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Alternate Assessment of Modified Achievement Standards

Requirements and Provisions

The Office of Test Administration, Scoring, and Reporting is seeking nominations for membership on the Alternate Assessment of Modified Achievement Standard (AA-MAS) Steering Committee and Focus Groups.  Approximately eight to ten middle school teachers will be selected to serve on the steering committee and five to eight teachers will be selected to serve on each of five (5) focus groups that will be conducted across the state. 

The Steering Committee will be responsible for

· drafting Performance Level Descriptors for grade 8 reading and mathematics;

· determining student participation criteria;

· identifying supports and scaffolds for online testing; and

· providing continuous feedback.

The Steering Committee is expected to participate in two meetings each during the three-year grant period, 2007-2009.

The Focus Groups will be responsible for

· reviewing and providing feedback on the Performance  Level Descriptors and student participation criteria drafted by the Steering Committee; and

· completing a questionnaire regarding the students perceived as matching the AA-MAS profile.

The Focus Groups are expected to participate in a one-time meeting during year one.

Steering Committee members will be provided the following:

· reimbursement for meals and travel expenses in accordance with state travel policy and guidelines;

· lodging; 
· certificate for recertification points; and
Focus Group participants will be provided the following:

· reimbursement for travel expenses in accordance with state travel policy and guidelines;  and

· certificate for recertification points.


Alternate Assessment of Modified Achievement Standards

Selection Criteria
To be considered for membership on the Alternate Assessment of Modified Achievement Standards Steering Committee and Focus Groups, all nominees must submit an application to the Virginia Department of Education by November 2, 2007.
Committee members will be selected based on the following criteria:

· expertise and instructional/supervisory experience in special education and reading or mathematics content;

· instructional/supervisory experience with students who have mild to moderate disabilities; and

· balanced regional representation.         
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Virginia Department of Education

Office of Test Administration, Scoring, and Reporting

Alternate Assessment of Modified Achievement Standards

Applications for the Alternate Assessment of Modified Achievement Standards (AA-MAS) must be submitted to the Virginia Department of Education by November 2, 2007. All applications may be mailed or faxed to:


The Office of Test Administration, Scoring, and Reporting



Virginia Department of Education



P. O. Box 2120



Richmond, VA 23218-2120

 

Fax: (804) 371-8978
 Phone:  (804) 225-2107


The application packet may be obtained in an electronic format at: http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/suptsmemos/2007/inf226a.doc 

Directions: To access the electronic format, go to Web address. Open file. Download file and save as WORD document. Complete the application electronically, print, obtain signatures, and mail or fax to the Virginia Department of Education. 

1.         PROVIDE CONTACT INFORMATION (Type or Print Clearly)

	Last Name
	     
	First Name
	     
	MI
	     

	Position Title
	     
	Content Area
	     
	Grade Level
	     

	School Division
	     

	School
	     

	Principal
	     


     WORK


	Street Address
	     

	City
	     
	State
	     
	Zip Code
	     

	Phone
	(     )      
	Fax
	(     )      

	E-mail
	     



     HOME

	Street Address
	     

	City
	     
	State
	     
	Zip Code
	     

	Phone
	(     )      
	 
	(     )       

	E-mail
	     


2.
If you wish, please indicate your gender and ethnicity: 

(Provision of this information is optional.)

 Gender:

Ethnicity:


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Female

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 American Indian or Alaska Native

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Male

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Asian 




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Black (Not of Hispanic Origin)




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hispanic

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 White (Not of Hispanic Origin)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unspecified

3.        Check the committee for which you are applying:
Committees



Meeting Dates (Location)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Steering Committee

November 14-16, 2007 (Richmond, VA)  






January 17-18, 2008 (Richmond, VA)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Focus Group 1

December 3, 2007 (9:00–11:00 a.m.)

Newport News, VA

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Focus Group 2

December 3, 2007 (3:00–5:00 p.m.)







Stafford, VA

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Focus Group 3

December 4, 2007 (9:00-11:00 a.m.)

Wytheville, VA

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Focus Group 4

December 4, 2007 (3:30–5:30 p.m.)

Charlottesville, VA

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Focus Group 5

December 5, 2007 (10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.)

Richmond, VA
4.
Briefly describe your college training and expertise in special education and in the specific content area (reading or mathematics) for which you are applying.

	     


5.
Briefly describe your teaching/supervisory responsibilities for the last three

years.  Please include subject(s) and grade(s).  

	(a) 2007-2008 – Content Area
	     
	Grade Level
	     


	     


	(b) 2006-2007– Content Area
	     
	Grade Level
	     


	     


	(c) 2005 -2006 – Content Area
	     
	Grade Level
	     



	     


6.
Briefly describe your teaching/supervisory experience with students with mild to moderate disabilities. 

	     


7.
Provide one professional reference that will support your nomination as a member of the Alternate Assessment of Modified Achievement Standards Steering Committee or Focus Group. (Refer to Page 6 of this application packet.)  The professional references must:

· have direct contact with you on a regular basis in regards to your current assignment; and

· review and sign your application prior to obtaining final written approval by your division superintendent. 

8.        Obtain written approval for your nomination as a member of the Alternate
Assessment of Modified Achievement Standards Steering Committee or                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Focus Group by your Division Superintendent. 

         (Refer to Page 7 of this application packet.)

Virginia Alternate Assessment of Modified Achievement Standards Steering Committee or Focus Group

Professional Reference

The completed application packet, including one professional reference, must be sent to the applicant’s division superintendent for approval.  Applications for the Alternate Assessment of Modified Achievement Standards Steering Committee or Focus Group must be submitted to the Virginia Department of Education by November 2, 2007.  

	Name of Applicant
	     
	Committee
	     


	Name of Professional Reference
	     


	Position Title
	     


	School (if applicable)
	     


	School Division 
	     


	Phone
	(     )       
	E-mail
	     


I have direct contact with the applicant on a regular basis in regards to his/her current instructional/supervisory assignment.  This individual is highly qualified to serve on the Alternate Assessment of Modified Achievement Standards Steering Committee or Focus Group for which he/she has applied. 

I have reviewed this application and support the nomination.    

 ______________________________________________Date _____________

 

(Signature of Professional Reference)   

Optional  

You may attach to the application additional information about the applicant, such as a letter of recommendation.

Virginia Alternate Assessment of Modified Achievement Standards Steering Committee or Focus Group

Approval of Nomination 

Each nominee for the Alternate Assessment of Modified Achievement Standards Steering Committee or Focus Group must be approved in writing by the division superintendent.

Approval by:

____________________________________________  Date _______________

(Signature, Division Superintendent or Designee)

The completed application packet for the Alternate Assessment of Modified Achievement Standards Steering Committee or Focus Group must be submitted to the Virginia Department of Education by November 2, 2007.  
 All applications may be mailed or faxed to: 



The Office of Test Administration, Scoring, and Reporting



Virginia Department of Education



P. O. Box 2120



Richmond, VA 23218-2120

 

Fax: (804) 371-8978
 Phone: (804) 225-2107
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