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| NFORMATI ONAL
TO Di vi si on Superi ntendents
FROM Dr. Jo Lynne DeMary

Acting Superintendent of Public Instruction
SUBJECT: Carification Regarding GED Testing Eligibility

Regul ati ons and gui del i nes governing GED testing appear in
numer ous docunents. For purposes of clarification, this
menor andum sunmmari zes current regul ations and gui delines
for GED eligibility in Virginia. Al previous SUPTS. MEMOS
addressing this issue should be disregarded.

ACE:
An applicant must be at | east 18 years of age and out of
school . Under special circunstances the age |limt may be

lowered if an applicant 1) has been officially w thdrawn
fromschool, 2) neets all requirements for hone school ed
youth, 3) neets the requirenents for youth granted an

| ndi vi dual Student Alternative Education Plan (ISAEP), or
4) meets the requirenents for youth currently enrolled in
alternative education prograns. Under no circunstances is
an individual under the age of 16 eligible for testing. A
sumary of the regulations for underage eligibility in
categories 1-4 foll ows:

1) Oficially Wthdrawn From Schoo
Appl i cants nmust provide one of the foll ow ng:

a) Aletter froman official of the regular day school | ast
attended stating that the applicant has been officially
W t hdrawn from school for a period of one year; or
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b) Aletter froman official of the regular day school | ast
attended stating that the applicant has been officially
wi t hdrawn from school for a period of six nonths and a
letter stating that the applicant has successfully
conpl eted an approved alternative course of study; or

c) Aletter froman enployer or an adm ssions officer of an
institution of higher |earning or post-secondary training
institution stating that the applicant neets all the
requi renents for enploynment or adm ssions with the
exception of a General Educational Devel opnent
certificate, and a letter froman official of the regular
day school |ast attended recomrendi ng that the applicant
be tested.

A division superintendent’s reconmendati on supersedes a-c
of the above requirenents.

Emanci pat ed applicants who are out of school are subject to
the requirenents outlined, or nmust have a superintendent’s
reconmendat i on.

2) Home School ed
Applicants under 18 years of age, but at |east 16
years of age, should provide a letter fromthe
school division superintendent certifying that the
applicant has conpl eted an approved hone instruction
program

Any additional witten requirenments pronul gated by
the |l ocal school board for applicants in this
category shall be binding.

3) Receiving Services through an Individual Student
Al ternative Education Plan (I SAEP)

Applicants for whom an | SAEP has been devel oped may take
the GED exam nation if a letter froman official of the

| ocal school division is submtted stating the applicant
neets the foll ow ng provisions:

a) the applicant has an | SAEP; and
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b) the applicant has earned a m ni num standard score of 45
on each subtest of an official GED practice test.

4) Enrolled in Alternative Education Prograns

Applicants who are enrolled in the public schools may take
the GED tests if a letter froman official for the regular
day school is subnmitted stating that the applicant neets
the foll ow ng provisions:

a) the applicant is currently enrolled in an alternative or
drop-out prevention program

b) has been enrolled in such prograns for at |east six
nont hs;

c)is within 90 days of conpletion of a programwhich wll
result in the acquisition of marketable skills; and

d) the applicant's class is within 90 days of graduati on.

Applicants nust satisfy all requirenments, a-d. The
di vi si on superintendent may not wai ve any of the above
requi rements for any applicant.

RES| DENCE:

An i ndividual nust be a resident of the state of Virginia.
There is no length of residence required. Non-residents
involved in Virginia adult education or workplace prograns
may be eligible for testing.

APPLI CATI ON:

A Virginia resident nmust nmake application in the school
division in which he/she lives, although an applicant may
take the GED in any official test center. Since nearly al
centers pre-register and have assigned seating, the |ocal
adm ni strator of GED applications should make arrangenents
for the candidate at the center of his/her choice.

Pl ease direct questions to Bob MacG | livray, specialist,
O fice of Vocational and Adult Education Services, at (804)
371-2333.
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