VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION
CHARTER SCHOOL COMMITTEE
July 21, 2010
Other States’ Laws/Policies/Procedures as Compared to the Required Elements of a Virginia Charter School Application (§ 22.1-212.8, Code of Virginia)
Section 22.1-212.8, Code of Virginia (B.1)
MISSION STATEMENT - The mission statement of the public charter school must be consistent with the principles of the Standards of Quality.
	State/Organization
	Current Law/Policy/Procedures

	California
	State law includes purposes of charter schools, including improving student learning and increasing learning opportunities for all students, with special emphasis on students identified as academically low achieving.  

	Colorado
	Focus on outputs, long-term impact.  

	District of Columbia
	Educational needs of students, mission and philosophy, educational focus.

	Georgia
	Statement of the charter school’s mission and describe how it promotes the legislative intent “to increase student achievement….”

	Illinois
	Mission statement with declared purposes.

	Massachusetts
	Mission, purpose, innovation and focus covered in state law.

	Pennsylvania
	Inclusion of a plan that will lead to educational performance and consistency.

	Virginia School Boards Association
	Mission consistent with strategic plan of local school board.


Section 22.1-212.8, Code of Virginia (B.2)
GOALS AND OBJECTIVES - The goals and educational objectives to be achieved by the public charter school, which educational objectives must meet or exceed the Standards of Learning.

	State/Organization
	Current Law/Policy/Procedures

	California
	Goals must include the objective of enabling students to become self-motivated, competent, and lifelong learners.  There must be measurable student outcomes.

	Colorado
	Application addresses baseline data.

	District of Columbia
	Charter school must have goals against which the school’s performance will be measured.

	Georgia
	Description of the school’s assessment plan to obtain student performance data including baseline data and how these data will be used to monitor and improve achievement. Academic goals must relate to state and federal assessment standards.

	Illinois
	Charter school must address goals, objectives and pupil performance standards, school year, school days, and hours of operation. 

	Massachusetts
	Mission, purpose, innovation and focus covered in state law.

	Pennsylvania
	Charter school must have measurable goals demonstrating a commitment to academic excellence.

	Virginia School Boards Association
	Goals meet or exceed the Standards of Learning (SOL).


Section 22.1-212.8, Code of Virginia (B.3)
COMMUNITY SUPPORT - Evidence that an adequate number of parents, teachers, pupils, or any combination thereof, support the formation of a public charter school.
	State/Organization
	Current Law/Policy/Procedures
	Parental Involvement

	California
	Petition must be signed by a number of parents or legal guardians of pupils equal to at least one-half of the number of pupils the school estimates will enroll in the first year or by at least one-half the number of teachers expected to be employed.
	Included in the school’s governance structure is the petition.  Must consult with parents, legal guardians, and teachers regarding the school’s educational programs on a regular basis.

	Colorado
	Plan and timeline designed to reach diverse student population.  Applicant knowledge of the community outreach activities.
	Evidence of parental involvement in the development of the school, including volunteer opportunities.

	District of Columbia
	Community participation, parental involvement, orientation for parents, teachers, and other community members.  Parental involvement to support learning, plans for fundraising, description of commitments for partnership or relationships with community organizations or individuals.
	Parental involvement to support the educational needs of students, mission and philosophy, educational focus.

	Georgia
	Parent and community involvement in developing petition and in the school.  Description of how parents, community, and others were involved in developing the petition and how they will be involved in the school.  Evidence of community interest needs to be provided.
	Description of how parents, community, and others were involved in developing the petition and how they will be involved in the school.  

	Illinois
	Charter school may be established by referendum if requested by 5% or more voters in a school district.  School must describe the nature and extent of parental, professional educator and community involvement in the governance and operation of the school.  
	Evidence that the proposed formation of the charter school has received the approval of certified teachers, parents and guardians, and, if applicable, a local school council.  School must describe the nature and extent of parental, professional educator and community involvement in the governance and operation of the school.  

