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Background: Legislative Mandate

Legislation in the 2014 General Assembly
amended

§ 22.1-253.13:3.C of the Code of Virginia to
eliminate several Standards of Learning (SOL)
tests:

 Grade 3 History,

 Grade 3 Science,

 Grade 5 Writing,

* United States History to 1865, and

* United States History: 1865 to the
Present.
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Requirements for Local Alternative
Assessments

The legislation required each local
school board to

= annually certify that it has provided
Instruction In the content assessed by the
eliminated tests, and

sadminister an alternative assessment,
consistent with Virginia Board of Education
guidelines, to students in grades three
through eight in each SOL subject area In
which the SOL assessment was eliminated.
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Plans for Use of
L_ocal Alternative Assessments

« School divisions were asked to prepare plans that
describe how local assessments designed to
Inform instruction would be implemented in 2014-
2015 as well as how their use would be expanded
In 2015-2016 and beyond.

 Desk reviews of selected school divisions as
required by the guidelines were conducted during
the summer of 2015.

 Purpose of the “desk reviews” was to determine
the types of alternative assessments that were
administered. Reviews will also help Department
staff to identify “best practices” for sharing and
distribution to other Virginia school divisions.
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Desk Review of
L_ocal Alternative Assessments

« VDOE selected three school divisions from
each of the eight regions

 Requested information for two assessments
from each school division, resulting in 48
assessments being submitted

e Chose adiverse selection of school
divisions:

Rural, Distant

Rural, Fringe

Suburb, Large

Town, Distant

City, Middle
City, Small
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Summary of Desk Review Results

Type of Assessment

3 I IE o

MC/TEI only MC/TEI with Performance
Performance Task Assessment
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Sample Performance Assessment

Grade 3 Science
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Sample Performance Assessment
Grade 3 Hlstory

Citizens Who Defended Basic Principles Coin _Rasalarks
| - -
Many famous Americans have shaped our country by defending the basic principles of life, liberty, the pursuit | e i 2 K. Bl K Peofle
of happiness, and equality under the law. Your task is to choose the famous American you believe had the 1Ra3a fa s KS __wias L2iGCO.Iacs ;
greatest impact on our country, and design a commemeorative coin honering him or her and their [ duwhite Siayed A ‘/u‘-‘ e 2 i M 4 olgf Lafa
achievements. Then create a persuasive essay or presentation convincing the government to choose your B ¥ A m - 3 *I 1 } \ “An AO
coin. lyaged outob hiea” Jomi-a Jhe aoia LA % Ple
The falice Putr her in Toul: Glock 1%ariE

. - S PR SR Ve P T TP e
i'-)[c”?t('_d 2 C‘d’;\r‘v 4 he 20 Seixg S o TQIL the dmidC e

| Black P eofle aes” e Moadai  Thefwalled
ik (lede, A0 wol . One. J’W .| ‘nc,y& a_
B(—“—}\ ol &) \‘\Lh(/)n k”'\r‘ Q 9‘A/L 3”‘ \..l]._.'

SQ l}CC{’{c w/ < ;\)11 X'“ G

| :);5; g-" ‘? L") K/I\ \,y\;\; """*‘ =
| Lo . dne Houg hY for %WI
| Guy Coghtd ‘ co Lol gedt [Dans

ongd € "‘ly\j \)\xLA\ ~.)x = -
1 ‘ - ; 3 ’-“

J Y Z&JL\'C{ L;u Ks =
| 2‘" \)\.x\\{j

l)u 1 T .l\ \buu;(q

N Cras Ly k B : e
»\/m/:a,/ Quelcs ey ca [ Ko } a oK

= ‘1 C\(QW L’) eN IC_,‘\’L}(\C‘-:',o LCC\C\ LS .
Cide +the Go s 'f't\J sc hGol ThaanlCrou. He

ﬂi 7 ) & -~ " . \ : e
(2 Cave .c’\(,-'lf Helfed N\ g fal
If.-‘-u\\ @QO'Vle(- - . =

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF

/ EDUCATION




Combined US History 1 and Grade 5 Writing Tas
Culture and LiFe5t¥|e5 of American Indians. Diorama Project

Objective: Students will create an American Indian diorama illustrating the culture of

one of the five American Indian tribes we have studied in class: the Inuit, Kwakiutl,
Lakota, Pueble, or Irogquois.

What is a diorama? A diorama is the three dimensional recreation of a scene.
Dioramas are designed inside of a box.

Materials you may need:

* Shoebox

+ Construction paper

» White glue or glue stick

= Markers or crayons

= Craft Items: pipe cleaners, popsicle sticks, scrap fabric, beads, pine cones,
stones, bits of wood, paint, sculpting clay, toothpicks, etc.

Diorama Requirements:

* Your name and fribe name displayed on project

» Landscape on 3 walls suggesting that of tribal area
» House type included

= Typical food gathered, hunted, or farmed

s Animals typically found in area

Written Requirements:

* Topic Sentence: Which fribe you made the diorama about

* 1sentence stating which geographic region the tribe lived in

+ 1sentence about the type of house your tribe lived in

+ 1sentence about the type of food your tribe ate

+ 1 sentence about the animals typically found in the area

+ 1sentence about how your tribe used the environment to meet their basic needs
« Paragraph should be written on an index card(s) and turned in separately
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Sample Performance Assessment
US History |
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Sample Performance Assessment
Grade 5 Writing
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Sample Performance Assessment
US History Il

PERFORMAMNCE ASSESSMENT TASK
Grade 7

UHNIT I: Reconstruction After the Civil War
STANDARDS: USl.1ade h; USH.3ab,c USlLdc; SOL USIS; US4

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING: Laws canbe passed to protect the rights of the
people, but attitudes cannot be legislated.

