Virginia Advisory Committee for the Education of the Gifted Minutes February 8, 2019

Members Present
Sarah Haywood, Laura Kelly, Dr. Dara Hall, Robert Hundley,  Dr. Rodney Berry, Kim Waite, Dr. Janice Robertson,  Kimberly Tupponce, Rebecca Dangerfield, Kirsten Maloney, Dr. Carol Carter, Teresa Ellison, Mandy Barrett, Melissa Powers, Korri Williams, Dornswalo Wilkins-McCorey and Dr. Donna Poland
Welcome and Introductions
· [bookmark: _gjdgxs]Sarah Haywood welcomed the members, requested for each member to introduce themselves, called the meeting to order, and requested for agenda approval. 
· Members introduced themselves and approved the agenda. The approval was unanimous.
Department of Education Report from Dr. Donna Poland
· Updates Professional Development Opportunities
· Gifted Education Endorsement: 
· The endorsement requirements changed from requiring 4 graduate level courses in gifted education to requiring 4 graduate level courses under specific topic areas of gifted education -- the practicum/teaching gifted students requirement has not changed and is still required. After August 2019, the new course requirements consist of taking courses in the following topic areas: 
1. Introduction to identification of the gifted students
2. Social and emotional needs of the gifted student
3. Curriculum and Instruction of the gifted student
4. Advanced studies in underrepresentation, advanced studies in program studies and evaluation or advanced studies in Curriculum and Instruction.  
· If you are in a university VDOE approved gifted education endorsement program, the university will submit your information to the VDOE. The change to the endorsement requirements should not be a problem as universities have until August 2020 to make any changes to their courses. Some universities are moving ahead and have changed/are changing courses, but as long as you are accepted in an approved program, there should not be an issue. Some university programs may already meet the new requirements
· If you are taking courses on your own (individual teachers are seeking to acquire the four gifted courses and you are not accepted to an approved program) and have already taken a couple of courses, you will want to be sure you submit the information you currently have completed to the VDOE "For Review" before AUGUST 2019. There is a fee for this service. The VDOE will review your information and let you know the remaining courses you need to take in order to complete your endorsement requirements under the old Regulations. You will have three years from the reviewed date in order to complete. After three years you will be held responsible for meeting the new endorsement requirements. 
· Licensure is moving to an automated system in the near future or within the year. Universities will be moving to automated system during the summer. VDOE has been allowed to suggest someone to do the University Endorsement Reviews and will sub contract this job to someone in the field. 

· Micro-credentialing: NAGC has started to offer modules in micro credentials. The topics of the micro-credential courses align with NAGC’s strategic goals: See Me, Understand Me, Teach Me, and Challenge Me.  While participants can work at their own pace, these modules operate under a 10 week timeframe from start to completion. Within the modules, participants will research, observe, write and reflect on assignments. The participants upload work that will be evaluated by a teacher. Two modules have been created by NAGC thus far.  
A VDOE grant was written to obtain Title IV funds to provide the first two micro-credentials for 70 faculty from the Academic Year Governor’s Schools (AYGS).  The purpose of this grant is to provide the professional development to AYGS faculty. Upon completion of all 4 NAGC micro-credential courses, the faculty will receive a micro-credential badge in gifted education.  Spring and fall classes will begin upon grant approval.  Each module (course) costs $120 per person.

· Special Education Collaboration:  For the past two years, VDOE Gifted and Special Education have collaborated to create professional development workshops in the summer about twice-exceptional students. In year one, the professional development targeted the Gifted/SPED Administrators as an audience.  In year two, the professional development targeted the teachers that worked with twice-exceptional students.  During this summer, year three, the workshop is open to teachers/administrators in public schools and will focus on social and emotional issues with twice exceptional students. The workshop will be held on July 18 in Richmond for 150 people. 