	Massachusetts
	Plan to identify strategies for using community agencies and volunteers.
	Plan to encourage parental involvement in child’s education.

	Pennsylvania
	Description of relationship of school to the community.  Scope of community backing must be included, including support from stakeholders.
	Description of nature and extent of parent involvement.

	Virginia School Boards Association
	Tangible evidence of sufficient support to open and maintain the charter school.  
	Parental understanding of the admissions process.


Section 22.1-212.8, Code of Virginia (B.4)
STATEMENT OF NEED - A statement of the need for a public charter school in a school division or relevant school divisions in the case of a regional public charter school, or in a geographic area within a school division or relevant school divisions, as the case may be.

	State/Organization
	Current Law/Policy/Procedures

	California
	Not specifically addressed.

	Colorado
	Application should include evidence of community need for the school.

	District of Columbia
	Not specifically addressed.

	Georgia
	Not specifically addressed.

	Illinois
	Must demonstrate a high level of local pupil, parental, community, business and school personnel support.  May be established as a result of a referendum.

	Massachusetts
	Application should address why a charter school is needed in order for the school to exist or succeed. 

	Pennsylvania
	Needs assessment included in application package – must address why a charter school is an appropriate vehicle.

	Virginia School Boards Association
	Statement should address whether the need is realistic.


Section 22.1-212.8, Code of Virginia (B.5)
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM DESCRIPTION - A description of the public charter school's educational program, pupil performance standards, and curriculum, which must meet or exceed any applicable Standards of Quality; any assessments to be used to measure pupil progress towards achievement of the school's pupil performance standards, in addition to the Standards of Learning assessments prescribed by § 22.1-253.13:3; the timeline for achievement of such standards; and the procedures for taking corrective action in the event that pupil performance at the public charter school falls below such standards.
	State/Organization
	Current Law/Policy/Procedures

	California
	Must include a description of the program that identifies those whom the school is attempting to educate, what it means to be “educated” and how learning best occurs.  If serving high school students, a description of how school will inform parents of transferability of courses to other public high schools and eligibility of courses to meet college entrance requirements.  Schools do serve English Language Learners (ELL) students.  Measurable pupil outcomes identified for use by the school along with the method by which pupil progress is measured.  Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) requires detailed information.

	Colorado
	Standards and curriculum aligned with state standards.  Plan to identify and meet the needs of students who are:  1) at-risk; 2) gifted/talented; 3) ELL; or 4) students with disabilities.  Information on assessments and use of data.

	District of Columbia
	Charter school must provide any areas of concentration, full curriculum for each objective of the school including standards, instructional strategies, assessments, materials and resources, sequence, and instructional time spent on each objective.  Plan to identify special needs, ELL and gifted, and a plan to identify strategies for students substantially below grade level.   Methods for assessing progress and achievement toward goals set, baseline standards of achievement, outcomes, district-wide assessments required, gateway (promotion) measures for each grade level.

	Georgia
	Description of student-teacher ratios, how needs of gifted students will be met, how any extracurricular activities will be met, and instructional methods to be used.  Indication of how the school will provide state and federally mandated services for students with disabilities, those who are ELL, students who need remediation, and those who need supplemental services.  Description of the focus of the curriculum, academic performance-based goals, related measurable objectives, strategies to increase student achievement, and examples of academic innovation.

	Illinois
	A description of the school’s educational program and curriculum.  Other than mentioning local share of funding for children with disabilities, this group is not specifically addressed nor are ELL students.  Must follow law governing reporting of abused and neglected children.  Plan for evaluating pupil performance, types of assessments and procedures for taking corrective action if performance falls below those standards.  

	Massachusetts
	Information on student seat time and plan for design and adoption of curriculum. Submission of a special education program plan and a plan for Title I services.  

	Pennsylvania
	Overview of curriculum and content plus description of teaching methods must be provided.  Description of how the educational needs of students with disabilities will be met.  Description of methods to evaluate student performance.

