (§22.1-212.16 of the Code of Virginia).
If a local school board chooses to reconstitute a school, it could apply for an accreditation
rating of Conditionally Accredited. The Conditionally Accredited rating could be
extended for up to three years if the school is making progress toward a rating of Fully
Accredited in accordance with the terms of the agreement with the Board of Education.
The school would revert to a status of Accreditation Denied if it fails to meet the
requirements to be rated Fully Accredited by the end of the term of the agreement.
The local school board may choose to close a school rated Accreditation Denied or to
combine such school with another higher performing school in the division.
Schools that receive the status of Accreditation Denied would annually report their
progress toward meeting the requirements to be rated Fully Accredited to the Board of
Education. The status reports would be relayed to the Governor and members of the
General Assembly by November 15, as part of the Board’s annual report.
Language would specify that a school’s accreditation could be withheld for test security
violations.
Language would be added, consistent with the Standards of Quality (8§ 22.1-253.13:8 of
the Code of Virginia), to specify that the Board may take action against the local school
board due to failure of the local school board to maintain accredited schools.

Public Comment:

The VEA and 11 other comments objected to the language requiring the “replacing all or
a majority of the administrative staff and a substantial percentage of the instructional
staff.”

PAVURSOL opposes reconstitution based solely on standardized test pass rates. If
adopted, it should be limited to instructional staff for the tested subjects in question and
to the administrators who supervise them.

PAVURSOL opposes authorizing school boards to close schools or combine them with
higher performing schools based only on standardized test pass rates, forcing children
and parents to lose their neighborhood schools and community.

PAVURSOL believes any withholding of accreditation for test security violations should
require evidence that the violations in question would result in conferring an accreditation
rating which otherwise would be denied.
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PAVURSOL believes the Board of Education’s authority to seek school division
compliance with the school laws should not be limited to relevant provisions of the Code
when any school within a division is rated Accreditation Denied. PAVURSOL believes
laws regarding corrective action plans and other sanctions triggered by nothing but
standardized test pass rate requirements should not be the only school laws considered
serious and critical enough for the Board to actively enforce.

One school board stated it opposes what it perceived to be a takeover by the Board if a
school board fails to maintain fully accredited schools.

The Region VII superintendents oppose sanctions for low-performing schools.

The Virginia PTA opposes punitive actions against schools or school personnel and
suggests that the goal should be to offer positive change that will result in student
success.

One comment suggested that the Board review these provisions to ensure it is not limiting
the authority given in the Standards of Quality (SOQ) unintentionally and that the Board
consider the impact of the 50 percent requirement where schools may lose accreditation
based on low performance in one content area over a period of years.

One comment expressed concern about the option to reconstitute a school. She indicated
that the current sanction provisions of the SOA are acceptable and that the reconstitution
option presents problems for rural areas. She also indicated that professional support and
adequate funding make a bigger difference than massive restructuring.

The VEA strongly urges the Board not to move in a punitive direction regarding
sanctions for low-performing schools. Instead the VEA urges the Board to maintain the
path it has chosen to date and to enhance those efforts of support, assistance, and
resources based on assessments of needs. VEA said that we have seen success with that
approach through Governor Warner’s PASS Initiative and through VEA’s own Priority
School Initiative. Rather than impose punishments, the VEA recommends that the Board
pursue a plan of action to increase the state’s role in providing guidance, training, and
professional development, beginning with low performing schools.

OTHER

Public Comment:

Overall comment supporting state board’s work in public school administrators.
Requested that the Board continue to require schools to be accountable and evaluate
divisions that are not accredited before making major changes.

One comment expressed concern over the broad implications and effects of the SOA on
students with learning difficulties and environmental challenges.

One comment advocated spending more money on students with disabilities, students of
color, students with limited English proficiency, and students in rural areas to help them
graduate.

PAVURSOL commented that standardized test scores are estimates - not definitive
measures - of student achievement and major educational decisions should not be based
on test scores alone. PAVURSOL states that it is time Virginia starts heeding testing
standards and test experts’ consensus on appropriate and inappropriate uses of test scores,
to conduct SOL effectiveness studies, and to consider all research on the effects of high-
stakes testing.
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One comment requested that the SOL be eliminated and replaced with a more authentic
assessment.

Speech-Language-Hearing Association of Virginia (SHAV) has concerns about caseloads
and licensures issues.

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Public Comment:

The Virginia PTA supports programs of physical fitness not just physical education in
elementary and middle schools.

VAHPERD and seven additional comments support a requirement of physical education
for all grade levels K-12.

One comment supported requiring four years of physical education in high school.

Two comments supported mandatory health education separate from physical education
in grades K-10.

One comment supported mandatory physical education in grades K-10.

One comment stated all students in K-8 need at least 30 minutes of physical education
per day.

One comment supported requiring 150 minutes of physical education instruction per
week in grades 6-10.

One comment supported requiring physical education daily in elementary schools and at
least three days per week in middle and high schools.

VAHPERD and 19 other comments supported requiring SOL testing in health and
physical education.

Seventy-seven comments including those from Healthy Pathways Coalition and affiliates
and Virginia Association of School Nurses supported requiring a health and physical
education test once in elementary, once in middle and once in high school.

Two comments generally supported assessments in health and physical education.

One comment generally supports quality physical education in schools.

The Health and Physical Education County and City Supervisors of Virginia support
former Governor Warner’s proposal but suggest the following language:

o] 8 VAC 20-131-80. Elementary students are required to participate in health and
physical education program that aligns with the Virginia Health and Physical Education
Standards of Learning which is delivered by a Virginia licensed health and physical
education teacher.

o] 8 VAC 20-131-90. Middle school students are required to participate in health
and physical education program that aligns with the Virginia Health and Physical
Education Standards of Learning which is delivered by a Virginia licensed health and
physical education teacher.

One comment stated that physical education classes should not be graded, body mass
indices should not be noted on student report cards, and schools should create walking
programs or other healthy competitions so that kids do not fear participating in physical
education.

Two comments supported recommendations of the Healthy Pathways Coalition by
increasing the opportunity for physical activity for children.

One comment supported the intent of the Healthy Pathways Coalition but felt the
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coalition’s report should not be fully adopted and that a school report card should not
include aerobic capacity, muscular strength, endurance, flexibility and body composition,
or body mass index.

One comment supported efforts to improve fitness levels in students, but objected to a
school report card including body mass composition, and to students participating in the
Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System.

Sixteen comments supported requiring schools to participate in the Youth Risk Behavior
Surveillance Survey

Twenty comments objected to the use of the term “physical fitness” instead of the term
“physical education.” There is a distinction between physical fitness and physical
education. Physical fitness involves the ability to perform daily tasks without becoming
tired and physical education is having the knowledge about skills necessary for activities
and their benefits. Students’ participation in physical activity daily will hopefully
increase their health, mobility, and attitudes toward physical education.

Sixteen comments advocated for physical education five times per week for grades K-12.
Healthy Pathways Coalition and affiliates’ comments support requiring a minimum of
225 minutes per week in physical education.

The Virginia Action for Healthy Kids supports the Healthy Pathways Coalition’s
recommendations including requiring and end of course test in health and physical
education.

Virginia PTA and two other comments generally support physical activity for children
including recess and physical education.

One comment advocated requiring health and physical education at the elementary level
with a minimum of two 30 minute periods per week.

VAHPERD and two additional comments advocated for requiring daily physical
education.

Sixty-five comments from Healthy Pathways Coalition and affiliates advocated for a
minimum of 150 minutes per week of physical education.

Three comments advocated for 30 minutes per day of physical activity.

A Buckingham County school board member is opposed to incorporating the language
requiring students to participate in a program of physical fitness during the regular school
year in accordance with guidelines. He cited the following: 1) concern that guidelines
have not yet been established and it is “not clear whether the proposed additional
requirements will create a net benefit”’; 2) the costs in facilities and personnel is not
known and could be an unfunded mandate; and 3) school boards could lose control over
more of the time that students have for education. He offered other suggestions for
encouraging health and academic achievement, including the dissemination of research-
backed information, reform of the Literary Fund, additional funding for personnel, and an
evaluation process related to AYP.

One comment stated the goal of any physical education professional is to promote a
healthy lifestyle.

Four comments stated that physical education is important to include in all schools, and
through physical education, one can become physically fit and learn how to gain a
healthy lifestyle.

One comment stated the goal should be to make sure students have at least one activity
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that they can enjoy for a lifetime.

The Virginia Action for Healthy Kids supports the Healthy Pathways Coalition’s
recommendations including requiring an end-of-course test in health and physical
education.

Four comments supported requiring daily instruction in health and physical education for
all students in grades 6-8.

One comment supported requiring health and physical education for 8", 9", and 10"
grade.

Eleven comments supported requiring health and physical education in the 8" grade.

GRADUATION RATES

Public Comment:

Mid-Atlantic Juvenile Defender Center, Just Children, and nine additional comments
advocated using disaggregated data by subgroup as a component of school accreditation.
Two comments stated that data from school divisions indicates an alarming number of
African-American males and other minorities dropped out of school before graduating.
The Virginia PTA, Mid-Atlantic Juvenile Defender Center, Virginia Coalition of Latino
Organizations, Restorative Community Foundation, Just Children, chair of the
Charlottesville City School Board, Charlottesville Public Housing Association of
Residents and eleven additional comments urged the department to include graduation
rate standards, including reasonable graduation rate targets for full accreditation and
extending graduation rates and test-score accountability to NCLB subgroups. The
standards should also require significant and steady progress toward meeting those
targets over a reasonable period of time.

The Virginia Coalition of Latino Organizations expressed concern about the number of
Latino students dropping out of school.

Mid-Atlantic Juvenile Defender Center, Virginia Coalition of Latino Organizations,
Restorative Community Foundation, Virginia Organizing Project, and twelve additional
comments advocated for incentives for all schools to close the graduation and
achievement gaps.

The Restorative Community Foundation expressed concern about low graduation rates in
Virginia and the impact lack of a diploma has on minorities. It suggested that SOL tests
be used for school accountability and noted that the Board should grant accreditation only
if a reasonable percentage of the freshman class receives a diploma. It also suggested
that the SOA should include graduation and SOL test pass rates for No Child Left Behind
subgroups.

The VEA applauds the Board’s attention to graduation rates and encourages the Board to
work with other states, the United States Department of Education, the Southern Regional
Education Board and others to develop uniform reporting standards of graduation rates.
13 additional comments including those from the Law Center for Children supported the
VEA with schools only being accredited if a certain percentage of the freshman class
completes high school with a diploma.

One comment supports new standards to encourage high schools to promote higher
graduation rates in those areas where the rate is below average for the state. She cited
programs such as the Rappahannock County “Farm to Table” program that provides
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opportunities to rural youth. She recommended that the department support such
programs and provide incentives.

e One comment cited the following needs: 1) a consistent methodology for accounting for
dropouts; 2) ways to improve graduation rates; and 3) the inclusion of graduation rates in
accreditation criteria.

e One comment stated that accreditation should be based on a portfolio system, which
recognizes that test scores alone cannot tell an individual’s knowledge-story, much less
an institution’s teaching-story.

e PAVURSOL commented that the definition of “graduation rates” it proposes in 8 VAC
20-131-05 should be included as criteria in arriving at an acceptable on time graduation
percentage after consultation with relevant professional and parent groups. Graduation
rates should be part of all accreditation calculations and definitions as should externally
verified compliance with, at least all current pre-accreditation requirements, all laws and
regulations pertaining to education and services for students with disabilities, and
students identified as gifted.

