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APPLICATION PACKET

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PARTICIPATION IN THE

INTERNATIONAL SPACE OLYMPICS

OCTOBER 16-28, 2007
KOROLEV, MOSCOW REGION, RUSSIA

Virginia Department of Education

Participation in the International Space Olympics

October 16-28, 2007
Korolev, Moscow Region, Russia

The Virginia Department of Education and the Education Department of Korolev, Russia, are working as partners to provide an opportunity for approximately five Virginia high school students to take part in the International Space Olympics in Korolev during October 2007.  Students will compete in the Olympics by giving oral presentations of their original research on the topic of space exploration and participating in selected tests in physics, mathematics, computer science, and/or literature.  Highlights of the visit will include the opportunity to talk to scientists and cosmonauts and to interact with students from Russia as well as other countries.  Students will also participate in a variety of cultural activities.

Students who are selected to participate will be provided with airfare, room, board, and entrance fees to cultural events while in Russia.  Students will be expected to pay costs associated with attending at least two orientation sessions in Richmond prior to departure for the Space Olympics.  They also will pay the cost of passports and visas and ground transportation to the airport from their homes, and provide their own discretionary spending money.  Students must attend at least two orientation sessions with a parent or guardian prior to departure.
The opportunity to participate will be competitive based on a student’s research project, grades/courses taken, and answers to questions in the application package.  The student-produced research project should be on the topic of space exploration.  The following areas of current NASA research may be useful in choosing a topic: 

Human Exploration and Development of Space;

Earth Science;

Planetary and Space Science; and

Transportation Needs in Space. 

Students should submit their applications, research projects, and high school transcripts postmarked by May 25, 2007, to:

Dr. Beverly Thurston

History, Social Science, and International Education Coordinator

Virginia Department of Education

P. O. Box 2120

Richmond, VA 23218-2120

For further information, please contact Dr. Thurston by e-mail at Beverly.Thurston.@doe.virginia.gov, or by telephone at (804) 225-2893.
Final screening of the proposals will be provided by an expert panel comprised of aerospace scientists, as well as mathematics and science educators under the auspices of the Science Museum of Virginia.  Applicants will be notified of their status in June 2007.

Application for the International Space Olympics

Virginia Department of Education 

Korolev, Russia

October 16-28, 2007
There are six parts to this application:

Part A - 
Student application to be completed by the student;

Part B - 
Parent/Guardian form to be completed by the parent or guardian;

Part C - 
School nomination form to be completed by a school official;

Part D - 
Two letters of recommendation: one from the student’s current or most recent mathematics or science teacher and one from a second teacher selected by the student;

Part E - 
The 10-page written project to be completed by the student; and

Part F - 
Notice of Location Conditions.

Part A - Student Application

Name of student:                                                                            
Name student prefers:                            



   Last

  First (legal)
   Middle initial

Mailing address:                                                                                                                                                          

City, State, Zip Code:                                                                                                                                                  

Telephone:                                                                                      
E-mail:                                                    

Birth date:                                                                                       
Grade: __________
( Male
( Female

Name of school:                                                                                                                                                            

School address:                                                                                                                                                             

City, State, Zip:                                                                                                                                                             

Principal:                                                                                          
School phone:   (        )                                   

Name of public school division:                                                                                                                                   

I,                                                         (student), affirm that I have read the Notice of Location Conditions and understand that I must be ready to meet the rigorous demands that participation as a member of the Virginia team to the International Space Olympics will require.  If selected to participate in the program, I agree to participate in all activities that are part of the program, including attendance at meals, cultural events, and competitive activities.  I agree to abide by the rules and regulations set forth by the Virginia Department of Education and the chaperoning educators.  I understand that failure to abide by these rules and regulations or refusal to participate in events and activities that are part of the program will be just cause for dismissal, and I will return home at my expense. 

                           



                                                                                                        

Date





Signature of student

Part A - Student Application
Please respond to the five remaining questions on a separate sheet of paper.  Your responses to the following questions are limited to two typed pages (total), single-spaced, 12-point font, with 1-inch margins.

