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Revision of the State Special Education Regulations  
Steps Required by the Administrative Process Act (APA) and VDOE 

 

 
 
   *  ALL TIMELINES ARE APPROXIMATE 

October – December 2006 – 
NOIRA reviewed and 
approved by the Executive 
Branch (DPB, the Cabinet 
Secretary, and the 
Governor’s Office). 

After Executive Branch 
approval, VDOE submitted 
NOIRA via Town Hall to 
the Virginia Register. 

January 22, 2007 – The NOIRA 
was published in the Virginia 
Register.  (register.state.va.us) 

October 25, 2006 – 
Virginia Board of 
Education (VBOE) 
approved NOIRA.  

January 23 - February 
23, 2007 – 30 days – 
Public Comment Period 

September 26, 2007   
– VBOE reviewed and 
approved the proposed 
regulations. 

Proposed regulations submitted for Executive 
Branch Review on October 11, 2007.  Office of 
the Attorney General’s review completed 
November 8, 2007.  Department of Planning and 
Budget’s (DPB) economic impact analysis 
completed within 45 days:  December 24, 2007.  
Secretary of Education’s review completed 
January 10, 2008.  Governor’s Office review 
completed March 21 2008. 

After Executive 
Branch approval, 
VDOE submitted 
the proposed 
regulations via the 
Town Hall to the 
Virginia Register. 

April 28, 2008 --
Proposed 
regulations were 
published in the 
Virginia Register. 

April 28, 2008 – June 30, 2008 – 60 
Days – Public Comment Period – 9 
public hearings were convened:  South 
Boston, Abingdon, Roanoke, Loudoun 
Co., Chesterfield Co., Norfolk, Fairfax 
Co., Essex Co., and Charlottesville. 

September 20, 2008 – A summary of 
public comments and the agency’s response 
to the comments was provided to each 
person who submitted public comment for 
whom a valid email/mail address was 
available.  It is available online. 

Sept. 25, 2008 – 
VBOE reviewed 
and approved the 
final regulations. 

Final regulations submitted for Executive 
Branch Review on Oct. 14, 2008.  DPB’s 
review was completed on Oct. 28, 2008.  
Secretary of Education’s review completed 
Nov. 18, 2008.  Governor’s Office review: 
March 19, 2009.  

After Executive Branch 
approval, VDOE submitted 
the final regulations and 
Notice of Suspension for 
publication in the Virginia 
Register on Apr. 13, 2009. 

Federal 
Regulations 

effective 
10/13/2006 

Dec. 22, 2008 – A request was 
received from more than 25 citizens 
asserting that changes with 
“substantial impact” were made 
between the proposed and final 
regulations, and requesting an 
additional public comment period. 

April 25, 2008 – A 
Superintendent’s Memo 
was issued with the 
locations and dates of the 
public hearings, and the 
administrative and fiscal 
impact of the proposed 
regulations. 

Apr. 13 to May 13, 
2009  – Public 
Comment Period 

May 28, 2009 – Final 
regulations presented to 
the VBOE for readoption. 

Month 34* – 
After VBOE 
review and 
approval, the 
regulations will 
be published in 
the Virginia 
Register. 

Month 34 - 15 Days after publication, the 
regulations will become effective. 

Blue – Virginia Board Orange – Town Hall/VA Register 
of Education Meetings Green – Comment/Adoption Period 
Pink – Exec. Br. Review Yellow – Summary/Supt’s Memo 