Public Comment:
e One comment expressed concern about the SOL program generally stating that all
students do not learn the same way or have the same future. The concern is not to lower
the standards but to reach those students who don’t benefit from standardized methods.

Public Comment:
e One comment expressed concern about potential conflicts in the language throughout the
standards such as “additional tests” instead of “other tests”

Public Comment:

e One comment cited the following concerns: 1) applying standard goals to a group
assuming that all in the group are the same; 2) reaching students (particularly those at-
risk) who do not benefit from standardized methods; and 3) providing quality vocational
training with SOL that test vocational skills as an alternative to a pure academic track of
study.
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REGULATIONS ESTABLISHING STANDARDS FOR

ACCREDITING PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN VIRGINIA

8 VAC 20-131-05. Definitions.

The following words and terms apply only to these requlations and do not supersede

those definitions used for federal reporting purposes or for the calculation of costs related

to the Standards of Quality (8§ 22- 253.13:1 through 22.1-253.13:8). When used in these

requlations, these words shall have the following meanings, unless the context clearly

indicates otherwise:

“Accreditation” means a process used by the Virginia Department of Education

(hereinafter “department”) to evaluate the educational performance of public schools in

accordance with these requlations.

“Additional test” means a test, including substitute tests approved by the Board of

Education that students may use in lieu of a Standards of Learning test to obtain verified

credit.

[“Class period” means a segment of time in the school day that is approximately one-

sixth (1/6) of the instructional day.]
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“Combined school” means a public school that contains any combination of or all of the

grade levels from kindergarten through 12. This definition does not include those schools

defined as elementary, middle, or secondary schools.

“Elementary school” means a public school with any grades kindergarten through five.

“Eligible students” means the total number of students of school age enrolled in the

school at a grade or course for which a Standards of Learning test is required unless

excluded under the provisions of 8 VAC 20-131-30 F and 8 VAC 20-131-280 D relative

to limited English proficient (LEP) students.

“Enrollment” means the act of complying with state and local requirements relative to the

registration or admission of a child for attendance in a school within a local school

division. This term also means registration for courses within the student’s home school

or within related schools or programs.

“First time” means the student has not been enrolled in the school at any time during the

current school year (for purposes of 8 VAC 20-131-60 with reference to students who

transfer in during the school year).
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“Four core areas” or “four core academic areas” means English, mathematics, science,

and history and social science for purposes of testing for the Standards of Learning.

“Homebound instruction” means academic instruction provided to students who are

confined at home or in a health care facility for periods that would prevent normal school

attendance based upon certification of need by a licensed physician or a licensed clinical

psychologist.

“Locally awarded verified credit” means a verified unit of credit awarded by a local

school board in accordance with 8 VAC 20-131-110.

“Middle school” means a public school with any grades six through eight.

[“Planning period” means one class period per day or the equivalent unencumbered of

any teaching or supervisory duties.]

[“Recess” means a segment of free time exclusive of time provided for meals during the

standard school day in which students are given a break from instruction.]

[“Reconstitution” means a process that may be used to initiate a range of accountability

actions to improve pupil performance, curriculum, and instruction to address deficiencies
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that caused a school to be rated Accreditation Denied which may include, but not be

limited to, restructuring a school’s governance, instructional program, staff or student

population.]

“School” means a publicly funded institution where students are enrolled for all or a

majority of the instructional day and:

1. Those students are reported in fall membership at the institution; and

2. At a minimum, the institution meets the pre-accreditation eligibility requirements

of the Requlations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in

Virginia adopted by the Board of Education.

“Secondary school” means a public school with any grades nine through twelve.

“Standard school day” means a day that averages at least five and one-half instructional

hours for students in grades one through 12, [excluding breaks for meals and recess,] and

a minimum of three instructional hours for students in kindergartenf—exeluding-breaks-for

meals-and-recess].

“Standard school year” means a school year of at least 180 teaching days or a total of at

least 990 teaching hours per year.
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“Standard unit of credit” or “standard credit” means credit awarded for a course in which

the student successfully completes 140 clock hours of instruction and the requirements of

the course. Local school boards may develop alternatives to the requirement for 140

clock hours of instruction as provided for in these requlations at 8 VAC 20-131-110.

“Standards of Learning” (SOL) tests means those criterion referenced assessments

approved by the Board of Education for use in the Virginia assessment program that

measure attainment of knowledge and skills required by the Standards of Learning.

“Student” means a person of school age as defined by 8§ 22.1-1 of the Code of Virginia, a

child with disabilities as defined in § 22.1-213 of the Code of Virginia, and [a] person

with limited English proficiency in accordance with § 22.1-5 of the Code of Virginia.

[“Student periods” means the number of students a teacher instructs per class period

multiplied by the number of class periods taught.]

“Verified unit of credit” or “verified credit” means credit awarded for a course in which a

student earns a standard unit of credit and achieves a passing score on a corresponding

end-of-course SOL test or an additional test approved by the Board of Education as part

of the Virginia assessment program.
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102  “Virginia assessment program” means a system used to evaluate student achievement that

103 includes Standards of Learning tests and additional tests which may be approved from

104  time to time by the Board of Education.
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Part |

Purpose

8 VAC 20-131-10. Purpose.

The foremost purpose of public education in Virginia is to provide children with a quality
education giving them opportunities to meet their fullest potential in life. The standards
for the accreditation of public schools in Virginia are designed to ensure that an effective
educational program is established and maintained in Virginia's public schools. The
mission of the public education system is to educate students in the essential academic
knowledge and skills in order that they may be equipped for citizenship, work, and a
private life that is informed and free. The accreditation standards:

1. Provide an essential foundation of educational programs of high quality in all schools
for all students.

2. Encourage continuous appraisal and improvement of the school program for the
purpose of raising student achievement.

3. Foster public confidence.

4. Assure recognition of Virginia's public schools by other institutions of learning.

5. Establish a means of determining the effectiveness of schools.

Section 22.1-253.13:3 B of the Code of Virginia requires the Virginia Board of Education
(hereinafter "board") promulgate regulations establishing standards for accreditation.
The statutory authority for these regulations is delineated in §22.1-19 of the Code of

Virginia, which includes the requirement that the board shall provide for the accreditation
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of public elementary, middle and secondary schools in accordance with regulations

prescribed by it.

These requlations govern public schools operated by local school boards providing

instruction to students as defined in 8 VAC 20-131-05. Other schools licensed under

other state statutes are exempt from these requirements.




131

132

133

134

135

136

137

138

139

140

141

142

143

144

145

146

147

148

149

150

151

Virginia Department of Education Page 9 of 107
Draft March 22, 2006

REGULATIONS ESTABLISHING STANDARDS FOR

ACCREDITING PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN VIRGINIA

Part 11

Philosophy, Goals, and Objectives

8 VAC 20-131-20. Philosophy, goals, and objectives.

A.. Each school shall have a current philosophy, goals, and objectives that shall serve as
the basis for all policies and practices and shall be developed using the following criteria:
1. The philosophy, goals, and objectives shall be developed with the advice of
professional and lay people who represent the various populations served by the school
and in consideration of the needs of the community and shall serve as a basis for the
creation and review of the biennial school plan.

2. The school's philosophy, goals and objectives shall be consistent with the Standards of
Quality.

3. The goals and objectives shall (i) be written in plain language so as to be
understandable to noneducators, including parents; (ii) to the extent possible, be stated in
measurable terms; and (iii) consist primarily of measurable objectives to raise student and
school achievement in the core academic areas of the Standards of Learning (SOL), to

improve student and staff attendance, to reduce student drop-out rates, to increase

graduation rates, and to increase the quality of instruction through professional staff

development and licensure.
4. The school staff and community representatives shall review annually the extent to
which the school has met its prior goals and objectives, analyze the school's student

performance data including data by grade level or academic department as necessary, and
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report these outcomes to the division superintendent and the community in accordance

with local school board policy. This report shall be in addition to the school report card

required by 8 VAC 20-131-270 B.

B. Copies of the school's philosophy, goals and objectives shall be available upon

request.
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Part 1

Student Achievement

8 VAC 20-131-30. Student achievement expectations.

A. Each student should learn the relevant grade level/course subject matter before
promotion to the next grade. The division superintendent shall certify to the Department
of Education that the division's promotion/retention policy does not exclude students

from membership in a grade, or participation in a course, in which SOL tests are to be

administered. Each school shall have a process, as appropriate, to identify and

recommend strategies to address the learning, behavior, communication, or development

of individual children who are having difficulty in the educational setting.

B. In kindergarten through eighth grade, where [the administration of Virginia

Assessment Program SOL] tests are [administered required by the Board of Education],

each student shall be expected to take the SGkL-tests:; students who are accelerated should

take the tests for the grade level of the content received in instruction. Schools shall use

the [SOL Virginia Assessment Program] test results in kindergarten through eighth grade

as part of a set of multiple criteria for determining the promotion or retention of students.

Students promoted to high school from eighth grade should have attained basic mastery

of the Standards of Learning in English, history and social science, mathematics, and

science and should be prepared for high school work. Students shall not be required to

retake the [SOL Virginia Assessment Program] tests unless they are retained in grade and
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have not previously passed the related [SOL} tests;-er-they-participate-inaremediation

C. In kindergarten through grade 8 12, students may participate in a remediation recovery

program as established by the board in English (Reading,—titerature-and-Researeh) or

mathematics or both. ta-grades-9-through-12-the remediationrecovery-program-shal

D. The board recommends that students in kindergarten through grade 8 not be required
to attend summer school or weekend remediation classes solely based on failing a SOL

test in science or history/social science.

E. Each student in middle and secondary schools shall take all applicable end-of-course
SOL tests following course instruction. Students who achieve a passing score on an end-
of-course SOL test shall be awarded a verified unit of credit in that course in accordance
with the provisions of 8 VAC 20-131-110 B. Students may earn verified units of credit in

any courses for which end-of-course SOL tests are available. Middle and secondary
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schools may consider the student's end-of-course SOL test score in determining the
student's final course grade. However, no student who has failed an end-of-course SOL
test but passed the related course shall be prevented from taking any other course in a
content area and from taking the applicable end-of-course SOL test. The board may

approve [ether] additional tests to verify student achievement in accordance with

guidelines adopted for verified units of credit described in 8 VAC 20-131-110 B.

F. Participation in the Virginia assessment program SOL-testing by students with

disabilities wiH-shall be prescribed by provisions of their Individualized Education

Program (IEP)_or 504 Plan. All students with disabilities shall be assessed with

appropriate accommodations and alternate assessments where necessary.

G. All students identified as limited English proficient (LEP) shall participate in the

Virginia assessment program. A school based committee shall convene and make

determinations regarding the Participation participation [level]of LEP students in SOk

the Virginia assessment program testing-by-students-identified-as-Hmited-English
Ficient (LER) shall iddodl | hoolL | . I I I

determinations. In kindergarten through eighth grade, LEP students may be granted a
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one-time exemption from SOL testing in each-of the-four-core-areas-the core academic

areas of science and history and social science.

H. Students identified as foreign exchange students taking courses for credit shall be

required to take the relevant Standardsof Learning Virginia assessment program tests.