CONCEPTUAL UHNIT QUESTION: “Was Feconstruction a success?

SCENARIO: You are a reporter for The Washington Bee, the main newspaper in
YWashington, D.C. ¥ou have just heard Frederick Douglass, an abolitionist and African-
American leader, speak on the Twenty-Fourth Anniversary of Emancipation in the
District of Columbia, on April 16, 1886. In his speech, Douglass argues that athough

slavery has been abolished for more than 20 years, much remains to be done to ensure

equal rights for African Americans in the United States. Since you heard the speech

and have been cavering African American issues for the paper, your editors have asked

you to write a response to Douglass' speech. Do you agree with him? Has
Reconstruction been a failure? Or does the evidence persuade you that it has been a
successy

TASHK: You wil collect information from the documents provided to
o identify and explain Frederick Douglass' apinion about Reconstruction.
¢ identify the positive and negative outcomes of Reconstruction.
s interpret different viewp oints on Reconstruction.
¢ develop a written argument (editarial) that supports your point of view and
persuades others of the accuracy of your point of view.
¢ qgive evidence of the argumentsfoutcomes that support your point of view.

DOCUMENTS: Use each of the documents provided to research information on your
task Use the DOCUMENTS GRAFPRIC ORGANIZER to arganize yvour infarmation.
Include and cite evidence from at least 3 of the documents in your product

PRODUCT: Your editonal should include
e @ position that either supports or opposes Douglass' claim that Reconstruction

was a failure.

atleast 3 reasons that support your opinian.

evidence from at least 3 documents included in the task

related content wvocabulary.

rmechanics and spelling that are accurate.

REFLECTION: Think about life inthe United Statestoday. Do you think Frederick
Douglass would be pleased with the civil rights progress that hasbeen made since his
speech, orwould he feelthat there is still progress to make? YWite a 3-5 sentence
paragraph explaining your ideas.
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Local Alternative Assessments:
Transition to New Paradigm In

Teaching and Learning
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Assistance Through Regional Grants

 Many school divisions have been

working in their regions to develop
nerformance assessments through
grants that were provided by the
Department.

« Several school divisions plans
mentioned implementing local
alternative assessments that
Incorporated performance tasks in

the future, as a result of this regional
work.
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WHY?

* Incorporate options for age appropriate authentic
performance assessments and portfolios with
rubrics and other methodologies designed to
ensure the students are making adequate
academic progress in the subject area and that
the Standards of Learning are being taught

 Permit and encourage integrated assessments
that include multiple subject areas

« Emphasize collaboration between teachers to
administer and substantiate the assessments and
the professional development of teachers to
enable them to make the best use of alternative
assessments
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WHAT?

* Establishment of a consistent
understanding of alternative assessments,

e |[dentification of the characteristics of
well-constructed alternative assessments,

* Development of rubrics to assess
student mastery of content and skills, and

 Analyses of data from the alternative
assessments to identify students’
strengths and weaknesses to guide
instruction.
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HOW?

Regional Grants to support transformation
of assessment options in Virginia, changing
the teaching and learning paradigm.

Collaboration between teachers and central
office within and across districts in each
region.

Teacher created assessments and rubrics.

Learning together to change teaching and
learning in order to prepare Virginia
students to learn in ways that include
demonstrating content knowledge and
essential life skills that prepare them for
their future.
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HOW?

« University and professional organization
partnerships for professional development

« University of Virginia

« College of William and May

« James Madison University

« OIld Dominion University
 Virginia Commonwealth University
« George Washington University

« VASCD

« VASS

« VSUP
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HOW?
Ongoing Process to Build Capacity

Expansion and Development of
Refinement tasks and rubrics
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2014

House Bill to remove SOL
assessments and to direct
districts to develop and
implement alternative
assessments

2014-2016
Region Grants

2014-2020

Regional Labs of Learning
for Development of tasks and
rubrics

WHEN?
2014-2020

2016-2020

Differentiated Supports to
Divisions

2016-2017
District Self Assessment
Accountability to Framework

Spring 2016

Regional Leaders and DOE
develop state framework

2016-0n-going

Focus on tasks, rubrics,
fidelity, and expansion to
other subjects

Regional Alternative
Assessment “banks”
developed
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Challenges

Need for Region to Region communication to
develop state consistency

Need for TIME to transform teaching and
learning. The change from multiple choice
format requires new teacher skills for both
Instruction and assessment

Need for flexibility in use of state funds that
support region work for use in summer, all
districts are supplementing funding to suppor
this work in challenging budget times.

Uncertainty about Virginia expectations,
schools In sanctions prioritizing work

Ensuring all divisions engage in journey
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Celebrations

All Regions engaged in the work of |
transforming assessment with collaboration
among many divisions in each Region

Many Regions using similar professional
development creating commonalities across
the Commonwealth

Powerful teacher collaboration in each
Region’s professional development offerings.
Teachers working with central office to
develop tasks and rubrics. Virginia has great
teachers engaged in this work

Desire for Region communication
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