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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department of Education

DATE:	March 3, 2020
TO: 	Principals
FROM: 		Michael F. Bolling, Assistant Superintendent for Learning and Innovation
SUBJECT: 	Coronavirus (COVID-19) Information and Resources
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Virginia Department of Health (VDH) have notified the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) that there are currently no cases of COVID-19 in Virginia. The CDC updates this information daily on the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) webpage. The CDC has emphasized that the risk of contracting COVID-19 is low and that those at highest risk of contracting COVID-19 are the elderly and those with an underlying illness. 

There are several actions that schools can take to increase their level of preparedness to deal with challenges associated with COVID-19: 
· Schools should continue to follow VDH and CDC recommendations listed on the Influenza (Flu) webpage to prevent spreading the virus to others. Actively engaging your school community in proactive health strategies may empower students, parents, and staff; improve knowledge and understanding of health information provided; and reduce disease transmission of any type. 
· School division leadership should review methods of communicating with parents quickly and effectively. Strong channels of communication between school division officials, local health departments, and parents will increase the flow of accurate information about COVID-19.
· Any student with symptoms of fever and respiratory symptoms should be referred to their health care provider.
· School officials should reach out to their local health department with questions or for additional guidance.
The Virginia Department of Health and the Virginia Department of Education are working together to provide schools with updated information regarding this ongoing public health issue. Please refer to Superintendents Memo 032-20 and Superintendents Memo 051-20 for additional information.
Additional resources are available on the School Health Services webpage. Please contact Tracy White, School Health Specialist, by email at Tracy.White@doe.virginia.gov or by telephone at (804) 786-8671, if you have questions or concerns. 
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