Foreign exchange students who are auditing courses and who will not receive a standard

unit of credit for such courses shall not be required to take the Standards of Learning tests

for those courses.
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8 VAC 20-131-50. Requirements for graduation.

A. The requirements for a student to earn a diploma [and graduate] from a Virginia high

school shall be those in effect when that student enters the ninth grade for the first time.
Students may shall be awarded a diploma ercertificate upon graduation from a Virginia
high school.

When students below the ninth grade successfully complete courses offered for credit in
grades 9 through 12, credit shall be counted toward meeting the standard units required
for graduation provided the courses meet-SOL-contentregquirements-or are equivalent in
content and academic rigor as those courses offered at the secondary level. To earn a
verified unit of credit for these courses, students must meet the requirements of 8 VAC
20-131-110 B.

The following requirements shall be the only requirements for a diploma, unless a local
school board has prescribed additional requirements which that have been approved by

the boeard Board of Education. All additional requirements prescribed by local school

boards{, and in effect as of June 30, 1997.] are approved to continue those requirements
pending-further-action-by-the-beard that have been approved by the Board of Education,

remain in effect until such time as the local school board submits a request to amend or

discontinue them. Fhe-requirementsfor-Certificates-of-Program-Completion-are

B. Requirements for a Standard Diploma.
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3 1. Beginning with the [rinth-grade ninth-grade] classes of 2003-04 and beyond,

students shall earn the required standard and verified units of credit described in
subdivision-4-2 of this subsection.

4-2. Credits required for graduation with a Standard Diploma.



276
277
2178
279
280
281
282
283
284
285
286
287
288

Virginia Department of Education Page 18 of 107
Draft March 22, 2006

REGULATIONS ESTABLISHING STANDARDS FOR

ACCREDITING PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN VIRGINIA

Discipline Area Standard Units of Credit Verified Credits
Required Required

English 4 2
Mathematics' 3 1
Laboratory Science®® 3 1
History and Social Sciences®® 3 1
Health and Physical Education 2

Fine Arts or Practical-Arts Career and 1

Technical Education

Electives’ 6

Student Selected Test® 1
Total 22 6

FN1 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall be at or above the level of algebra and shall
include at least two course selections from among: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra I, or other mathematics
courses above the level of algebra and geometry. The board may approve additional courses to satisfy this
requirement.

FN2 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include course selections from at least two
different science disciplines: earth sciences, biology, chemistry, or physics. The board may approve
additional courses to satisfy this requirement.

FN3 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include U.S. and Virginia History, U.S. and

Virginia Government, and one world-history/geegraphy course in either world history or geography or

approve additional courses to satisfy this requirement.
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FN4 Beginning-with-the-graduating-class-of2003,-courses Courses to satisfy this requirement shall include

at least two sequential electives as required by the Standards of Quality.

FN5 A student may utilize additional tests for earning verified credit in computer science, technology,

career and technical education or other areas as prescribed by the board in 8 VAC 20-131-110-B.

FNG6 Students who complete a career and technical [education] program sequence and pass an examination

or occupational competency assessment in a career and technical education field that confers certification

or an occupational competency credential from a recognized industry, or trade or professional association

or acquires a professional license in a career and technical education field from the Commonwealth of

Virginia may substitute the certification, competency credential, or license for (1) the student selected

verified credit and (2) either a science or history and social science verified credit when the certification,

license, or credential confers more than one verified credit. The examination or occupational competency

assessment must be approved by the Board of Education as an additional test to verify student achievement.

Students completing the requirements for the Standard Diploma may be eligible to
receive an honor deemed appropriate by the local school board as described in subsection

| of this section.

C. Requirements for an Advanced Studies Diploma.

2-Credits required for graduation with an Advanced Studies Diploma.
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312 FN1 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall be at or above the level of algebra and shall

Discipline Area Standard Units of Credit Verified Credits
Required Required

English 4 2
Mathematics' 4 2
Laboratory Science® 4 2
History and Social Sciences® 4 2
Foreign Language* 3

Health and Physical Education 2

Fine Arts or Practical-Arts-Career and 1

Technical Education

Electives 2

Student Selected Test® 1
Total 24 9

313 include at least three different course selections from among: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra Il, or other
314 mathematics courses above the level of Algebra Il. The board may approve additional courses to satisfy this
315  requirement.

316 FN2 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include course selections from at least three

317 different science disciplines from among: earth sciences, biology, chemistry, or physics or completion of
318  the sequence of science courses required for the International Baccalaureate Diploma. The board may

319  approve additional courses to satisfy this requirement.

320 FN3 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include U.S. and Virginia History, U.S. and

321  Virginia Government, and two werld-history/geography-courses in either world history or geography or

322  Dboth. courses. A

323
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H-and-a-year-long-course-of Werld History-Part- H-The board may approve additional courses to satisfy this

requirement.

FN4 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include Fhree three years of one language or two

years of two languages.

FN5 A student may utilize additional tests for earning verified credit in computer science, technology,

career or technical education or other areas as prescribed by the board in 8 VAC 20-131-110.

Students completing the requirements for the Advanced Studies Diploma may be eligible

to receive an honor deemed appropriate by the local school board as described in

subsection F | of this section.

D. Requirements for the Modified Standard Diploma.

1. Every student shall be expected to pursue a Standard Diploma or Advanced Studies

Diploma. The Modified Standard Diploma program is intended for certain students at the
secondary level who have a disability and are unlikely to meet the credit requirements for
a Standard Diploma. Eligibility and participation in the Modified Standard Diploma

program shall be determined by the student's tadividual Individualized Education

Program (IEP) team and including the student, where appropriate, at any point after the

student's eighth grade year.
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[2. The school must secure the informed written consent of the parent/guardian and the
student to choose this diploma program after review of the student's academic history and
the full disclosure of the student's options.

3. The student who has chosen to pursue a Modified Standard Diploma shall also be
allowed to pursue the Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma at any time throughout that
student's high school career, and the student must not be excluded from courses and tests
required to earn a Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma.]

4-2. Beginning-with-the-ninth-grade-elass-0f 2000-01; students Students pursuing the
Modified Standard Diploma shall pass literacy and numeracy competency assessments

prescribed by the board.

5-3. Credits required for graduation with a Modified Standard Diploma.

Discipline Area Standard Units of Credit
Required
English 4
Mathematics' 3
Science’ 2
History and Social Sciences® 2
Health and Physical Education 2
Fine Arts or Career and Technical Education 1
Electives’ 6
Total 20
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356  FN1Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include content from among applications of
357  algebra, geometry, personal finance, and statistics in courses that have been approved by the board.
358 FN2Courses completed shall include content from at least two of the following: applications of earth
359  science, biology, chemistry, or physics in courses approved by the board.

360 FN3Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include one unit of credit in U.S. and Virginia

361 History and one unit of credit in U.S. and Virginia Government in courses approved by the board.

362  FN4Beginning-with-the-graduating-class-of 2003 courses Courses to satisfy this requirement shall include

363  at least two sequential electives in the same manner required for the Standard Diploma.

364

365  65. The student must meet any additional criteria established by the board Board of
366  Education.

367

368 E. In accordance with the requirements of the Standards of Quality, students with
369  disabilities who complete the requirements of their Individualized Education Program
370  (IEP) and do not meet the requirements for other diplomas shall be awarded Special
371  Diplomas.

372

373  F. Inaccordance with the requirements of the Standards of Quality, students who
374 complete prescribed programs of studies defined by the local school board but do not

375 qualify for Standard, Advanced Studies, Modified Standard, or General Achievement

376  diplomas shall be awarded Certificates of Program Completion. The requirements for

377  Certificates of Program Completion are developed by local school boards in accordance




378

379

380

381

382

383

384

385

386

387

388

389

390

391

392

393

394

395

396

397

398

Virginia Department of Education Page 24 of 107
Draft March 22, 2006

REGULATIONS ESTABLISHING STANDARDS FOR

ACCREDITING PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN VIRGINIA

with the Standards of Quality. Students receiving a general achievement diploma shall

comply with 8 VAC 20-680-10 et seq., Requlations Governing the General Achievement

Diploma.

G. In accordance with the provisions of the compulsory attendance law and 8 VAC 20-
360-10 et seq., Regulations Governing General Education Development Certificates,

students who do not qualify for diplomas may earn a high school equivalency credential.

H. At a student's request, the local school board shall communicate or otherwise make
known to institutions of higher education, potential employers, or other applicable third
parties, in a manner that the local school board deems appropriate, that a student has
attained the state's academic expectations by earning a Virginia diploma and that the
value of such a diploma is not affected in any way by the accreditation status of the

student's school.

I. Awards for exemplary student performance. Students who demonstrate academic
excellence and/or outstanding achievement may be eligible for one [or more] of the
following awards:

1. Students who complete the requirements for an Advanced Studies Diploma with an

average grade of "B" or better, and successfully complete college-level [eeurse-work

coursework] that will earn the student at least 9 transferable college credits in atteast-one
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advanced-placement-course Advanced Placement (AP), international-bacealaureate

International Baccalaureate (IB), er Cambridge, or dual enrollment courses ene-cellege-

levelcoursefor-credit, wil shall receive the Governor's Seal on the diploma.

2. Students who complete the requirements for a Standard Diploma or Advanced Studies

Diploma with an average grade of "A" wiH shall receive a Board of Education Seal on the
diploma.

3. The Board of Education's Career and Technical Education Seal will be awarded to
students who earn a Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma and complete a prescribed
sequence of courses in a career and technical education concentration or specialization
that they choose and maintain a "B" or better average in those courses; or (i) pass an

examination or an occupational competency assessment in a career and technical

education concentration or specialization that confers certification or occupational

competency credential from a recognized industry, trade or professional association or

(i) acquire a professional license in that career and technical education field from the

Commonwealth of Virginia. [The Board of Education shall approve all professional

licenses and examinations used to satisfy these requirements.]

4. The Board of Education's Seal of Advanced Mathematics and Technology will be
awarded to students who earn either a Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma and (i)
satisfy all of the mathematics requirements for the Advanced Studies Diploma (four units
of credit including Algebra Il; two verified units of credit) with a "B™ average or better;

and (ii) either (a) pass an examination in a career and technical education field that
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confers certification from a recognized industry, or trade or professional association; (b)
acquire a professional license in a career and technical education field from the
Commonwealth of Virginia; or (c) pass an examination approved by the board that

confers college-level credit in a technology or computer science area. [The Board of

Education shall approve all professional licenses and examinations used to satisfy these

requirements.]

5. The Board of Education’s Seal for Excellence in Civics Education will be awarded to

students who earn either a Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma and: i) complete

Virginia and United States History and Virginia and United States Government courses

with a grade of "B" or higher; and, ii) have good attendance and no disciplinary

infractions as determined by local school board policies and, iii) complete 50 hours of

voluntary participation in community service or extracurricular activities. Activities that

would satisfy the requirements of iii) include: a) volunteering for a charitable or religious

organization that provides services to the poor, sick or less fortunate; b) participating in

Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, or similar youth organizations; ¢) participating in JROTC: d)

participating in political campaigns or government internships, or Boys State, Girls State,

or Model General Assembly; or e) participating in school-sponsored extracurricular

activities that have a civics focus. Any student who enlists in the United States military

prior to graduation will be deemed to have met this community service requirement.
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56. Students may receive other seals or awards for exceptional academic, career and

technical, citizenship, or other exemplary performance in accordance with criteria defined

by the local school board.

