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FACT SHEET
The Senate and House of Del egates Page and Messenger Prograns
Questions and Answers
1. What is the General Assenbly Page and Messenger Progranf

St udent pages and nessengers are appointed to assi st
menbers of the General Assenbly and their staffs in the
daily duties required for the operations of the Senate and
t he House of Del egates during the General Assenbly session.
These duties include, but are not |limted to: collating
bills; distributing |egislation and | egislative docunents;
assisting conmttee clerks; preparing cal endar books; and
perform ng general office errands. Pages and nessengers are
expected to work the entire session. The session usually

| asts for 60 days in even nunbered years and 45 days in odd
nunbered years. For this year, the session is from January
6 to March 9, 2002. Hours of work are from8:30 a.m to 5
p.m, Monday through Friday. There is no weekend work

unl ess the House or the Senate is in session.

2. What are the qualifications and requirenents for being
sel ected as a page or nessenger?

Pages or nessengers for the Senate nust be between the ages
of 13 and 15 years at the tinme of appoi ntnent. Pages for

t he House of Del egates nust be between the ages of 13 and
14 years. Applicants should have an “A” or “B” average in
school at the time of appointnent. The applicant nust
obtain perm ssion fromthe school principal prior to being
appoi nted. Pages and nessengers are appointed for one
session and are not eligible for reappointnent.

3. Does being a page or nessenger to the General Assenbly require
a student to m ss school ?

Yes. Students who are appoi nted as pages or nessengers to
the General Assenbly are expected to work for eight hours
each day and will be out of school the entire tine the

| egislature is in session. Each student page or nessenger
i's responsi ble for making arrangenents with his or her
school adm nistrators and teachers to maintain school work,
including any tutoring that nay be necessary. Students al so
must nake arrangenents with their teachers regardi ng any
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tests or exans that they may miss during their experience
as a page or messenger

4. Wl the student page or nessenger have any tine to study or
make up school wor k?

For all pages and nessengers who will require |oca
housi ng, the House and Senate Clerks’ Ofices will nake
arrangenents at a nearby hotel and provide a couple to
chaperon them All pages and nessengers residing at the
hotel will be required to attend a two-hour study hal
every Monday t hrough Thursday eveni ng.

Certified teachers will supervise the study hall and assi st
i ndi vi dual students as needed, but they will not provide

cl assroominstruction. House tutors do not proctor

exam nations but Senate tutors do. Hone teachers are
encouraged to work with the students to help them keep up
wi th assignnents.

5. WII students who participate in the Page or Messenger
Prograns be dropped fromthe roll and withdrawn fromthe
school they attend?

No student would be withdrawn fromthe school as |ong as
the activity is approved by the |ocal school board. The
Board of Education on Cctober 19, 2000, anended Virginia s
Pupi | Accounting Regul ations to give | ocal school boards
greater authority for determ ning circunstances under which
attendance or absence of students should be counted. Board
regul ations allow a student to be counted as present if he
or she is in attendance for activities and events approved
by the school board (8 VAC 20-110-40; 8 VAC 20-110-50). A
student may be counted present if participating as a page
or nessenger in the Virginia General Assenbly, as |ong as
t he | ocal school board approves it.

6. What can a student gain fromparticipating in the Page and
Messenger Progranf

The Senate and House page prograns are an educationa
opportunity for young people. Not only do they have the
experience of learning the legislative process first-hand,
they neet and talk with | egislators, the Lieutenant
Governor, and Governor. The Senate Page/ Messenger Programns
of fer tours of the Federal Reserve Bank of Ri chnond,
Suprene Court of Virginia, and several nuseuns in the
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i mredi ate area. Senate pages and nessengers nay even have
the opportunity to select a bill, track it, and discuss the
pros and cons of the issues in a brief paper. These
activities are in addition to their regular work duties.

In addition to the educational opportunities, pages and
nmessengers receive a salary of $130 per week.

7. How is an application to becone a page or nessenger nmade
avai |l abl e?

Students interested in page or nessenger appoi ntnents
shoul d conpl ete the appropriate application form avail abl e
fromthe offices of the Cerk of the Senate, P. O Box 396
Ri chnond, Virginia 23218 or the Speaker of the House of

Del egates, P. O Box 406, Richnond, Virginia 23218.