	Virginia School Boards Association
	Curriculum meets or exceeds the Standards of Quality (SOQ), Standards of Accreditation (SOA), and SOL.  Assessments measure student progress toward goals and objectives.


Section 22.1-212.8, Code of Virginia (B.6)
DESCRIPTION OF ENROLLMENT PROCESS - A description of the lottery process to be used to determine enrollment. A lottery process shall also be developed for the establishment of a waiting list for such students for whom space is unavailable and, if appropriate, a tailored admission policy that meets the specific mission or focus of the public charter school and is consistent with all federal and state laws and regulations and constitutional provisions prohibiting discrimination that are applicable to public schools and with any court-ordered desegregation plan in effect for the school division or, in the case of a regional public charter school, in effect for any of the relevant school divisions.

	State/Organization
	Current Law/Policy/Procedures

	California
	Charter schools must admit all students who wish to attend, unless the number is too large.  If the number is too large, then students selected by a random drawing with preference for students currently attending the school and those who live in the district.   The means for achieving a racial and ethnic balance among students reflective of the district’s general population.

	Colorado
	Description of any enrollment criteria, wait list or lottery process, pre- or post-enrollment testing.

	District of Columbia
	Identification of a target population, characteristics of prospective students, grade level(s) to be served with rationale, relationship of population to geographic area of the city, process for enrolling with a cutoff date for applications, random selection process.

	Georgia
	Description of attendance zone, admission rules and procedures, steps taken to ensure diversity.

	Illinois
	Charter schools open to any pupil residing within the geographic boundaries of the area served by the local school board.  If there are more eligible applicants than spaces available, there must be a lottery.  A charter school established to serve only high school dropouts may restrict enrollment to that group.

	Massachusetts
	Charter school application must include the submission of an enrollment policy and application for admission, including a description of lottery procedures.

	Pennsylvania
	Charter school application must include enrollment projections, a description of demographic characteristics, and a plan for admission lottery.

	Virginia School Boards Association
	Admission process must comply with state and federal law, be consistent with the mission, and address a plan for the transfer of students.


Section 22.1-212.8, Code of Virginia (B.7)
FINANICAL STABILITY - Evidence that the plan for the public charter school is economically sound for both the public charter school and the school division or relevant school divisions, as the case may be; a proposed budget for the term of the charter; and a description of the manner in which an annual audit of the financial and administrative operations of the public charter school, including any services provided by the school division or relevant school divisions, as the case may be, is to be conducted.
	State/Organization
	Current Law/Policy/Procedures

	California
	Petitioners must provide financial statements that include a proposed first year operational budget, including startup costs and cash flow, and financial projections for the first three years of operation. Must also provide the manner in which annual financial audits will be conducted and how audit exceptions and deficiencies will be resolved.  Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) requires internal fiscal controls.

	Colorado
	Application must include five-year revenue and expenditure projections and annual audit requirements.

	District of Columbia
	Charter school must address nonprofit, anticipated sources of funds, fundraising efforts, and financial management and accounting.  There must also be two-year operating budget and five-year budget projections including capital budget and a cashflow projection for year one.

	Georgia
	Description of the level of autonomy the charter school will have over budget and expenditures, plans for annual independent audit, timeline to begin receiving state and local funds for operation, plans for securing other funding, and information on the chief financial officer and his credentials.  

	Illinois
	Evidence that the terms of the charter are economically sound, proposed budget for the term of the charter, and manner of audit.  State can provide grants and/or loans.

	Massachusetts
	Submission of the school’s fiscal policies and procedures, budget and cash flow information, and provisions for audit.

	Pennsylvania
	Review of budget and financial records and start-up and operating budgets.

	Virginia School Boards Association
	Financial plan should address fiscal impact to school division, annual audit plan, and regular reporting to school board.