J. Students completing graduation requirements in a summer school aceredited-under-this
chapter program shall be eligible for a diploma. The last school attended by the student
during the regular session shall award the diploma unless otherwise agreed upon by the

principals of the two schools.

K. Students who complete advancedplacement-Advanced Placement courses, college-

level courses, or courses required for an International Baccalaureate Diploma shall be

deemed to have completed the requirements for graduation under these standards
provided they have earned the standard units of credit and earned verified units of credit

in accordance with the requirements of subsections B and C of this section.

L. Students shall be counseled annually regarding the opportunities for using additional
tests for earning verified credits as provided in accordance with the provisions of
8VAC20-131-110 B, and the consequences of failing to fulfill the obligations to complete

the requirements for verified units of credit.
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458 8 VAC 20-131-60. Transfer efcredits students.

459  A. The provisions of this section pertain generally to students who transfer into Virginia

460 high schools. Students transferring in grades K-8 [from Virginia public schools or

461 nonpublic schools accredited by one of the approved accrediting constituent members of

462  the Virginia Council for Private Education shall be given recognition for all grade-level

463  work completed. The academic record of students transferring from all other schools]

464  shall be [evaluated to determine appropriate grade placement placed-in-grade] in

465  accordance with policies adopted by the local school board.

466

467  A-B. For the purposes of this section, the term "beginning"” means within the first 20
468  hours of instruction per course. The term "during” means after the first 20 hours of
469  instruction per course.

470

471  C. Standard or verified units of credit earned by a student in a Virginia public school

472  shall be transferable without limitation regardless of the accreditation status of the

473  Virginia public school in which the credits were earned. Virginia public schools shall

474  accept standard and verified units of credit from other Virginia public schools and state

475  operated programs. Standard units of credit also shall be accepted for courses

476  satisfactorily completed in accredited colleges and universities when prior written

477  approval of the principal has been granted or the student has been given credit by the

478  previous school attended.
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B D. A secondary school shall accept credits toward graduation received from [ether}

accredited seeondary [Virginia nonpublic] schools [aceredited-by-any-of the-acerediting

agencies recognized-by the U.S.- Department-of Education, ], including-Jand-schools]

accredited through- by one of the [approved accrediting] constituent members of the

Virginia Council for Private Education (VCPE). The beard Board of Education will

maintain contact with the VCPE te and may periodically review its accrediting

procedures and policies en-a-pertodic-basis as part of its policies under this section.

[Nothing in these standards shall prohibit a public school from accepting standard units

of credit toward graduation awarded to students who transfer from all other schools when

the courses for which the student receives credit generally match the description of or can

be substituted for courses for which the receiving school gives standard credit, and the

school from which the child transfers certifies that the courses for which credit is given

meet the requirements of 8 VAC 20-131-110 A.]

Students transferring into a Virginia public school shall be required to meet the
requirements prescribed in 8 VAC 20-131-50 to receive a Standard, Advanced Studies, or
Modified Standard Diploma, except as provided by subsection F G of this section. To
receive a Special Diploma or Certificate of Program Completion, a student must meet the

requirements prescribed by the Standards of Quality._[Students-whe-transfer from
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DE. Records-of transferred-students The academic record of a student transferring from

other Virginia public schools shall be sent directly to the school receiving the student

upon request of the receiving school in accordance with the provisions of the

8 VAC 20-150-10 et seq., Management of the Student's Scholastic Records in Virginia.

E-F. The academic record of a student transferring into Virginia public schools from
other than a Virginia public school, shall be evaluated to determine the number of
standard units of credit that have been earned, including credit from schools outside the

United States, and the number of verified units of credit needed to graduate in accordance

with subsection F G of this section. Virginiapublic-schools-shall-acceptstandard-and

Standard units of credit also shall be accepted for courses satisfactorily completed in

accredited colleges and universities when priorwritten-approval-of the-principal-has-been
granted-or-the student has been given credit by the previous school attended.
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Students transferring above the tenth grade from schools or other education programs that
do not require or give credit for health and physical education shall not be required to

take these courses to meet graduation requirements.

FG. Students entering a Virginia public high school for the first time after the tenth grade
shall be-encouraged-te earn as many credits as possible toward the graduation

requirements prescribed in 8 VAC 20-131-50. However, schools may substitute courses

required in other states in the same content area if the student is unable to meet the

specific content requirements of 8 VAC 20-131-50 without taking a heavier than normal

course load in any semester, by taking summer school, or by taking courses after the time

when he otherwise would have graduated. In any event, no such student shall earn fewer

than the following number of verified units, nor shall such students be required to take
SOL tests or additional tests as defined in 8 VAC 20-131-110 B for verified units of
credit in courses previously completed at another school or program of study, unless
necessary to meet the requirements listed in subdivisions 1 and 2 of this subsection:

1. For a Standard Diploma:

a. Students entering a Virginia high school for the first time during the ninth grade or at
the beginning of the tenth grade shall earn credit as prescribed in 8 VAC 20-131-50;

b. Students entering a Virginia high school for the first time during the tenth grade or at

the beginning of the eleventh grade shall earn a minimum of four verified units of credit:
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one each in English, mathematics, history, and science[. Students who complete a career

and technical education program sequence may substitute a certificate, occupational

competency credential or license for either a science or history and social science verified

credit pursuant to 8 VAC 20-131-50;]exceptthat-during-the-transitionperiod-2000-01

choesing; and

c. Students entering a Virginia high school for the first time during the eleventh grade or

at the beginning of the twelfth grade shall earn a minimum of two verified units of credit:
one in English and one of the student's own choosing.

2. For an Advanced Studies Diploma:

a. Students entering a Virginia high school for the first time during the ninth grade or at
the beginning of the tenth grade shall earn credit as prescribed in 8 VAC 20-131-50;

b. Students entering a Virginia high school for the first time during the tenth grade or at
the beginning of the eleventh grade shall earn a minimum of six verified units of credit:
two in English and one each in mathematics, history, and science and one of the student's
own choosing; and

c. Students entering a Virginia high school for the first time during the eleventh grade or
at the beginning of the twelfth grade shall earn a minimum of four verified units of credit:

one in English and three of the student's own choosing.
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G H. Students entering a Virginia high school for the first time after the first semester of
their eleventh grade year must meet the requirements of subdivision E G1 cor E G 2 c of
this section. Students transferring after 20 instructional hours per course of their senior or
twelfth grade year shall be given every opportunity to earn a Standard, Advanced Studies,
or Modified Standard Diploma. If it is not possible for the student to meet the
requirements for a diploma, arrangements should be made for the student's previous
school to award the diploma. If these arrangements cannot be made, a waiver of the
verified unit of credit requirements may be available to the student. The Department of

Education may grant such waivers upon request by the local school board in accordance

with guidelines prescribed by the beard Board of Education.

H 1. Any local school division receiving approval to increase its course credit
requirements for a diploma may not deny either the Standard, Advanced Studies, or
Modified Standard Diploma to any transfer student who has otherwise met the
requirements contained in these standards if the transfer student can only meet the
division's additional requirements by taking a heavier than normal course load in any
semester, by taking summer school, or by taking courses after the time when he otherwise

would have graduated.
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1 J. The transcript of a student who graduates or transfers from a Virginia secondary

school shall conform to the requirements of 8 VAC 20-160-10 et seq., Regulations

Governing Secondary School Transcripts.

JK. The accreditation status of a high school shall not be included on the student
transcript provided to colleges, universities, or employers. The board expressly states that
any student who has met the graduation requirements established in 8 VAC 20-131-50
and has received a Virginia diploma holds a diploma that should be recognized as equal
to any other Virginia diploma of the same type, regardless of the accreditation status of
the student's high school. It is the express policy of the board that no student shall be
affected by the accreditation status of the student's school. The board shall take
appropriate action, from time to time, to ensure that no student is affected by the

accreditation status of the student's school.
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Part IV

School Instructional Program

8 VAC 20-131-70. Program of instruction and learning objectives.

A. Each school shall provide a program of instruction that promotes individual student
academic achievement in the essential academic disciplines and shall provide additional
instructional opportunities that meet the abilities, interests, and educational needs of
students. Each school shall establish learning objectives to be achieved by students at
successive grade levels that meet or exceed the knowledge and skills contained in the
Standards of Learning for English, mathematics, science, and history/social science

adopted by the board and shall continually assess the progress of each student in relation

to the objectives.

B. Instruction shall be designed to accommodate all students, including those identified

with disabilities in accordance with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act or

8§ 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, as amended, those identified as gifted/talented, and those

who have limited English proficiency. Each school shall provide students identified as
gifted/talented with instructional programs taught by teachers with special training or
experience in working with gifted/talented students. Students with disabilities shall have
the opportunity to receive a full continuum of education services, in accordance with

8 VAC 20-186 80-10 et seq., Regulations Governing Special Education Programs for

Children with Disabilities in Virginia and other pertinent federal and state regulations.
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8 VAC 20-131-80. Instructional program in elementary schools.

A. The elementary school shall provide each student a program of instruction which
corresponds to the Standards of Learning for English, mathematics, science, and
history/social science. In addition, each school shall provide instruction in art, music, and

physical education and health; and shall-previde-require students-with-a-day-reeess

to participate in a

program of physical fitness during the reqular school year in accordance with quidelines

established by the Board of Education.

B. In kindergarten through grade 3, reading, writing, spelling, and mathematics shall be
the focus of the instructional program. Schools shall maintain, in a manner prescribed by

the [beard Board of Education], an early skills and knowledge achievement record in

reading and [math mathematics] for each student in grades kindergarten through grade 3
to monitor student progress and to promote successful achievement on the third grade
SOL tests. This record shall be included with the student's records if the student transfers

to a new school.

C. To provide students with sufficient opportunity to learn, a minimum of [#5% 75
percent] of the annual instructional time of 990 hours shall be given to instruction in the
disciplines of English, mathematics, science, and history/social science. Students who are

not successfully progressing in early reading proficiency or who are unable to read with



636

637

Virginia Department of Education Page 37 of 107
Draft March 22, 2006

REGULATIONS ESTABLISHING STANDARDS FOR

ACCREDITING PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN VIRGINIA

comprehension the materials reeessary used for instruction shall receive additional

instructional time in reading, which may include summer school.
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8 VAC 20-131-90. Instructional program in middle schools.

A. The middle school shall provide each student a program of instruction which
corresponds to the Standards of Learning for English, mathematics, science, and
history/social science. In addition, each school shall provide instruction in art, music,

foreign language, physical education and health, and career and technical exploration,

and shall require students to participate in a program of physical fitness during the reqular

school vear in accordance with guidelines established by the Board of Education.

B. The middle school shall provide a minimum of eight courses to students in the eighth
grade. English, mathematics, science, and history/social science shall be required. Four
elective courses shall be available: level one of a foreign language, one in health and

physical education, one in fine arts, and one in career and technical exploration.

