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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education

DATE:	February 25, 2020
TO: 	Principals
FROM: 	Michael Bolling, Assistant Superintendent for Learning & Innovation
SUBJECT: 	Leading for English Learner (EL) Equity: Classroom Observation Tool
English Learners (ELs) are a growing segment of the student population for many divisions across the Commonwealth. The Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) is committed to supporting school and division personnel in planning and implementing effective instructional strategies and programs for ELs. As part of these technical assistance efforts, the VDOE will offer a monthly webinar series specific to equity for ELs.  
April’s webinar is recommended for school principals, administrators, Language Instruction Educational Program (LIEP) Coordinators, and instructional coaches who are responsible for providing feedback to teachers on their instruction. Attendees will be provided with an example classroom observation tool based on culturally and linguistically responsive instruction that can be used for any content and any grade level. Attendees will apply the example tool to short videos of content lessons.  
This webinar will also be beneficial for any educator interested in learning more about instructional practices that support ELs’ content and language learning. Leaders are encouraged to invite teachers of all grade levels and content areas to join the webinar in order to support coaching conversations about equitable EL instruction.
The webinar will take place on April 20, 2020, from 3:30-4:30 p.m. Please register for the Classroom Observation Tool webinar via Zoom. 
Please direct questions regarding registration to Dr. Jessica Costa, English Language Instructional Specialist, at jessica.costa@doe.virginia.gov or (804) 786-3927. 
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