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Division Committee on Growth

1. Identify and recommend the best growth 
measure for our school division.

2. Consider a PK-12 assessment profile that 
balances achievement and growth, one that more 
completely captures student learning.



Achievement vs. Growth

Achievement Test Growth Assessment

Student A 410 Did meet projected growth.

Student B 420 Did meet projected growth.

Student C 390 Did meet projected growth.

Student D 390 Did meet projected growth.

Student E 450 Did meet projected growth.

Student F 600 Did meet projected growth.

Student G 600 Did not meet projected growth.

Student H 310 Did not meet projected growth.

Student I 380 Did meet projected growth.

Student J 540 Did meet projected growth.

60% pass rate 80% “pass rate”



A. Reduce the amount of traditional benchmark 
     achievement testing (and associated test prep).

B. Adopt more efficient assessments that measure 
    individual student growth in the areas of literacy 
    and math.

C. Introduce performance assessments that measure 
     depth of knowledge and critical thinking.

D. Provide teachers and students with a net gain in 
     instructional time.

Committee on Growth
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Seeing the Big Picture

Achievement
& Diagnostic

Aptitude
We have previously relied heavily upon achievement testing to 

know what students have learned, but as we have illustrated, 

achievement testing alone does not adequately show student 

progress. Likewise, multiple-choice tests are not the best way for 

students to demonstrate the application of their learning and 

skills that go beyond content acquisition.

A more balanced approach combines 
assessments that show student progress in 
literacy and mathematics, using computerized, 
adaptive testing techniques. In addition, the 
use of project-based learning and 
performance assessments give students 
simulations of more real-world scenarios, 
where they can apply what they have learned 
through the performance of a task.

In our long-term strategy, we are also interested 
in leveraging statistical analysis to testing data 
with EVAAS: Education Value-Added 
Assessment System. This tool helps predict 
student aptitude with statistical models which 
will be used by administrators to improve 
Division-wide instructional practices, and to 
help identify students who need specific, 
targeted help.

In all, we believe using the balance of the right 
tools and approaches can help improve 
instruction across the school division. 
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For more information contact:

Stephen Geyer, Ed.D.
Assistant Superintendent of Instruction
Goochland County Public Schools
(804) 556-5609 | sgeyer@glnd.k12.va.us

Achievement
& Diagnostic

Progress
Growth Measures

Aptitude

Performance

EVAAS



What is Balanced Assessment?



              Why do we assess students?



Rebalancing Assessment

. . . to inform instruction

. . . to foster creativity

. . . to diagnose

. . . to measure achievement
. . . to provide a platform for application

. . . to measure growth

. . . to prepare for high stakes testing

. . . to rank and sort

. . . to determine readiness



Rebalancing Assessment



   Never lose sight of!
   accountability . . . 



Goochland measures growth in three ways.

                    (1) EVAAS 
                  (2) NWEA MAP 
                  (3) Interactive Achievement Student 
                       Growth Assessments 

    All tracked through a longitudinal database that allows 
    school divisions to create watchlists and monitor 
    interventions thanks to a VLDS grant.
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1990 2000 2010

VDOE approves 
the state Standards of Learning

Standards of Accreditation 
link accountability tests 

to the state standards (SOLs)

SOL 
testing 
begins

NCLB signed 
into law

     The use of  local assessments and the expanded 
use of  authentic assessments constitutes a new 
direction for the Commonwealth and the timeline 
dictated by the legislation is rapid. There is no 
expectation that the early years of  these new 
assessments will be perfectly executed; rather, this 
should be viewed as an opportunity to engage in 
innovation that will provide new opportunities for 
students to demonstrate their knowledge of  the 
curriculum. 

     These guidelines seek to ensure flexibility for 
local school divisions while simultaneously 
reassuring content teachers in later grades that the 
content upon which their own instruction is 
dependent has been taught, and that students come 
to them prepared to learn.

“The state board is saying to teachers, ‘Be 
creative this year. Collaborate and take 
advantage of this opportunity to design 

assessments that support instruction and assess 
21st-century skills as well as SOL content.’” 
- State Superintendent of Public Instruction Steven R. Staples

House Bill 930 
Senate Bill 306 

... a new direction 
for the Commonwealth ...

... an opportunity 
to engage in innovation ...



Growth measures allow for a focus on 
maximizing the potential of every student.

Performance assessments allow for a 
focus on measuring deeper learning.



What are Performance Assessments?



Presentation of Stimulus 
What is the task or problem and how is it presented to students?

Information Processing 
How does the student interact with the stimulus and its associated content?

Scorable Product/Performance 
What does the student produce?

Rubric 
How is the product of performance measured?
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US History I 
Strand - Civil War: 1861 to 1865 

SOL - USI.9: The student will demonstrate knowledge of the causes, major events, and e!ects of the Civil War



US History I 
Strand - Civil War: 1861 to 1865 

SOL - USI.9: The student will demonstrate knowledge of the causes, major events, and e!ects of the Civil War

1. Presentation of Stimulus 
You have been approached by the Sundance Institute to create a mini-documentary 
(5-8 minutes in length).  Sundance executives have asked that your short film portray the 
perspectives of the following historical figures as they relate to the events 
leading to and during the U.S. Civil War: Abraham Lincoln, Jefferson Davis, Ulysses S. 
Grant, Robert E. Lee, Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, and Frederick Douglass. 

2. Information Processing 
In a team of 3-4 create your documentary using iMovie.  Each team member will 
contribute generally equally to the development of the film’s script as well as the final 
product. 
The film must portray the six historical figures such that they’re easily identifiable to the 
audience (the class); moreover, the film must demonstrate the team’s understanding of 
the roles each of the men played in the events leading to and during the Civil War. 

3. Scorable Product/Performance 
5-8 minute video



Categories 1 3 5
Historical Figures The film includes portrayals of 

less than three of the six 
historical figures.

The film includes portrayals of 
three-five of the six historical 

figures.

The film includes portrayals of 
all six historical figures.

Time Requirement The film is less than 3.00 
minutes or more than 10.00 

minutes in length.

The film is 3.00-4.99 or 
8.01-10.00 minutes in length.

The film is 5.00-8.00 minutes in 
length.

Understanding (3x weight) No evidence exists of 
understanding the roles each 

of the men played in the events 
leading to and during the Civil 

War.

Some evidence exists of 
understanding the roles each 

of the men played in the events 
leading to and during the Civil 

War.

Clear evidence exists of 
understanding the roles each 

of the men played in the events 
leading to and during the Civil 

War.

Video Quality The video quality is extremely 
poor, images are consistently 
unclear, and transitions are 

choppy.

The overall video quality is 
inconsistent.

The video quality is strong, 
images are consistently clear, 
and transitions are smooth.

Creativity Little evidence of imagination, 
creativity, or thoughtfulness

Some evidence of imagination, 
creativity, or thoughtfulness

Thorough evidence of 
imagination, creativity, or 

thoughtfulness

4. Rubric
US History I 

Strand - Civil War: 1861 to 1865 
SOL - USI.9: The student will demonstrate knowledge of the causes, major events, and e!ects of the Civil War
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