Attachment B to Inf. Supts. Meno No. 216

Further Information About Interpreter Qualifications

The regul ations specify the Virginia Quality Assurance Screening
(VQAS) Level 111 or Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf
certification as required qualifications. The VQAS Level 11
indicates a person interprets the nmessage with 85% accuracy.
Persons with entry level skills (Level |) have denonstrated 50%
accuracy in conveying the nmessage.

Since these regul ations were first enacted, the Virginia
Departnent for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing has recogni zed the
Nat i onal Association for the Deaf (NAD) Level 4 as equivalent to
a VQAS Level I1l. Therefore, persons with NAD 4 are consi dered
qual i fied, whereas persons with | ess than Level 4 are not
qualifi ed.

Due to the shortage of qualified interpreters, the Regul ations
al so include provisions for a waiver of the requirenents.

Pl ease be rem nded that a waiver nust be submtted for any
person who does not neet the qualification standards and shal
be submtted to the Virginia Departnent of Education within 30

days of the person’s assignnent or reassignnent. The form
found in Attachnent C shall be used for subm ssion of a request
for a waiver. Persons who do not neet the qualification

requirenents and are not eligible to receive a waiver are not
qualified to provide interpreting services in Virginia public
school s.

The Virginia Departnment of Education (VDOE) has produced a
brochure describing the qualifications, role and
responsibilities of educational interpreters. This can be found
on the VDOE web page at http://ww. pen. k12.va. us/ VDOE/ sess/ edu-

i nterpreting-srvcs. pdf.