Section 22.1-212.8, Code of Virginia (B.8)
PLACEMENT PLAN - A plan for the displacement of pupils, teachers, and other employees who will not attend or be employed in the public charter school, in instances of the conversion of an existing public school to a public charter school, and for the placement of public charter school pupils, teachers, and employees upon termination or revocation of the charter.

	State/Organization
	Current Law/Policy/Procedures

	California
	Description of the procedures to be used if the charter school closes.  Procedures must include attendance alternatives for students residing within the school district who choose not to attend charter schools. Also, there is a description of the rights of any employee of the school district upon leaving the employment of the district to work in a charter school, and of any rights of return to the school district after employment at a charter school.

	Colorado
	Not specifically addressed.

	District of Columbia
	Not specifically addressed.

	Georgia
	Not specifically addressed.

	Illinois
	Teachers previously employed by the local education agency (LEA) are granted a leave of absence from the LEA and must return to the LEA after the leave or resign at the end of the leave of absence.

	Massachusetts
	Not specifically addressed.

	Pennsylvania
	Not specifically addressed.

	Virginia School Boards Association
	Displacement plan should be realistic and address adequate transfer time for students and teachers.


Section 22.1-212.8, Code of Virginia (B.9)
DESCRIPTION OF MANAGEMENT AND OPERATION - A description of the management and operation of the public charter school, including the nature and extent of parental, professional educator, and community involvement in the management and operation of the public charter school.
	State/Organization
	Current Law/Policy/Procedures

	California
	Governance:  Must be addressed in petition.  Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) requires school to be operated as or by a nonprofit public benefit corporation organized in accordance with California Code.  Governing Board adopts policies and procedures to guide the operation of the school.  Services Provided:  Not specifically listed.  Scope and sequence for all subjects to be offered by the school required by the MOU.

	Colorado
	Governance:  Application must address proposed bylaws.  Services Provided:  Schools with students who quality for free and reduced lunch are encouraged to offer a lunch program.  State law does not require a charter school to provide transportation or food services.

	District of Columbia
	Governance:  Business plan must include a profile of founding group, board of directors, governance policies, and administrative structure.  Services Provided:  Must meet DC and federal requirements for health and safety, Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), fire codes, student records, compulsory attendance, the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

	Georgia
	Governance:  Governing board subject to local board control.  Applicant must provide a description of the functions, duties, role, and composition of governing board.  Applicant must also address potential conflicts of interests, financial stability, conflict resolution, and contracts for services of an educational management agency.  Services Provided:  Description of whether school will provide food services and transportation and, if so, a description of the program must be provided.   If transportation is not provided, there needs to be a description of how this will not be a barrier to attendance by eligible students.  There must be a description of whether the school will be operated by an education management organization.

	Illinois
	Governance:  Nonprofit, nonsectarian, board of directors or other body identified in the charter, subject to open records and open meetings law.  School may contract with a state college or public community college or other public or for-profit or nonprofit private entity to carryout terms of charter.  There must be a description of the nature and extent of parental, professional educator and community involvement in the governance and operation of the school.  Services Provided:  There must be a plan to meet the transportation needs of the pupils and a plan addressing the transportation needs of low-income and at-risk pupils.  School may negotiate for other services with local school district (maintenance, media services, libraries, food services, etc.)


	Massachusetts
	Governance:  Description of leadership structure, bylaws, and Board of Trustees.  Services Provided:  Submission of a school health plan and nutrition services plan.

	Pennsylvania
	Governance:  Application must address a proposed management organization and the roles and responsibilities of Board of Trustees.  Services Provided:  Description of food service plan that addresses free and reduced lunch.  Description of school health services plan.

	Virginia School Boards Association
	Management structure should be consistent with mission, goals and objectives.


Section 22.1-212.8, Code of Virginia (B.10)
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT - An explanation of the relationship that will exist between the proposed public charter school and its employees, including evidence that the terms and conditions of employment have been addressed with affected employees.