C. Level one of a foreign language and an Algebra | course shall be available to all eighth

grade students. For any high school credit-bearing course taken in middle school, parents
may request that grades be omitted from the student's transcript and the student not earn
high school credit for the course in accordance with policies adopted by the local school
board. Notice of this provision must be provided to parents with a deadline and format for

making such a request. Nothing in this-chapter these requlations shall be construed to

prevent a middle school from offering any other credit-bearing courses for graduation.
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D. To provide students a sufficient opportunity to learn, each student shall be provided

140 clock hours per year of instruction in each of the four disciplines of English, [math;

mathematics,] science, and history/social science. Sixth grade students may receive an

alternative schedule of instruction provided each student receives at least 560 total clock

hours of instruction in the four academic disciplines.

E. Each school shall ensure that students who are unable to read with comprehension the

materials used for instruction receive additional instruction in reading, which may include

summer school.
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8 VAC 20-131-100. Instructional program in secondary schools.

A. The secondary school shall provide each student a program of instruction in the
academic areas of English, mathematics, science, and history/social science that enables
each student to meet the graduation requirements described in 8 VAC 20-131-50 and
shall offer opportunities for students to pursue a program of studies in academies foreign
languages, fine arts, and career and technical areas including:

1. Career and technical education choices that prepare the student as a career and
technical education program completer in one of three or more occupational areas and
that prepare the student for technical or preprofessional postsecondary programs;

2. [Course-work Coursework] and experiences that prepare the student for college-level

studies including access to at least twe three advanced-placement-Advanced Placement

courses, ertwo college-level courses for degree credit, International Baccalaureate

courses, or any combination thereof;

3. Preparation for college admissions tests; and

4. Opportunities to study and explore the fine arts and foreign languages.

B. Minimum course offerings for each secondary school shall provide opportunities for
students to meet the graduation requirements stated in 8 VAC 20-131-50 and must

include:
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English 4
Mathematics 4
Science (Laboratory) 4
History and Social Sciences 4
Foreign Language 3
Electives 4
Career and Technical Education 11
Fine Arts 2
Health and Physical Education 2
Total Units 38

C. Classroom driver education may count for 36 class periods of health education.
Students shall not be removed from classes other than health and physical education for

the in-car phase of driver education.

D. Each school shall ensure that students who are unable to read with comprehension the

materials used for instruction receive additional instruction in reading, which may include

summer school.
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8 VAC 20-131-110. Standard and verified units of credit.

A. The standard unit of credit for graduation shall be based on a minimum of 140 clock
hours of instruction and successful completion of the requirements of the course. When
credit is awarded in less than whole units, the increment awarded must be no greater than

the fractional part of the 140 hours of instruction provided. If a school division elects to

award credit ir-a-nroncore-academic-course-on a basis other than the 140 clock hours of

instruction required for a standard unit of credit defined in this subsection, the local

school division shall develop a written policy approved by the superintendent and school
board which ensures:

1. That the content of the course for which credit is awarded is comparable to 140 clock
hours of instruction; and

2. That upon completion, the student will have met the aims and objectives of the course.

B. A verified unit of credit for graduation shall be based on a minimum of 140 clock
hours of instruction, successful completion of the requirements of the course, and the
achievement by the student of a passing score on the end-of-course SOL test for that

course or additional tests as described in this subsection. A student may also earn a

verified unit of credit by the following methods:

1. In accordance with the provisions of the Standards of Quality, students may earn a
standard and verified unit of credit for any elective course in which the core academic

SOL course content has been integrated and the student passes the related end-of-course
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SOL test. Such course and test combinations must be approved by the beard Board of
Education.

2. _Upon the recommendation of the division superintendent and demonstration of
mastery of course content and objectives, qualified students may receive a standard unit
of credit and be permitted to sit for the relevant SOL test to earn a verified credit without

having to meet the 140-clock-hour requirement.

3. [Beqginning with the ninth grade class of 2003-2004 and beyond Students students]

who do not pass Standards of Learning tests in science or history and social science may

[be receive locally] awarded verified credits [by from] the local school board in

accordance with criteria established in guidelines adopted by the Board of Education.

C. The beard Board of Education may from time to time approve additional tests for the

purpose of awarding verified credit. Such additional tests, which enable students to earn
verified units of credit, must, at a minimum, meet the following criteria:

1. The test must be standardized and graded independently of the school or school
division in which the test is given;

2. The test must be knowledge based:;

3. The test must be administered on a multistate or international basis, or administered as

part of another state’s accountability assessment program; and

4. To be counted in a specific academic area, the test must measure content that

incorporates or exceeds the SOL content in the course for which verified credit is given.
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The boeard-Board of Education will set the score that must be achieved to earn a verified

unit of credit on the additional test options.

D. With such funds as are appropriated by the General Assembly, the beard Board of
Education will provide opportunities for students who meet criteria adopted by the board
to have an expedited retake of an end-of-course a SOL test to earn verified credit or to

meet literacy and numeracy requirements for the Modified Standard Diploma.
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8 VAC 20-131-120. Summer school.

A. The courses offered and the quality of instruction in the summer school program shall
be comparable to that offered during the regular school term. At the middle and
secondary school levels, credit for courses taken for credit toward graduation other than a

repeat course shall be awarded in accordance with the requirements of 8 VAC 20-131-

110. Students must also meet the requirements for SOL testing if appropriate.

B. At the middle and secondary school levels, credit for repeat courses ordinarily will be
granted on the same basis as that for new courses; however, with prior approval of the
principal, students may be allowed to enroll in repeat courses to be completed in no less
than 70 clock hours of instruction per unit of credit. Students must also meet the

requirements for SOL testing if appropriate.

C. Summer school instruction at any level, which is provided as part of a state-funded
remedial program, shall be designed to improve specific identified student deficiencies.

Such programs shall be conducted in accordance with regulations adopted by the board.
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769 8 VAC 20-131-130. Elective courses.

770  Locally developed elective courses offered for credit toward high school graduation shall

771  be approved by the division superintendent and local school board.
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8 VAC 20-131-140. College preparation programs and opportunities for postsecondary
credit.

Each middle and secondary school shall provide for the early identification and
enrollment of students in a college preparation program with a range of educational and

academic experiences in and outside the classroom, including an emphasis on

experiences that will motivate disadvantaged and minority students to attend college.

Beginning in the middle school years, students shall be counseled on opportunities for

beginning postsecondary education and opportunities for obtaining industry

certifications, occupational competency credentials, or professional licenses in a career

and technical education field prior to high school graduation. Such opportunities shall

include access to at least three Advanced Placement courses or three college-level

courses for degree credit pursuant to 8 VAC 20-131-100. Students taking advantage of

such opportunities shall not be denied participation in school activities for which they are
otherwise eligible. Wherever possible, students shall be encouraged and afforded
opportunities to take college courses simultaneously for high school graduation and
college degree credit (dual enrollment), under the following conditions:

1. Written approval of the high school principal prior to participation in dual enroliment
must be obtained,;

2. The college must accept the student for admission to the course or courses; and
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3. The course or courses must be given by the college for degree credits (no remedial

courses will be accepted).

Schools that comply with this standard shall not be penalized in receiving state

appropriations.
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8 VAC 20-131-150. Standard school year and school day.

A. The standard school year shall be 180 [instructional] days. The standard school day for

students in grades 1 through 12 shall average at least 5-1/2 [instructional] hours,

excluding breaks for meals and recess, and a minimum of three hours for kindergarten.

B. All students in grades 1 through 12 shall maintain a full day schedule of classes (5-1/2
hours), unless a waiver is granted in accordance with policies defined by the local school

board.
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8 VAC 20-131-160. Additionalreading-instruction: (Repealed)
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8 VAC 20-131-170. Family Life Education.

Each school may implement the Standards of Learning for the Family Life Education

program promulgated by the beard Board of Education or a Family Life Education

program consistent with the guidelines developed by the board, which shall have the
goals of reducing the incidence of pregnancy and sexually-transmitted diseases and

substance abuse among teenagers.
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8 VAC 20-131-180. Off-site instruction.

A. Homebound instruction shall be made available to students who are confined at home
or in a health care facility for periods that would prevent normal school attendance based
upon certification of need by a licensed physician or licensed clinical psychologist. For
students eligible for special education or related services, the Individualized Education
Program committee must revise the IEP, as appropriate. Credit for the work shall be
awarded when it is done under the supervision of a licensed teacher, a person eligible to

hold a Virginia license, or other appropriately licensed professional employed by the

local school board, and there is evidence that the meets-the- instructional time

requirements or alternative means of awarding credit adopted by the local school board ef

in accordance with the provisions of 8 VAC 20-131-110 have been met.

B. Students may enroll in and receive a standard and verified unit of credit for supervised
correspondence courses with prior approval of the principal. Standard units of credit shall
be awarded for the successful completion of such courses when the course is equivalent
to that offered in the regular school program and the work is done under the supervision
of a licensed teacher, or a person eligible to hold a Virginia license, approved by the local
school board. Verified units of credit may be earned when the student has passed the SOL
test associated with the correspondence course completed. The local school board shall

develop policies governing this method of instruction in accordance with the provisions
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of 8 VAC 20-131-110 and the administration of required SOL tests prescribed by 8 VAC

20-131-30.

C. Schools are encouraged to pursue alternative means to deliver instruction to
accommodate student needs through emerging technologies and other similar means.
Standard units of credit shall be awarded for successful completion of such courses when
the course is equivalent to that offered in the regular school program and the work is done
under the supervision of a licensed teacher, or a person eligible to hold a Virginia
teaching license and approved by the local school board. Verified units of credit may be
earned when the student has successfully completed the requirements and passed the SOL
test associated with the course. The local school board shall develop policies governing
this method of delivery of instruction that shall include the provisions of 8 VAC 20-131-

110 and the administration of required SOL tests prescribed by 8 VAC 20-131-30.
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8 VAC 20-131-190. Library media, materials and equipment.

A. Each school shall maintain an organized library media center as the resource center of
the school and provide a unified program of media services and activities for students and
teachers before, during, and after school. The library media center shall contain hard
copy, electronic technological resources, materials, and equipment that are sufficient to

meet research, inquiry, and reading requirements of the instructional program and general

student interest.

B. Each school shall provide a variety of materials and equipment to support the

instructional program.
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8 VAC 20-131-200. Extracurricular and other school activities, recess.

A. School sponsored extracurricular activities shall be under the direct supervision of the
staff and shall contribute to the educational objectives of the school. Extracurricular
activities must be organized to avoid interrupting the instructional program.
Extracurricular activities shall not be permitted to interfere with the student's required

instructional activities. Extracurricular activities and eligibility requirements shall be

established and approved by the superintendent and the school board.

B. Competitive sports of a varsity nature (scheduled league games) shall be prohibited as

a part of the elementary school program.

C. Each elementary school shall provide students with a daily recess during the reqgular

school year as determined appropriate by the school.
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Part V

School and Instructional Leadership

8 VAC 20-131-210. Role of the principal.

A. The principal is recognized as the instructional leader of the school and is responsible
for effective school management that promotes positive student achievement, a safe and
secure environment in which to teach and learn, and efficient use of resources. As a
matter of policy, the board, through these standards, recognizes the critically important
role of principals to the success of public schools and the students who attend those
schools and recommends that local school boards provide principals with the maximum
authority available under law in all matters affecting the school including, but not limited

to, instruction and personnel, in a manner that allows the principal to be held accountable

in a fair and consistent manner for matters under his direct control.

