Attachment A, Memo No. 233-12
Virginia Department of Education

Intent to Apply for a Planning Grant for a Regional Science and Technology Academic-Year Governor’s School in the Greater Hampton Roads Area
2012-2013

Background

Governor McDonnell has established a goal to award 100,000 more college degrees over the next 15 years and bring more innovation and Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) concentration to Virginia's colleges and universities.  An important part of achieving this goal rests on building a strong pipeline of K-12 students who have the knowledge and skills to flourish in a challenging postsecondary environment.

Virginia’s Academic-Year Governor’s Schools serve as one way to ensure a pool of students who are prepared to succeed in college and careers.  The current 19 regional Academic-Year Governor’s Schools provide gifted students academic and visual and performing arts opportunities beyond those normally available in their home schools. Academic-Year Governor's Schools are established as “joint schools” by Virginia school law. As such, they are typically managed by a regional governing board of representatives from the school boards of each participating division. 

The 2012 General Assembly appropriated one-time funds in Fiscal Year 2013 (School Year 2012-2013) to provide a planning grant of $100,000 for a new full-day regional science and technology Governor's School serving grades 9-12 in the greater Hampton Roads area. With these funds, the Virginia Department of Education is able to offer one $100,000 grant in Fiscal Year 2013 to a consortium of school divisions in the Hampton Roads area to plan a new regional science and technology Academic-Year Governor’s School.  The intent is for the consortium to conduct its planning prior to June 30, 2013, and present its full proposal to the Virginia Board of Education for first review no later than September 2013, with final review and approval in October 2013.  The participating school divisions would then seek operational funding from the General Assembly during the 2014 session, with the Governor’s School being fully operational for the 2014-2015 school year.  The procedures to initiate an Academic-Year Governor’s school are available online at http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/governors_school_programs/academic_year/initiating_process.pdf.

Eligibility

For the purposes of this grant opportunity, school divisions in the Hampton Roads area include the counties of Accomack, Gloucester, Isle of Wight, Northampton, Southampton, Surry, James City, and York; and the cities of Chesapeake, Franklin, Hampton, Newport News, Norfolk, Poquoson, Portsmouth, Suffolk, Virginia Beach, and Williamsburg. Two or more of these school divisions may join together to submit an Intent to Apply form for the $100,000 planning grant. 



Application Timeline

By September 12, 2012, a regional consortia of interested school divisions must submit the Intent to Apply form in Attachment A to Dr. Donna Poland, specialist for Governor’s Schools and gifted education at the Virginia Department of Education.  Submission of the intent form does not constitute a binding commitment to proceed with the grant application process; however, it will help the Department of Education determine interested school divisions that are willing to make a commitment to proceed with planning and implementing a Governor’s School if they are funded for a planning grant.  Please also include a copy of signed letters of support (Attachment B) for each participating school division.  Department of Education staff will then work with the interested applicants to determine the feasibility of their general plans and provide a more comprehensive application for the funding, to be submitted to the Department by October 26, 2012.

Following receipt of the intent forms, applicants will be contacted about next steps.  For more information, please contact Dr. Donna L. Poland at (804) 225-2884 or Donna.Poland@doe.virginia.gov.






Attachment A, Memo No. 233-12



		2





 (
Virginia Department of Education
101 North 14
th
 Street
Richmond, VA 23219
)





Intent to Apply Form 

Planning Grant for a Regional Science and Technology Academic-Year Governor’s School in the Greater Hampton Roads Area
2012-2013

	Name of Contact:
	     

	
	
	

	
	Title:
	     

	
	
	

	
	Address:
	     

	
	
	

	
	
	     

	
	

	
	Telephone:
	     
	Fax:
	     

	

	
	E-mail:
	     
	

	




|_|	A letter of support for each of the following school divisions is attached, indicating their interest in forming a consortium to plan for a regional science and technology Governor’s School in the greater Hampton Roads Area:      


Please return this form by September 12, 2012 to:

Dr. Donna L. Poland
Specialist for Governor’s Schools and Gifted Education
Virginia Department of Education
101 N. 14th Street
Richmond, VA 23219
FAX:  804-786-1597
E-mail:  Donna.Poland@doe.virginia.gov
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Letter of Support to Apply for a
Planning Grant for a Regional Science and Technology Academic-Year Governor’s School in the Greater Hampton Roads Area
2012-2013

To be completed by each participating school division and included with the Intent to Apply form.

We have read and understand the requirements and process associated with applying for a planning grant for a regional science and technology Governor’s School in the greater Hampton Roads area.  We have indicated our support of the application by our signatures below and understand the financial and programmatic commitments to have a new Governor’s School in operation no later than the 2014-2015 school year.

	School Division:
	     

	
Superintendent
	

	
	
	

	
	Signature:
	

	
	
	

	
	Printed Name:
	
     

	
	
	

	



	
	

	School Board Chairperson
	

	
	
	

	
	Signature:
	

	
	
	

	
	Printed Name:
	
     

	
	
	

	






