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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

THE DEPUTY SECRETARY

February 27, 2007

Honorable Mark Emblidge
President '
Virginia Board of Education
227 North Main Street
Hillsville, Virginia 24343

Dear Dr. Emblidge:

Thank you again for the time you spent meeting with Dr. Grover Whitehurst, Dr. Catherine
Freeman, and me on February 22. [ am writing in response to your oral request for additional
information about the potential financial consequences if a local educational agency in Virginia
continues to administer the Stanford English Language Proficiency (SELP) test to its limited
English proficient (LEP) students as a substitute for the reading/language arts content test. [ this
practice continues, this Department could withhold all or a portion of any local educational
agency’s allocation under Title I, Part A of the BESEA, if the local educational agency is in
violation of the law. Please see the enclosure to this letter for the amount of fiscal year 2006
Title I, Part A funds for each local educational agency that could be withheld.

Because the Virginia Department of Education has a responsibility to ensure that its school
divisions comply with all applicable statutory and regulatory requirements of any program under
which they receive funds, the Department may also withhold all or a portion of Virginia's Title I,
Part A State administrative funds. For fiscal year 2006, the Virginia Department of Education
received up to $2,080,116 for administrative purposes. As mentioned in our meeting, the
Department takes seriously its responsibility of enforcing the statutory requirements now that the
deadline for Srate implementation of fully approved standards and assessment systems has
passed.

Please let me know if I can provide any additional information. We look forward to continuing
our dialogue and providing technical assistance 10 Virginia as we explore ways to better serve
the needs of the State's LEP population.

Sincerely,

VA e

Ra nd Simon

Enclosure

cc:  Honorable Tom Moms
Honorable Billy K. Cannaday, Ir.

400 MARYLAND AVE., S.W ., WASHINGTON, D.C 20202-0500
wew.cd.gov

Our misaion is to ensurc equal access to sducafion and to promote educanonal excellence throughout the Naton.