1.
Have you previously traveled or lived abroad?  Please provide details.

2. Have you ever spent an extended period of time (a week or more) away from your family?  

3. Discuss how you would face the difficulties of being in a different environment with people you do not know well for a two-week period.

4.
The following factors are important to successful intercultural adjustment: 

· open-mindedness;

· curiosity;

· sense of humor;

· positive and realistic expectations;

· ability to cope with adverse conditions;

· tolerance of differences;

· communicativeness;

· positive regard for others;

· flexibility and adaptability; and

· a sense of self.


Select two of the factors listed above and elaborate on them as they apply to you.

5.
Participants in this program must adhere to a rigid schedule and have the ability to interact well with their peers.  What qualities do you have that would make you an integral member of the Virginia team to the International Space Olympics?

Please attach your answers to this part of the application 

and include with your application packet.
The complete application packet should be sent to:

Dr. Beverly Thurston

History, Social Science, and International Education Coordinator

Virginia Department of Education

P. O. Box 2120

Richmond, VA 23218- 2120

For further information, please contact Dr. Thurston by e-mail at Beverly.Thurston.@doe.virginia.gov, or by telephone at (804) 225-2893.
Application for the International Space Olympics

Virginia Department of Education 

Korolev, Russia

October 16-28, 2007
Part B - Parent/Guardian Form

Name of student:                                                                                                                                                           

If it is not appropriate to provide information for both father and mother, please make appropriate substitutions.  Please include this form with the application packet.

Father’s name:                                                                                 
Occupation:                                                     

Home mailing address:                                                                                                                                                 
City, State, Zip Code:                                                                                                                                                   
Home phone:    (       )                                                                      
Work phone:   (         )                                     

Mother’s name:                                                                                
Occupation:                                                     

Home mailing address:                                                                                                                                                 

City, State, Zip Code:                                                                                                                                                   
Home phone:                                                                                    
Work phone:                                                    

1.
I,                                            (parent or guardian) affirm that I have read the Notice of Location Conditions and understand that my child must be ready to meet the rigorous demands that participation as a member of the Virginia team to the International Space Olympics will require.

2.
I, the parent (guardian) of __________________________, permit him/her to apply to participate in the International Space Olympics in Korolev, Russia, as part of the 2007 Virginia Department of Education delegation.  I understand that if he or she is selected to participate in the program, all expenses of airfare, room, board, and competitive and cultural activities will be provided and that he or she must attend at least two orientation sessions at his or her own expense prior to departure.  I also understand that ground transportation to and from the orientation sessions and the departure airport in the United States, fees for a passport and visa, as well as spending money must be provided by the participants.  I understand that my son or daughter must participate in all activities that are part of the program, including attendance at meals, cultural events, and competitive activities.  I agree that, if selected for the program, my son or daughter will abide by the rules and regulations set forth by the Virginia Department of Education and the chaperoning teachers.  I understand that failure to abide by these rules and regulations or refusal to participate in events and activities that are part of the program will be just cause for dismissal and my child will return home at my expense.  I agree to allow my child to participate in all of the activities of the program. Finally, I grant permission for a transcript of my son’s or daughter’s secondary school record to be sent to the Virginia Department of Education as a part of this application packet.

Date:                                  

Signature of parent/guardian:                                            

Application for the International Space Olympics

Virginia Department of Education 

Korolev, Russia

October 16-28, 2007
Part C - School Nomination Form

Name of student: ____________________________________________________________________________

Principal: ________________________________

School phone: (_____)____________________

Name of school: _____________________________
School division: _______________________________

School address: _____________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: _____________________________________________________________________________

1.
Please comment on this student’s strengths and weaknesses that you think would be helpful in evaluating his or her application to participate in the International Space Olympics as part of the delegation from the Virginia Department of Education.

2.
Applicant’s actual or estimated class rank:



( top 2%
( top 4%
( top 6%
( top 10%
( below top 10%

3.
IMPORTANT! Attach a legible transcript and one copy of the applicant’s high school record that includes standardized test scores and high school activities.