· Summer Residential Governor’s School: Applications coming in and this year there is an automated signature option for superintendents.  This year SRGS students performing in vocal music could bring an accompanist or play the accompanying music on an audio device.
· Virtual Virginia- Dr. Poland did a parent talk last week-end at the Center for Gifted Education: Focus on the Future about High School opportunities for gifted kids.  Last year Virtual Virginia did a pilot program for students to offer multiple pathways. Parents are able to personalize students’ learning via online options like Virtual Virginia in order to meet the needs of gifted students.  Online options provide ways for acceleration. It is the wave of the future. Virtual Virginia allows parents to customize their children’s academic needs through various course options.
Charge from the Board of Education: 
· Dr. Poland reviewed the recommendations 1-11 and placed them on a document for the subcommittee members to edit and revise. 
· Members divided into their assigned subcommittees.  The subcommittees were asked to revise their recommendations. At the conclusion of the revisions, teams shared their revisions with the entire committee. Final revision were sent to Dr. Poland for assembly into the final document.  
Subcommittees include:
· High Quality Platforms: Acceleration and programs (Sarah Haywood, Kori Williams, Kimberly Waite and Rebecca Dangerfield)
· Teacher Preparation: Training for coordinators and teachers (Dr. Dara Hall, Teresa Ellison, and Mandy Barrett) 
· Equitable Access: Identification to all programs for the gifted (Laura Kelly, Dr. Janice Robertson, Dr. Rodney Berry, Dr. Carol Carter, and Dornswalo Wilkins-McCorey) 
· Accountability: Student growth (Kirsten Maloney, Kimberly Tupponce, Melissa Powers, and Bob Hundley)
Reports from Members/Representative Groups 
· Kimberly Waite- Pass
· Kirsten Maloney- Fairfax County's AAP Advisory Committee has been working on family engagement and community outreach to underrepresented populations.  The committee has been looking into research on family engagement, has heard from some model schools about ways that they engage and serve their communities, and will hear from the family partnerships coordinator at our March meeting before writing a report to the School Board to be delivered in May.  The model schools that presented had good results in representation.  Each had multiple and simultaneous approaches, to include strategies such as large principal advisory committees, parent coffees, community schools movements, and parent liaisons.
· Rebecca Dangerfield-Radford City gifted students are meeting in grade level lunch groups to study novels, learn from community member visitors, and plan services projects to benefit school and community.  Next year’s new schedule will provide better opportunity for these group meetings with a One Lunch program.  
· Kimberly Tupponce- Pass 
· Carol Carter- Pass
· Rodney Berry- Nottoway County Public Schools’ gifted students have continued their participation in community service projects, especially those projects that involve mentoring, and Donorschoose.org.  Students also have been involved with STEAM and coding activities - they have been using ozobots, and they helped other students with activities during the “Hour of Code”.  Students participated in the VCU mini market, where they set up their businesses and created unique products.  During their Project Based Learning activity, they were given an assignment to be an engineer and solve problems during a mock natural disaster.  
· Teresa Ellison- Pass 
· Dara Hall- Pass 
· Mandy Barrett- Pass
· Melissa Powers- Pass
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Laura Kelly- Roanoke City Public Schools students’ interest in SRGS is higher this year - two Visual and Performing Arts, two Spanish, one French, one Japanese, two Medical, two Engineering/NASA. Planning RCPS+ (six week summer/enrichment programming) is another program; this year’s theme is “It’s Showtime”, working with local libraries with iREAD program-www.iread.org. 
· Jan Robertson-Pass
· Korri Williams- PSAT offered to 9th & 11th grade students to reflect students who are paired with certain AP courses as well as identification of under-represented populations to provide support. Division-wide AP Hack Committee to provide multiple pathways of success in AP courses.  
· Sarah Haywood- In York County, a partial gifted program evaluation is underway.  An outside evaluator is reviewing the 1st-7th grade pull-out program, its curriculum and the professional development offered for the program’s staff.  
· Dorn Wilkins-McCorey- Virginia Beach City Public Schools completed their SRGS application and are gearing up for the 2020-2025 Local Plan for the Education of the Gifted Committee meetings.
Final Thoughts
· Dornswalo Wilkins-McCorey shared information in regards to the Upcoming VaGifted Conference will be held October 17-19 in Richmond, Virginia.  Dr. Jaime Castellano, Dr. Tamra Stambaugh and Dr. Mike Postma will be the speakers for this conference.  
· Sarah Haywood shared information about the annual meeting of the Consortium of Gifted Education Administrtaors which will be held September 13, 2019 in Charlottesville. A variety of breakout sessions will be offered, and the keynote speaker will be Dr. John Almarode. Registration information will be emailed to administrators during the summer. 
Public Comment
· There were no public comments.
Adjournment
· [bookmark: _30j0zll]Meeting adjourned at 2:30 PM. 