B. As the instructional leader, the principal is responsible for ensuring that students are
provided an opportunity to learn and shall:

1. Protect the academic instructional time from unnecessary interruptions and disruptions
and enable the professional teaching staff to spend the maximum time possible in the
teaching/learning process by keeping to a minimum clerical responsibility and the time
students are out of class;

2. Ensure that the school division's student code of conduct is enforced and seek to

maintain a safe and secure school environment;
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3. Analyze the school's test scores annually, by grade and by discipline, to:

a. Direct and require appropriate prevention, intervention, and/or remediation to those
students performing below grade level or not passing the SOL tests;

b. Involve the staff of the school in identifying the types of staff development needed to
improve student achievement and ensure that the staff participate in those activities; and
c. Analyze classroom practices and methods for improvement of instruction;

4. Ensure that students' records are maintained and that criteria used in making placement
and promotion decisions, as well as any instructional interventions used to improve the
student's performance, are included in the record;

5. Monitor and evaluate the quality of instruction, provide staff development, provide
support that is designed to improve instruction, and seek to ensure the successful
attainment of the knowledge and skills required for students by the SOL tests; [and]

6. Maintain records of students who drop out of school, including their reasons for

dropping out and actions taken to prevent these students from dropping out[- ; and]

7. Notify the parents of rising [eleventh eleventh-grade] and [twelfth-grade twelfth-grade]

students of:

a. the number of standard and verified units of credit required for graduation; and

b. the remaining number of such units of credit the individual student requires for

graduation.

C. As the school manager, the principal shall:
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1. Work with staff to create an atmosphere of mutual respect and courtesy and to
facilitate constructive communication by establishing and maintaining a current
handbook of personnel policies and procedures;

2. Work with the community to involve parents and citizens in the educational program
and facilitate communication with parents by maintaining and disseminating a current
student handbook of policies and procedures that includes the school division's standards
of student conduct and procedures for enforcement, along with other matters of interest to
parents and students;

3. Maintain a current record of licensure, endorsement, and in-service training completed
by staff; and

4. Maintain records of receipts and disbursements of all funds handled. These records
shall be audited annually by a professional accountant approved by the local school

board.
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8 VAC 20-131-220. Role of professional teaching staff.

The professional teaching staff shall be responsible for providing instruction that is
educationally sound in an atmosphere of mutual respect and courtesy, which is conducive

to learning, and in which all students are expected to achieve the objectives of the

Standards of Learning for the appropriate grade level or course. The staff shall:

1. Serve as role models for effective oral and written communication with special
attention to the correct use of language and spelling;

2. Strive to strengthen the basic skills of students in all subjects;

3. Establish teaching objectives to achieve the following:

a. Identify what students are expected to learn; and

b. Inform students of the achievement expected and keep them engaged in learning tasks;
4. Provide for individual differences of students through the use of differentiated
instruction, varied materials, and activities suitable to their interests and abilities; and

5. Assess the progress of students and report promptly and constructively to them and

their parents.
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948 8 VAC 20-131-230. Role of support staff.

949  The school's support staff shall work with the principal and professional teaching staff to

950 promote student achievement and successful attainment of the school's goals.
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8 VAC 20-131-240. Administrative and support staff; staffing requirements.

A. Each school shall have at a minimum the staff as specified in the Standards of Quality

with proper licenses and endorsements for the positions they hold. ireluding:
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B. The principal of each middle and secondary school shall be employed on a 12-month

basis.

C. Each secondary school with 350 or more students and each middle school with 400 or
more students shall employ at least one member of the guidance staff for 11 months.
Guidance counseling shall be provided for students to ensure that a program of studies

contributing to the student's academic achievement and meeting the graduation

requirements specified in 8 VAC 20-131-50 is being followed. [fradditionthe

[D. The counseling program for elementary, middle, and secondary schools shall provide

a minimum of 60 percent of the time for each member of the quidance staff devoted to

counseling of students.]

[B- E. The Middle middle] school [teachers classroom teacher’s standard load in-seheols

with-a-seven-period-day-may-teach shall be based on teaching no more than 5/6 (five-

sixths) of the instructional day with no more than ] 150 student periods per day or [30 25]

class periods per week[provided-aH-teachers-with-more-than-25-classperiodsperweek
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[E- E.] The secondary classroom teacher's standard load shall be [based on teaching no

more than 5/6 (five-sixths) of the instructional day with] no more than [150 student

periods per day] or 25 class periods per week. [Ore-class-period-each-day-orthe

who teach very small classes may teach 30 class periods per week, provided the teaching

load does not exceed 75 student periods per day. If a classroom teacher teaches 30 class
periods per week with more than 75 student periods per day, an appropriate contractual

arrangement and compensation shall be provided.

[F= G.] Middle or secondary school teachers shall teach no more than 750 student periods

per week; however, physical education and music teachers may teach 1,000 student

periods per week.

[H. Each full-time middle and secondary classroom teacher shall be provided one

planning period per day or the equivalent, unencumbered of any teaching or supervisory

duties.]




1012

1013

1014

1015

1016

1017

1018

1019

1020

1021

Virginia Department of Education Page 64 of 107
Draft March 22, 2006
REGULATIONS ESTABLISHING STANDARDS FOR

ACCREDITING PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN VIRGINIA

HG: 1.] Staff-student ratios in special and career and technical education classrooms

shall comply with regulations of the board.

+-[H. J.] Pupi Student services personnel services—inecluding-visiting-teachers-school
socialworkers;-schoolpsychelogistsand-guidance-counselors-as defined in the

Standards of Quality shall be available as necessary to promote academic achievement

and to provide support services to the school.
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1022 8 VAC 20-131-250. [Repealed]
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Part VI

School Facilities and Safety

8 VAC 20-131-260. School facilities and safety.

A. Each school shall be maintained in a manner ensuring compliance with the Virginia

Uniform Statewide Building Code (13 VAC 5-61-10 et seq.) andregulations-of-the-board

pertatning-to-facHities. In addition, the school administration shall:

1. Maintain a physical plant that is accessible, barrier free, safe, and clean;

2. Provide for the proper outdoor display of flags of the United States and of the
Commonwealth of Virginia,;

3. Provide suitable space for classrooms, administrative staff, pupil personnel services,
library and media services, and for the needs and safety of physical education; [ard]

4. Provide adequate, safe, and properly-equipped laboratories to meet the needs of
instruction in the sciences, technology, fine arts, and career and technical programs[-;
and]

5. Provide facilities for the adequate and safe administration and storage of student

medications.

B. Each school shall maintain records of regular safety, health, and fire inspections that
have been conducted and certified by local health and fire departments. The frequency of
such inspections shall be determined by the local school board in consultation with the

local health and fire departments. In addition, the school administration shall:
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1044 1. Equip all exit doors with panic hardware as required by the Uniform Statewide
1045  Building Code (13 VAC 5-61-10 et seq.); and
1046
1047 2. Conduct fire drills at least once a week during the first month of school and at least
1048  once each month for the remainder of the school term. Evacuation routes for students
1049  shall be posted in each room. Additionally, at least one simulated lock-down and crisis
1050 emergency evacuation activity should be conducted early in the school year.
1051
1052 C. Each school shall have contingency plans for emergencies that include staff certified
1053 in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR), the Heimlich maneuver, and emergency first
1054  aid. In addition, the school administration shall ensure that the school has:

1055 1. Written procedures to follow in emergencies such as fire, injury, illness, allergic

1056  reactions, and violent or threatening behavior. The plan shall be outlined in the student

1057  handbook and discussed with staff and students during the first week of each school year;
1058 2. Space for the proper care of students who become ill; and

1059 3. A written procedure, in accordance with guidelines established by the local school
1060  board, for responding to violent, disruptive or illegal activities by students on school
1061  property or during a school sponsored activity- ; and

1062 4. Written procedures to follow for the safe evacuation of persons with special physical,

1063 medical, or language needs who may need assistance to exit a facility.
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Part VII

School and Community Communications

8 VAC 20-131-270. School and community communications.

A. Each school shall promote communication and foster mutual understanding with
parents and the community. Each school shall:

1. Involve parents, citizens, community agencies, and representatives from business and
industry in developing, disseminating, and explaining the biennial school plan; on
advisory committees; in curriculum studies; and in evaluating the educational program.
2. Provide annually to the parents and the community the School Performance Report

Card in a manner prescribed by the board. The information contained therein will be for

the most recent three-year period. Such information shall include but not be limited to:

Standard-Diploma for-the-school-school-division,and-state— Virginia assessment

program results including the

b- Percentage percentage of students tested, as well as the percentage of students not
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e-b.. Performance of students-with-disabilities-er-students-with-limited-Enghish
proficiency student subgroups on SOLtests-and-alternate-assessments the Virginia

assessment program as appropriate.

e-C. The accreditation rating awarded to the school.

£d. Attendance rates for students.

g-e. Information related to school safety to include, but not limited to, incidents of
physical violence (including fighting and other serious offenses), possession of firearms,
and possession of other weapons.

h-f. Information related to qualifications and experience of the teaching staff including
the percentage of the school's teachers endorsed in the area of their primary teaching
assignment.

0. In addition, secondary schools' School Performance Report Cards shall include the
following:

(1) Advanced Placement (AP) information to include percentage of students who take AP
courses and percentage of those students who take AP tests;

(2) International Baccalaureate (IB) information to include percentage of students who
are enrolled in 1B programs and percentage of students who receive 1B Diplomas;

(3) College-level course information to include percentage of students who take college-

level courses including dual enrollment courses;
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(4) Percentage of (i) [graduates by diploma type as prescribed by the Board of Education

eiplomas], (ii) certificates awarded to the senior class including GED credentials, and (iii)

students who do not [graduate complete high school;]

Advanced-Studies;-or-Medified-Standard-Biploma;-Information on the number of

students obtaining industry certifications, and passing state licensure examinations and

occupational competency assessments while still in high school; and

: lormi G 's Schools: and
A (6) Percentage of drop-outs.

3. Cooperate with business and industry in formulating career and technical educational
programs and conducting joint enterprises involving personnel, facilities, training
programs, and other resources.

4. Encourage and support the establishment and/or continuation of a parent-teacher

association or other organization and work cooperatively with it.

B. At the beginning of each school year, each school shall provide to its students' parents

or guardians_information on the availability of and source for receiving:

1. The learning objectives developed in accordance with the provisions of 8 VAC 20-
131-70 to be achieved at their child's grade level or, in high school, a copy of the syllabus
for each of their child's courses, and a copy of the school division promotion, retention,

and remediation policies;
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2. Acopy-of-the-The Standards of Learning applicable to the child's grade or course
requirements and the approximate date and potential impact of the child's next SOL
testing; and

3. An annual notice to students in all grade levels of all requirements for Standard,

Advanced Studies, and Modified Standard Diplomas, and the board's policies on

promotion and retention as outlined in 8 VAC 20-131-30.

No-later-than-the-end-of the first semester-of-each-scheolyear-the The division
superintendent shall eertify report to the department compliance with this subsection

through the pre-accreditation eligibility procedures in 8 VAC 20-131-290 of these

requlations.
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Part VIII

School Accreditation

8 VAC 20-131-280. Expectations for school accountability.

A.. Schools will be accredited annually based on compliance with pre-accreditation

eligibility requirements and achievement of the school accountability requirements of

8 VAC 20-131-300 C.

€ B. Each school shall be accredited based, primarily, on achievement of the criteria

established in 8 VAC 20-131-30 as specified below:
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3-1. The awarding-of anacereditationrating-shal-be-based-on-the-percentage of students

passing the Virginia assessment program SOL-tests erapproved-additional-tests-deseribed
8- VAC20-131-110-B in the four core academic areas administered in the school, ef

with the accreditation rating calculated on a trailing three-year average that includes the

current year scores and the scores from the two most recent years in each applicable
academic area, or on the current year's scores, whichever is higher.

