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Committee Members: 
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Mrs. Jill Sowers, Vice Chair 
Ms. Kendra Belcher
Ms. Suzanne Bowers, Ex-officio 
Dr. Jeffrey Cassell 
Ms. Anne Downing
Ms. DaleAnna Curry
Mr. Damon Garrison 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Michael Garrison
Mr. Justin Gatling (absent)
Mrs. Christine Germeyer, Chair
Ms. Margarete Hecker Jeffer, Secretary
Mx. Aaran Kelley 
Mr. Matthew Luther, Member-at-Large
Ms. Tashue Mason  
Ms. Teri Morgan, Ex-officio
Dr. Patricia Popp, Ex-officio 
Mr. Robert Schwartz 
Ms. Regan Stiltner 
Mr. Brian Summo, Member-at-Large 
Ms. Joan Summer 
Ms. Sandie Thorpe (absent)


VDOE Representatives:
Dr. Samantha Hollins, SESS
Mr. Henry J. “Hank” Millward, Jr., SEFFE, SESS
Mrs. Lisa Crafton (Recorder), SEFFE, SESS



Call to Order

Mrs. Christine Germeyer welcomed everyone in attendance and called the meeting to order at 8 a.m.  Mrs. Germeyer noted that this is the first live virtual meeting and instructed how to find the agenda on the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) website.  Mrs. Germeyer led the introduction of standing members, as well as new members and members of the VDOE.  Mrs. Germeyer noted that Dr. Brooke Blanks has vacated her role as the Higher Education Representative for the State Special Education Advisory Committee (SSEAC).  The VDOE will send out a request to find a replacement as they have done with other vacancies. 

Mrs. Germeyer gave a short overview of the mandate to the SSEAC and its overall function.

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Approval of Agenda

The agenda was distributed via email.  The committee was asked to review the proposed agenda.  Mrs. Stiltner made the motion to approve the agenda.  Mrs. Belcher seconded the motion.  The agenda was approved unanimously.

Approval of Minutes

The March 12-13, 2020, minutes were posted on the VDOE website, and members were encouraged to submit any changes before the meeting.  Dr. Patricia Popp made two amendments.  The minutes will read after the correction:
· 20,000 children in Virginia identified as homeless
· Reliance on identification based on warning signs 
Foster Care System ESSA Title 1, Part A
· The students who are identified as being abused or neglected
· Child In Need of Supervision (CHINS) petition

Mr. Luther made the motion to approve the minutes as amended.  Mrs. Stiltner seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved unanimously. 

Business Session

Mrs. Germeyer summarized for the committee where the SSEAC had focused its efforts when compiling the annual report in March 2020.  She noted the continued need to improve opportunities for students to be educated in the least restrictive environment.  The SSEAC had looked more closely at discipline data among students with disabilities, and more notable the disproportionate discipline towards students of color with disabilities.  The SSEAC identified the need to support the whole child by providing social-emotional learning; and most concerning to our work is the teacher recruitment and retention efforts to address staffing shortages.  In addition, funding for public education in Virginia should be adequate to ensure that every student in the Commonwealth has an equal opportunity to become a high-performing citizen.

Department of Special Education and Student Services (SESS), Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) Updates
Dr. Samantha Hollins, Assistant Superintendent, SESS, VDOE

Dr. Hollins shared the VDOE website screen and showed an update of the website.  She further pointed out the “Recover, Redesign, Restart” 2020 Guide.  Main priorities are parent and family support, student and staff support, and social-emotional support.  Instruction has been impacted by the closure and the VDOE has been working to provide resources on their website.  Dr. Hollins encouraged the SSEAC to share the guidance documents with their constituents. 

School divisions have two requirements that must be submitted to the VDOE prior to their reopening which include:
1. A Health Plan (during phase II and phase III) which has to describe health mitigation steps to keep everyone safe.
2. An Instructional Plan, which has to describe the return to school plan for supporting students with disabilities.  School division plans must be submitted to the VDOE and publicly posted on division websites for viewing. 

The students disproportionally affected by the closure are students with disabilities, English language learners, to name a few.  It was noted; when school divisions return to learning, students with disabilities need to be a priority.  The “Return to Learn” initiative needs to make sure our most vulnerable students receive new instruction.  Dr. Lane, State Superintendent of Public Instruction, was clear that students with disabilities need to be the priority group for in-person instruction when and where appropriate while giving localities flexibilities in how that will be done.

Mrs. Germeyer asked the committee if they had any questions.  No questions were asked of Dr. Hollins.  Mrs. Germeyer asked Dr. Hollins for input on recommendations that should be woven into the report and Dr. Hollins offered two points:
1. Consider providing a statement to the Virginia Board of Education (BOE) asking that they continue along the current pathway or consider alternate pathways as they develop returning to learning strategies. 
2. The work of the SSEAC should be done from an equity lens by supporting marginalized populations; students with disabilities are among the most marginalized. 

The SSEAC could consider the BOE’s request for public comment to the history curriculum from an equity lens.
The committee went through the draft annual report, which was developed in the March 2020, meeting before the school closures.  Mrs. Germeyer asked if there are any additional commendations to consider.  Mr. Michael Garrison asked that a statement recognizing the work done at the VDOE and BOE be included as a commendation.  Each of the commendations within the draft was reviewed and openly discussed for clarification purposes.  After the discussion concluded, Mrs. Germeyer called for the motion to approve the commendations section of the annual report. 

Mr. Michael Garrison made the motion to approve the commendations.  Mrs. Belcher seconded the motion.  The commendations was approved unanimously. 

Mrs. Germeyer then asked the subcommittee chairs to present the recommendations that they had identified prior to the closure.  Ms. Bowers reported on the work from the Family Engagement and Community Outreach subcommittee.  Mr. Summo reported on the work of the Policy and Regulations subcommittee.  Mr. Luther reported on the work of the Student Achievement and Student Outcomes subcommittee.  Each of the recommendations within the draft was reviewed and openly discussed for clarification purposes.  Ms. Sowers then provided the committee with a list of the recommendations. 

After the discussion concluded, Mrs. Germeyer called for the motion to approve the recommendations allowing the executive committee flexibility to make minimal changes.  
Mr. Michael Garrison made the motion to approve the recommendations.  Dr. Patricia Popp seconded the motion.  The recommendations passed with 20 ayes and 1 nay, the motion carried.
 
Mrs. Germeyer asked that the Goals discussion for the SSEAC be tabled until the October 2020, meeting.

Mrs. Germeyer shared the future SSEAC meeting dates for 2021:

· March 11-12, 2021
· July 15-16, 2021
· October 7-8, 2021
· December 2-3, 2021

After further discussion of the annual report, Mrs. Germeyer called for a motion to approve the annual report in its entirety allowing minimal changes from the executive committee.  Mr. Michael Garrison made the motion and Mr. Schwartz seconded the motion.  The motion carried and the annual report was approved allowing the executive committee to make minimal changes. 

Before concluding the meeting, two public comments, which was received in advanced, were read to the committee.  
1. Marybeth Markee strongly urges VDOE to recommend or require some form of in-person instruction, within social distancing, and other health guidelines, for our students in special education programs this fall. 

2. The Training Alumni Association (TAA) is requesting VDOE provide an accurate, fully inclusive historical account that proactively addresses systematic racism and discrimination; it must include the history of disabilities rights, movement, and needs within the history curriculum. 

After the conclusion of the public comments, Mrs. Germeyer revisited the BOE statement that was made in the June 2020, meeting.  Mrs. Germeyer closed with the reminder of the 30th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

With no further discussion from the committee, the meeting was adjourned at 12:03 p.m. 
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