	State/Organization
	Current Law/Policy/Procedures

	California
	Teachers of core and college preparatory courses must hold state credentials; schools have flexibility with regard to noncore, nonpreparatory courses.  Provisions for employee coverage under the State Teachers Retirement System, Public Employee Retirement System, or Social Security.

	Colorado
	Application must include standards for staff qualifications and a plan for evaluation.

	District of Columbia
	Charter school plan provides for the identification of leadership roles, qualifications for staff, staffing plan, employment policies, and use of volunteers.

	Georgia
	Description of the school’s employment and grievance procedures and policies.  Description of how and by whom the principal’s performance will be appraised.  Indication of whether state certification is required, and if not, then there needs to be a description of the training and experience required.  Description of whether the state schedule is used and procedures used to ensure fingerprinting and background checks of employees.  

	Illinois
	Charter school subject to Illinois Educational Labor Relations Act and exempt from most other laws and regulations in the School Code governing public schools, special provisions when converting an existing public school into a charter, other provisions for charters in districts in cities with populations of more than 500,000.  Charter school may employ nonlicensed instructional personnel.

	Massachusetts
	Application contains assurances of criminal records checks and a summary of teacher qualifications.  There must also be information on evaluation systems and professional development.

	Pennsylvania
	Application includes standards for staff performance and evaluations and a description of professional development opportunities.

	Virginia School Boards Association
	Plan should address commitment to professional development, state and federal criminal background checks, and appropriate evaluation process.


Section 22.1-212.8, Code of Virginia (B.11)
INSURANCE/LEGAL LIABILITY - An agreement between the parties regarding their respective legal liability and applicable insurance coverage.
	State/Organization
	Current Law/Policy/Procedures

	California
	The petitioner must provide information regarding potential civil liability effects, if any, upon the school and school district.  State law provides that a charter authorizing entity is not liable for the debts or obligations of the charter, or legal claims arising from the performance of acts, errors or omissions by a charter school operated as or by a nonprofit public benefit corporation.

	Colorado
	Application must describe the types of insurance to be procured and the fiscal impact.

	District of Columbia
	Charter school must address minimum levels of liability plus workman’s compensation and property insurance.

	Georgia
	Description of the school’s insurance coverage, including the terms, conditions, and coverage amounts.

	Illinois
	Charter school must follow Local Governmental and Governmental Employees Tort Immunity Act and General Not-for-Profit Corporation Act regarding indemnification of officers, directors, employees and agents.

	Massachusetts
	Application must include the submission of evidence of insurance coverage.

	Pennsylvania
	Application must include a description of insurance coverage plans (health, general liability).

	Virginia School Boards Association
	Applicant addresses the indemnification of the school division and school board and application demonstrates that charter school is insurable and addresses the level of insurance to be obtained.  


Section 22.1-212.8, Code of Virginia (B.12)
TRANSPORTATION - A description of how the public charter school plans to meet the transportation needs of its pupils.

	State/Organization
	Current Law/Policy/Procedures

	California
	Not specifically addressed.

	Colorado
	Application includes a transportation plan for low-income and low achieving students.  (A charter school may choose not to provide any transportation or food services or may choose to negotiate with a school district…)

	District of Columbia
	Application should address transportation, including special circumstances that may enhance or impair the ability to provide services as well as any unusual approaches for meeting requirement.

	Georgia
	Description of whether school will provide transportation and, if so, a description of the program is provided.  If transportation is not provided, there needs to be a description of how this will not be a barrier to attendance by eligible students.

	Illinois
	Inclusion of a plan to meet the transportation needs of the pupils and a plan addressing the transportation needs of low-income and at-risk pupils.

	Massachusetts
	Application includes a transportation plan for low-income and low achieving students.

	Pennsylvania
	Application includes a description of a transportation program.  State law provides that students who live within boundaries of the school not to exceed 10 miles are provided with free transportation.

	Virginia School Boards Association
	Transportation plan has equal access for all students in division.