2. The number of students who successfully complete a remediation recovery program.

6 3. Schools, with grade configurations that do not house a grade or offer courses for

which SOL tests or [ether]-additional tests approved by the boeard Board of Education as

outlined in 8 VAC 20-131-110 B are administered, will be paired with another school in
the division housing one or more of the grades in which SOL tests are administered. The

pairing of such schools will be made upon the recommendation of the local
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superintendent. The schools should have a "feeder" relationship and the grades should be

contiguous.

D C. Subiject to the provisions of 8 VAC 20-131-330, the governing school board of

Speeial-special purpose schools such as those provided for in § 22.1-26 of the Code,

regional, Governor’s schools, special education schools, alternative schools, or career and

technical schools that serve as the student's school of principal enrollment may seek

approval of an alternative accreditation plan from the Board of Education. Special

purpose schools with alternative accreditation plans shall be evaluated on standards

appropriate to the programs offered in the school and approved by the board prior to
August 1 of the school year for which approval is requested. Any student graduating from
a special purpose school with a Standard, Advanced Studies, or Modified Standard

Diploma must meet the requirements prescribed in 8 VAC 20-131-50.

E D. When calculating the passing rates on [S©k Virginia assessment program] tests for

the purpose of school [aceountabitity accreditation], the following tolerances for limited

English proficient (LEP) and transfer students will apply:
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3-1. The scores of LEP students enrolled in Virginia public schools fewer than 11
semesters may be removed from the calculation used for the purpose of school
accreditation required by 8 VAC 20-131-280 € B and 8 VAC 20-131-300 C. Completion
of a semester shall be based on school membership days. Membership days are defined as
the days the student is officially enrolled in a Virginia public school, regardless of days
absent or present. For a semester to count as a completed semester, a student must have
been in membership for a majority of the membership days of the semester. These
semesters need not be consecutive.

4-2. In accordance with the provisions of 8 VAC 20-131-30, all students who transfer into
Virginia public schools are expected to take and pass all applicable SOL tests urless-they
have-been-exempted-as-defined-in-subdivision-C-L-of this-section-in the content areas in

which they receive instruction.

53. All students who transfer within a school division shall have their scores counted in
the calculation of the school's aceountability {accreditation) rating. Students who transfer

into a Virginia school from home instruction, [or from] another Virginia school division,

another state, or another country, in grades kindergarten through 8 shall be expected to
take all applicable SOL tests or [ether]-additional tests approved by the board as outlined
in 8 VAC 20-131-110 B. If the transfer takes place after the 20th instructional day

following the opening of school, the scores on these tests may be used in calculating

school aceountability-{accreditation) ratings.
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6-4. Students who transfer into a Virginia middle or high school from home instruction,

or from another state or country, and enroll in a course for which there is an end-of-
course SOL test, shall be expected to take the test or [ether]-additional tests for that
course approved by the board as outlined in 8 VAC 20-131-110 B. If the transfer takes
place after 20 instructional hours per course have elapsed following the opening of school
or beginning of the semester, if applicable, the scores on those tests may be used in
calculating school [aecountabiity-{accreditation}] ratings in the year the transfer occurs.
7-5. Students who enroll on the first day of school and subsequently transfer to a school
outside of the division for a total amount of instructional time equal to or exceeding [56%
50 percent] of a current school year or semester, whether the transfer was a singular or
multiple occurrence, and return during the same school year shall be expected to take any
applicable SOL test. The scores of those tests may be used in calculating the school

acecountability-(accreditation} rating in the year in which the transfers occur.

9-6. The board may alter the inclusions and exclusions from the accountabiity

accreditation calculations by providing adequate notice to local school boards.

E. The Board of Education may [eraet adopt] special provisions related to the

administration and use of any [SOL Virginia assessment program] test [ertests]in a

content area as applied to these requlations.
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F. As a prerequisite to the awarding of an accreditation rating as defined in 8 VAC 20-
131-300, each new or existing school shall document, in a manner prescribed by the
board, the following: (i) the division's promotion/retention policies developed in
accordance with the requirements of 8 VAC 20-131-30, (ii) compliance with the
requirements to offer courses that will allow students to complete the graduation
requirements in 8 VAC 20-131-50, (iii) the ability to offer the instructional program
prescribed in 8 VAC 20-131-70 through 8 VAC 20-131-100, (iv) the leadership and
staffing requirements of 8 VAC 20-131-210 through 8 VAC 20-131-240, and (V) the

facilities and safety provisions of 8 VAC 20-131-260.
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1268 8 VAC 20-131-290. Procedures for certifying accreditation eligibility.
1269  A. Schools will be accredited under these standards annually based, in part, on
1270  compliance with the pre-accreditation criteria described in 8 VAC 20-131-280 F.
1271
1272  B. To be eligible for accreditation, the principal of each school and the division
1273  superintendent shall eertify report to the Department of Education:
1274 1. The extent to which each school continues to meet standards reported as met in the
1275  previous year described in 8 VAC 20-131-280 F.
1276 2. That the SOL have been fully incorporated into the school division's curriculum in all
1277  accreditation-eligible schools and the SOL material is being taught to all students eligible

1278  to take the SOL tests. This shall be certified inwriting-to-the-board-no-laterthan-July-1-of

1279  evenyyear, by each school division superintendent as part of the pre-accreditation

1280 eligibility determination process.

1281 3. Actions taken to correct any noncompliance issues cited in the previous year.

1282  The principal of each school and the division superintendent shall submit pre-

1283  accreditation eligibility reports in a manner prescribed by the board to the Department of
1284  Education. Failure to submit the reports on time will constitute grounds for denying
1285  accreditation to the school.

1286

1287  C. In keeping with provisions of the Standards of Quality, and in conjunction with the

1288  six-year plan of the division, each school shall prepare and implement a biennial school
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plan which shall be available to students, parents, staff, and the public. Each biennial
school plan shall be evaluated as part of the development of the next biennial plan.

Schools may use other plans to satisfy the requirement for the biennial plan with prior

written approval from the Department of Education.

D. With the approval of the local school board, local schools seeking to implement
experimental or innovative programs, or both, that are not consistent with these standards
shall submit a waiver request, on forms provided, to the board for evaluation and
approval prior to implementation. The request must include the following:

1. Purpose and objectives of the experimental/innovative programs;

2. Description and duration of the programs;

3. Anticipated outcomes;

4. Number of students affected;

5. Evaluation procedures; and

6. Mechanisms for measuring goals, objectives, and student academic achievement.

Except as specified below, the board may grant, for a period up to five years, a waiver of
these regulations that are not mandated by state or federal law or designed to promote
health or safety. The board may grant all or a portion of the request. Waivers of

requirements in 8 VAC 20-131-30, 8 VAC 20-131-50, 8 VAC 20-131-70, and 8 VAC 20-
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131-280 through 8 VAC 20-131-340 shall not be granted, and no waiver may be

approved for a program which would violate the provisions of the Standards of Quality.
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8 VAC 20-131-300. Application of the standards.

A. Schools that meet the pre-accreditation requirements prescribed in 8 VAC 20-131-

280 F shall be assigned one of the following ratings as described in this section:

a 1. Fully Accredited;

b-2. Accredited with Warning in (specified academic area or areas);

¢ 3. Accreditation Denied;

d 4. Conditionally Accredited:;

[e-5. Accreditation Withheld/Improving School Near Accreditation (rating shall not te be

used awarded after academic year ending in-2009)- 2007, based on tests administered in

2005-2006).]
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1332
1333  B. Compliance with the student academic achievement expectations shall be documented
1334  to the board directly through the reporting of the results of student performance on SOL
1335 tests and other alternative means of assessing student academic achievement as outlined
1336 in 8 VAC 20-131-110 B. Compliance with other provisions of these regulations will be
1337  documented in accordance with procedures prescribed by the board.
1338

1339  C. Accreditation ratings defined.

1340 [Accreditation ratings awarded in an academic year are based upon Virginia assessment

1341  program scores from the academic year immediately prior to the year to which the

1342  accreditation rating applies. Accreditation ratings are defined as follows:]

1343 1. Fully accredited.

1344  [a. With tests administered in the academic year 2005-2006 for the accreditation ratings

1345  awarded for academic year 2006-2007, a school will be rated Fully Accredited when its

1346 eligible students meet the pass rate of 70 percent in each of the four core academic areas

1347  except, the pass rates required shall be 75 percent in third-grade and fifth-grade English

1348 and 50 percent in third-grade science and history/social science.]

1349  [a b. Forscheolyears 2004-05through2008-09-a-A With tests administered in the

1350 academic years 2006-2007 and 2007-2008 for the accreditation ratings awarded for

1351  academic years 2007-2008 and 2008-2009 respectively, a] school will be rated Fully

1352  Accredited when its eligible students meet the pass rate of [#8% 70 percent] in each of
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the four core academic areas except, effective-with-ratings-earned-in-the-academic-year
2003-04-and-beyend, the pass rates required shall be [/5% 75 percent] in [third third-
grade] and through [fifth-grade fifth-grade] English and [56% 50 percent] in [third-grade
third-grade] science and history/social science. [ta-sehoels-housing-grades-kindergarten

shall be calculated using the English and mathematics scores only. For schools housing

grade configurations where multiple pass rates apply, the results of the tests may be

combined in each of the four core academic areas for the purpose of calculating the

school’s accreditation rating provided the school chooses to meet the higher pass rate.

[e- d.] With tests administered [beginning] in the academic year 2009-2010 for the
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accreditation ratings [awarded for #a] school year 2010-2011 and beyond a school will be

rated Fully Accredited when its eligible students meet the pass rate of [£5% 75 percent]

in English and the pass rate of [£0% 70 percent] in mathematics, science, and history and

social science.

Id- e.] For accreditation purposes the pass rate will be calculated as single rates for each

of the four core academic areas by combining all scores of all tests administered in each

subject area.
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Accredited with Warning (in specific academic area or areas) if it has achieved failed to

achieve Fully Accredited status but-has-failed-to-meet-therequirements-to-maintain-that
status-h-any-one-year.-FoHowing-the-academic-year 2005-06,-sueh Such a school may

remain in the Accredited with Warning status for no more than three consecutive years.
5 3. Accreditation Denied. Based on a school's academic performance during academic
years ending in 2006 and beyond, a school shall be rated Accreditation Denied if it fails

to meet the requirements to be rated Fully Accredited for the preceding three consecutive

years or for three consecutive years anytime thereafter-exceptforscheolsrated

toc witl , corth insubelivis ibis cubseetion.

