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Background Information

There is increasing national and state focus on high school students’ readiness for postsecondary
education. For example, one of the recommended indicators for the National Governors
Association honors high school program, of which Virginia is a member, is increasing the
percentage of students taking a state assessment or college placement test and earning scores
indicating they have met or exceeded a college-readiness level. Further, the Virginia Board of
Education emphasis on moving Virginia’s students from competence to excellence supports a
focus on college readiness. A part of the current discussion on college readiness is a national
dialogue about the definition of success in postsecondary education and the factors that comprise
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readiness for success with college level work.

Summary of Major Elements:
The Board of Education is asked to authorize the Virginia Department of Education staff to work
with institutions of higher education, and local school divisions, researchers, and
psychometricians, as well as to conduct studies to identify key indicators of college readiness
that may be used to develop measures that identify students as likely prepared for postsecondary
work studies. More specifically the proposed studies will address:
1. Systemic policies and practices that affect student achievement in their first year of
college; and
2. Key indicators of college readiness, such as Standards of Learning (SOL) assessment
scale scores, grade point average, and courses taken, that are associated with college
readiness.

Superintendent’s Recommendation:

The Superintendent of Public Instruction recommends that the Board of Education waive first
review and authorize the Department of Education to conduct studies identifying factors related
to success in postsecondary education.

Impact on Resources:
The funds needed to conduct the initial studies may be absorbed by existing resources.

Timetable for Further Review/Action:
The Department of Education will make periodic reports to the Board on work being done in this
area.
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