I hereby certify that __________________________ is qualified and is genuinely interested in participating in the International Space Olympics to be held in Korolev, Russia, in October 2007.  I understand that the student will miss approximately two weeks from school and have discussed the impact of such an absence with the student and his/her parents.

________________

______________________________________________________

Date



Signature of principal or designee





______________________________________________________





Printed/typed name





______________________________________________________





Title

Application for the International Space Olympics

Virginia Department of Education 

Korolev, Russia

October 16-28, 2007
Part D - Letters of Recommendation

Two letters of recommendation should be included in the application packet: 

· one from the student’s current or most recent mathematics or science teacher; and 

· one from a second teacher selected by the student.

Each recommendation must be sealed in an envelope with the signature of the writer across the sealed flap.

The letters of recommendation should include the following information:

(1) student’s name;

(2) how the recommending teacher knows the student;

(3) which courses and/or activities the student has taken with the recommending teacher;

(4) the quality of the student’s work in mathematics or science;

(5) an assessment of the student’s oral presentation skills;

(6) the following qualities of the student: initiative, intellectual curiosity, ability to get along with peers, ability to get along with teachers/adults, ability to function as a team player, ability to function in a foreign and unfamiliar environment for an extended period; and

(7) signature of the recommending teacher.

Application for the International Space Olympics

Virginia Department of Education 

Korolev, Russia

October 16-28, 2007
Part E - Written Project 

Research Project for International Space Olympics Applicants

The research project and student presentation of the project are an important part of the International Space Olympics. The topic identified for research is space exploration.  To assist applicants in considering topics, the broad NASA research areas are presented.  However, the applicant may use research data from any viable source.  These four research areas are:

· Human Exploration and Development of Space;

· Earth Science;

· Planetary and Space Science; and

· Transportation Needs in Space.

Research should reflect the scientific investigation process that is a part of the Science Standards of Learning (ES.1, ES.2, BIO.1, PH.1, PH.2), which includes:

· develop a question;

· form a hypothesis;

· recognize that evidence is required to evaluate hypotheses and explanations;

· use technologies, including computers, to collect, analyze, and report data to demonstrate concepts and simulate experimental conditions;

· construct and defend a scientific viewpoint;

· explain that observation and logic are essential for reaching a conclusion; and

· interpolate, extrapolate, and analyze trends to make predictions.

The research process of the English Standards of Learning (11.10) should also be used. This process includes:

· evaluate quality and accuracy of information;

· synthesize information in a logical sequence;

· edit writing for clarity of content and effect;

· document sources of information, using a style sheet, such as that of the Modern Language Association (MLA) or the American Psychological Association (APA);

· edit copy for grammatically correct use of language, spelling, punctuation, and capitalization; and

· proofread final copy and prepare document for publication or submission.

The research project should be explained in a paper that should be a maximum of ten pages in length, single-spaced, using 12-point font, and one-inch margins.

Notice of Location Conditions

Korolev, Russia
Part F - Notice of Location Conditions

1. Facilities and activities in Korolev, Russia, are not subject to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act or the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.  Participants in the International Space Olympics must be prepared to adapt to strenuous and Spartan conditions.

2. Lodging for this program is provided by the city of Korolev.  The facility does not include elevators, escalators, or wheel chair accessible lifts.

3. Meals for this program are provided by the city of Korolev.  The city is unable to accommodate special dietary needs.
I, __________________(parent or guardian) affirm that I have read the Notice of Location Conditions and understand that my child must be ready to meet the rigorous demands that participation as a member of the Virginia team to the International Space Olympics will require.  

I,                                     (student) affirm that I have read the Notice of Location Conditions and understand that I must be ready to meet the rigorous demands that participation as a member of the Virginia team to the International Space Olympics will require.  

_____________




____________________________________________
Date




Signature of parent or guardian
                           



_____________________________________________

Date





Signature of student

POSTMARK DEADLINE FOR THE COMPLETED APPLICATION IS MAY 21, 2004

PAGE  
POSTMARK DEADLINE FOR THE COMPLETED APPLICATION IS MAY 25, 2007