In any school division in which [££3 one-third] or more of the schools have been rated

Accreditation Denied, the superintendent shall be evaluated by the local school board

with a copy of such evaluation submitted to the beard Board of Education no later than

December 1 of each year in which such condition exists._In addition, the Board of

Education may take action against the local school board as permitted by the Standards of

Quality due to the failure of the local board to maintain accredited schools.
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[6. Accreditation Withheld/Improving School Near Accreditation. A school that has

never met the requirements to be rated Fully Accredited by end-ef the academic year

ending in 2006 and subject to being awarded a rating of Accreditation Denied may apply

to the board for this accreditation designation for 2006-2007. To be eligible, the school

must meet each of the following criteria:

a. By-the With assessments administered in 2005-2006 yearending-+1-2006; at least 70%

70 percent of its students must have passed the applicable English SOL tests except at
third and fifth grade where the requirement is #5% 75 percent.

b. By-the With assessments administered in 2005-2006 year-ending-n-2006; a combined

pass rate of 60% 60 percent of its students must have passed the SOL Virginia

Assessment Program tests in the other three core academic areas.

c. In each academic area in which the pass rate is below the rate required to be rated Fully

Accredited, the school's pass rate must have increased by at least 25 percentage points as

compared to the pass rates on tests taken during the academic year ending in 1999.]

[This rating wiH-cease-to-exist shall not be awarded after the 2006-2007 academic year

ending in 2009.]

7 4. Conditionally Accredited. New schools that are comprised of students from one or

more existing schools in the division will be awarded this status for one year pending an

evaluation of the school's eligible students' performance on SOL tests or additional tests
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deseribedn-8-VAC-20-131-110-B approved by the Board of Education to be rated Fully

Accredited. This rating may also be awarded to a school that is being reconstituted in

accordance with the provisions of 8 VAC 20-131-340 of these requlations upon

[agreement approval] by the Board of Education. A school awarded this rating under

those circumstances will revert to a status of Accreditation Denied if it fails to meet the

requirements to be rated Fully Accredited by the end of the agreed upon term Jor if it fails

to have its annual application for such rating renewed.]
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1443 8 VAC 20-131-310. Action requirements for schools that are accredited with warning [or

1444  accreditation withheld/improving school near accreditation].

1445  A. With such funds as are appropriated by the General Assembly, the Department of
1446  Education shall develop a school academic review process and monitoring plan designed
1447  to assist schools rated as Accredited with Warning. All procedures and operations for the
1448  academic review process shall be approved and adopted by the board.

1449

1450 [Schools rated Accredited with Warning or Accreditation Withheld/Improving School

1451  Near Accreditation]must undergo an academic review in accordance with guidelines

1452  adopted by the board and prepare a school improvement plan as required by 8 VAC 20-

1453  131-310F.]
1454

1455  B. Any school that is rated Accredited with Warning in English or mathematics is

1456  expected-to-shall adopt an a research based instructional methed intervention that has a

1457  proven track record of success at raising student achievement in those areas as
1458  appropriate.

1459

1460 C. The superintendent and principal shall certify in writing to the beard Board of

1461  Education that such a-methed an intervention has been adopted and implemented.

1462
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1463  D. The board shall publish a list of recommended instructional metheds interventions,
1464  which may be amended from time to time.
1465
1466  E. Adoption of instructional methods interventions referenced in subsections B and D of
1467  this section shall be funded by eligible local, state, and federal funds.
1468
1469  F. A three-year School Improvement Plan must be developed and implemented, based on

1470  the results of an academic review of each school that is rated Accredited with Warning

1471  [or Accreditation Withheld/Improving School Near Accreditation] upon receipt of

1472  notification of the awarding of this rating and receipt of the results of the academic
1473  review. The plan:

1474 1. Shall be developed with the assistance of parents and teachers and made available to
1475  the public;

1476 2. Must include the components outlined in subsection G of this section; and

1477 3. Must be approved by the division superintendent and the local school board and be
1478  designed to assist the school in meeting the student achievement standard to be Fully
1479  Accredited as outlined in 8 VAC 20-131-300.

1480

1481  G. The improvement plan shall include the following:

1482 1. A description of how the school will meet the provisional-acereditation-benchmarks-or

1483  the requirements to be Fully Accredited, for each of the years covered by the plan;



1484

1485

1486

1487

1488

1489

1490

1491

1492

1493

1494

1495

1496

1497

1498

1499

1500

1501

1502

1503

1504

Virginia Department of Education Page 91 of 107
Draft March 22, 2006

REGULATIONS ESTABLISHING STANDARDS FOR

ACCREDITING PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN VIRGINIA

2. Specific measures for achieving and documenting student academic improvement;

3. A description of the amount of time in the school day devoted to instruction in the core
academic areas;

4. Instructional practices designed to remediate students who have not been successful on
SOL tests;

5. Intervention strategies designed to prevent further declines in student performance;

6. Staff development needed,;

7. Strategies to involve and assist parents in raising their child's academic performance;
8. The need for flexibility or waivers to state or local regulations to meet the objectives of
the plan; and

9. A description of the manner in which local, state, and federal funds are used to support
the implementation of the components of this plan.

As part of its approval of the school improvement plan, the board may grant a local

school board a waiver from the requirements of any regulations promulgated by the board

when such a waiver is available.

H. The school improvement plan and related annual reports submitted to the board shall
provide documentation of the continuous efforts of the school to achieve the requirements
to become rated Fully Accredited. The board shall adopt and approve all policies and
formats for the submission of annual reports under this section. The reports shall be due

no later than October 1 of the school year.
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[8 VAC 20-131-315. Action requirements for schools that are denied accreditation.

A. Any school rated Accreditation Denied in accordance with 8 VAC 20-131-300 shall

be subject to actions prescribed by the Board of Education and shall provide parents of

enrolled students and other interested parties with the following:

1. Written notice of the school’s accreditation rating within 30 calendar days of the

notification of the rating from the Department of Education;

2. A copy of the school division’s proposed corrective action plan, including a timeline

for implementation, to improve the school’s accreditation rating; and

3. An opportunity to comment on the division’s proposed corrective action plan.

Such public comment shall be received and considered by the school division prior to

finalizing the school’s corrective action plan and a Board of Education memorandum of

understanding with the local school board.

B. Any school rated Accreditation Denied in accordance with 8 VAC 20-131-300 shall

be subject to actions prescribed by the Board of Education and affirmed through a

memorandum of understanding between the Board of Education and the local school

board. The local school board shall submit a corrective action plan to the Board of

Education for its consideration in prescribing actions in the memorandum of

understanding within 45 days of the notification of the rating. The memorandum of

understanding shall be entered into no later than November 1 of the academic year in

which the rating is awarded.
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The local board shall submit status reports detailing implementation of actions prescribed

by the memorandum of understanding to the Board of Education. The status reports shall

be signed by the school principal, division superintendent, and the chair of the local

school board. The school principal, division superintendent, and the chair of the local

school board may be required to appear before the Board of Education to present status

reports.

The memorandum of understanding may also include but not be limited to:

1. Undergoing an educational service delivery and management review. The Board of

Education shall prescribe the content of such review and approve the reviewing authority

retained by the school division.

2. Employing a turnaround specialist credentialed by the state to address those conditions

at the school that may impede educational progress and effectiveness and academic

SUcCCess.

C. As an alternative to the memorandum of understanding outlined in subsection B, a

local school board may choose to reconstitute a school rated Accreditation Denied and

apply to the Board of Education for a rating of Conditionally Accredited. The application

shall outline specific responses that address all areas of deficiency that resulted in the

Accreditation Denied rating and may include any of the provisions of subsection B.




1547

1548

1549

1550

1551

1552

1553

1554

1555

1556

1557

1558

1559

1560

1561

1562

1563

1564

1565

1566

Virginia Department of Education Page 95 of 107
Draft March 22, 2006

REGULATIONS ESTABLISHING STANDARDS FOR

ACCREDITING PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN VIRGINIA

If a local school board chooses to reconstitute a school, it may annually apply for an

accreditation rating of Conditionally Accredited as provided for in 8 VAC 20-131-

300.D.6. The Conditionally Accredited rating may be granted for a period not to exceed

three years if the school is making progress toward a rating of Fully Accredited in

accordance with the terms of the Board of Education’s approval of the reconstitution

application. The school will revert to a status of Accreditation Denied if it fails to meet

the requirements to be rated Fully Accredited by the end of the three year term or if it

fails to have its annual application for such rating renewed.

D. The local school board may choose to close a school rated Accreditation Denied or to

combine such school with a higher performing school in the division.

E. A local school board that has any school with the status of Accreditation Denied shall

annually report each school’s progress toward meeting the requirements to be rated Fully

Accredited to the Board of Education. The local board shall submit such report in a

manner prescribed by the Board of Education no later than October 1 of each year. Such

reports on each school’s progress shall be included in the Board of Education’s annual

report on the condition and needs of public education to the Governor, and the General

Assembly submitted on November 15 of each year.]
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8 VAC 20-131-325. Recognitions and rewards for school accountability performance.

A. Schools may be recognized by the beard Board of Education in accordance with

procedures guidelines it shall establish. Such recognition may include:

1. Public announcements recognizing individual schools;

2. Tangible rewards;

3. Waivers of certain board regulations;

4. Exemptions from certain reporting requirements; or

5. Other commendations deemed appropriate to recognize high achievement.

In addition to board recognition, local school boards shall adopt policies to recognize
individual schools through public announcements, media releases, participation in

community activities for input purposes when setting policy relating to schools and

budget development, as well as other appropriate recognition.
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B. A school that maintains a passing rate on [SOL-Virginia Assessment Program] tests or

[other]-additional tests approved by the board as outlined in 8 VAC 20-131-110 of [95%

95 percent] or above in [each of] the four core academic areas for two consecutive years

may, upon application to the Department of Education, receive a waiver from annual

accreditation. A school receiving such a waiver shall be Fully Accredited for a three-year

period. However, such school shall continue to annually submit documentation in

compliance with the pre-accreditation requirements described in 8 VAC 20-131-280 F.
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C. Schools may be eligible to receive the Governor's Award for Outstanding
mprovement Achievement. This award will be given to schools-tr-each-€lassification

defined-in-8-LAC20-131-280-B-rated-below-Fully Accredited that significantly increase

the achievement of students within student subgroups in accordance with quidelines

prescribed by the Board of Education exeeed-the-improvement-levels-defined- i 8- \VAC
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8 VAC 20-131-340. [Academicreviews-speetal-Special Jprovisions and sanctions.
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G{G-A.] Any school in violation of thischapter these regulations shall be subject to

appropriate action by the beard Board of Education including, but not limited to, the

adjustment-or-withdrawal withholding or denial of a school's accreditation.

[H: B.] A school’s accreditation rating may be withheld by action of the Board of

Education for any school found to be in violation of test security procedures pursuant to

§ 22.1-19.1 of the Code of Virginia. [Withholding of a school’s accreditation rating shall

not be considered an interruption of the three consecutive year period for purposes of

receiving an Accreditation Denied status pursuant to 8 VAC 20-131-300.]
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[ C.]1 The Board of Education may exercise its authority to seek school division

compliance with school laws pursuant to relevant provisions of the Code of Virginia

when any school within a division is rated Accreditation Denied.
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[8 VAC 20-131-350. Waivers.

Waivers of some of the requirements of these requlations may be granted by the Board of

Education based on submission of a request from the division superintendent and

chairman of the local school board. The request shall include documentation of the need

for the waiver. In no event shall waivers be granted to the requirements of Part 111 (8

VAC 20-131-30 et seq.) of these requlations]
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1718 [8 VAC 20-131-360. Effective date.

1719  Unless otherwise specified these requlations shall be effective for the 2006-2007

1720 academic year.]






