Attachment A, Memo No. 328-11
December 16, 2011
From:	McHale, Juanita (DOE) on behalf of Wright, Patricia (DOE)
Sent:	Friday, November 18, 2011 4:04 PM
To:	McHale, Juanita (DOE)
Subject:	SUPTS E-MAIL:  Change in Use of Small “n” Size for Title III Accountability Results

In March 2011, Virginia submitted to the U.S. Department of Education (USED) an amendment to the Title III portion of Virginia’s Consolidated State Application Accountability Plan under the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB).  The amendment included the establishment of English language proficiency (ELP) performance targets for Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives (AMAOs) 1 (progress) and 2 (proficiency) through 2013-2014, as approved by the Board of Education at its February 17, 2011, meeting.  Among other Title III accountability provisions submitted in the amendment was the use of the minimum group size, or small “n” size, for AMAO results.  

As stated in Superintendent’s Memo #292-10, dated December 3, 2010, Virginia applied the small “n” size of 50 to 2010-2011 Title III AMAO results, based on the Department’s understanding that the Title III regulations permit a state to apply a small “n” size to AMAO determinations under Title III that is consistent with the small “n” size that the state applies to Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) determinations.  

The Virginia Department of Education has been informed by USED that the use of the small “n” size for AMAO 1 (progress) and 2 (proficiency) may not be used because divisions with fewer than 50 LEP students do not receive Title III accountability determinations.  Based on recent consultation with USED, the adjustments below will apply for Title III AMAO results for the 2011-2012 school year based on assessment results from the 2010-2011 school year.  

Small “n” Size Removed for AMAO 1 and 2 
1. The small “n” size of 50 will no longer be used for AMAO 1 (progress) and 2 (proficiency) results.  
1. For divisions participating in consortia, results for AMAO 1 (progress) and 2 (proficiency) will be reported at the consortium-level. Details are included in the chart below. 
1. The small “n” size of 50 for AMAO 3 (AYP for reading and mathematics) results will continue to be applied in the same way as in past years and reported individually for each division.  

Title III Accountability Determinations
	Status
	Accountability Consequences

	School Divisions in Consortia

	If a consortium meets all AMAOs…
	1. No divisions in the consortium need to send separate parental notification letters, as required under Section 3302(b) of NCLB, including divisions that did not meet the AMAOs on their own. 
1. No divisions in the consortium will receive a data point toward entering or remaining in Title III division improvement, including divisions that did not meet the AMAOs on their own. 




	Status
	Accountability Consequences

	If a consortium does not meet one or more AMAOs…
	1. All divisions in the consortium must send separate parental notification letters, as required under Section 3302(b) of NCLB, indicating the consortium, as a whole, did not meet one or more AMAOs.  The letter may clarify whether an individual division met the AMAO(s).  
1. Divisions that missed the same AMAO(s) the consortium missed will receive a data point toward entering or remaining in Title III division improvement.

	If a consortium has not met one or more AMAOs for two consecutive years…

	1. Only the division(s) in the consortium that have not met the same AMAOs the consortium missed for two consecutive years will enter into Title III division improvement and submit a Title III division improvement plan as required under Section 3122(b) of NCLB.
1. Consortium-level improvement plans are not required.

	School Divisions not in Consortia*

	If a division does not meet any one or more AMAOs…
	1. The division sends separate parental notification letters as required under Section 3302(b) of NCLB. 

	If a division has not met any one or more AMAOs for two consecutive years… 
	1. The division goes into Title III division improvement and must submit a Title III division improvement plan as required under Section 3122(b) of NCLB.


*Consequences apply only to those divisions accepting Title III funds.

Under the revised Title III accountability provisions described above, divisions with small LEP subgroups that do not meet an AMAO will have the benefit of that result not being counted toward Title III division improvement if the consortium as a whole meets the same AMAO.  The new provisions also do not hold an individual division accountable if it meets an AMAO that the consortium as a whole does not meet.  

The Department will offer technical assistance webinars to assist divisions in consortia to understand the revised Title III accountability provisions. Sample scenarios will be shared during the technical assistance for illustrative purposes. The webinars will be offered on Wednesday, December 7, 2011, from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. and again from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m.  To join either webinar:

1. Go to: www.doe.virginia.gov.  Select “Webinars” from the right-hand side menu.  
1. Find and select the webinar entitled “Title III Consortia Accountability.”
1. Select “Join Now.” Enter your name and e-mail, then press “Enter.”  When prompted, enter the password 2011Title3.
1. Dial (866) 842-5779.  Enter conference code 8042252869.  
If you would like to provide feedback or have questions about the revised Title III accountability provisions, please contact Veronica Tate, director, Office of Program Administration and Accountability, at (804) 225-2870 or veronica.tate@doe.virginia.gov.  