Section 22.1-212.8, Code of Virginia (B.13)
ASSURANCES - Assurances that the public charter school (i) is nonreligious in its programs, admission policies, employment practices, and all other operations and (ii) does not charge tuition.
	State/Organization
	Current Law/Policy/Procedures

	California
	State law provides that a charter school shall be nonsectarian in its programs, admissions policies, employment practices, and all other operations, shall not charge tuition, and shall not discriminate against any pupil on the basis of characteristics included in the law.

	Colorado
	State law provides that a charter school cannot charge tuition and shall not discriminate on the basis of disability, race, creed, color, gender, national origin, religion, ancestry, or need for special education services.   School must be nonsectarian and nonreligious in nature.

	District of Columbia
	Charter schools cannot charge tuition, teach religion, or discriminate in admissions.  Employment practices must comport with the DC School Reform Act.

	Georgia
	There must be assurances that the proposed charter school programs, services, and activities will operate in accordance with the terms of the charter and all applicable federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations.

	Illinois
	State law provides that a charter school “shall be a public, nonsectarian, nonreligious, non‑home based, and non‑profit..”   Governing body is subject to open records and open meetings law.  A charter school may not charge tuition.

	Massachusetts
	State law provides that a charter school cannot charge tuition.   State law prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, creed, sex, ethnicity, sexual orientation, mental or physical disability, age, ancestry, athletic performance, special need, or proficiency in the English language, and academic achievement

	Pennsylvania
	A charter school may not discriminate in its admission policies or practices on the basis of intellectual ability or athletic ability, measures of achievement or aptitude, status as a person with a disability, proficiency in the English language or any other basis.…  School district invoiced for cost of education.

	Virginia School Boards Association
	Applicant committed to establishing a nonsectarian school.  Applicant agrees not to charge tuition.


Section 22.1-212.8, Code of Virginia (B.14)
DESCRIPTION OF RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES (if applicable) - In the case of a residential charter school for at-risk students, a description of (i) the residential program, facilities, and staffing; (ii) any parental education and after-care initiatives; (iii) the funding sources for the residential and other services provided; and (iv) any counseling or other social services to be provided and their coordination with any current state or local initiatives.
	State/Organization
	Current Law/Policy/Procedures

	California
	Not specifically addressed.

	Colorado
	Not specifically addressed.

	District of Columbia
	Description of where the school will be housed when it opens, and the terms of the

tenancy. There must be a Letter of Intent indicating the terms and conditions of the proposed lease. Description of the arrangements that have and will be made to secure an occupancy permit. There must be plans for the financing and maintenance of the facility.

	Georgia
	Not specifically addressed.

	Illinois
	Not specifically addressed.

	Massachusetts
	Not specifically addressed – although regulations do reference charter schools with a residential component.

	Pennsylvania
	Not specifically addressed.

	Virginia School Boards Association
	Description of services as outlined in Virginia law.


Section 22.1-212.8, Code of Virginia (B.16)
DISCLOSURE OF ANY OWNERSHIP OR FINANCIAL INTEREST IN THE SCHOOL - Disclosure of any ownership or financial interest in the public charter school, by the charter applicant and the governing body, administrators, and other personnel of the proposed public charter school, and a requirement that the successful applicant and the governing body, administrators, and other personnel of the public charter school shall have a continuing duty to disclose such interests during the term of any charter.
	State/Organization
	Current Law/Policy/Procedures

	California
	Not specifically addressed.

	Colorado
	Not specifically addressed.

	District of Columbia
	Charter school must address:  1) the rules and policies for governance and operation of the public charter school and bylaws; 2) a Code of Ethics and Conflict of Interest Statement (specific form required) and; 3) a background check.

	Georgia
	Not specifically addressed.

	Illinois
	Not specifically addressed.

	Massachusetts
	Members of boards of trustees of charter schools “shall file a disclosure annually with the state ethics commission, the department of education, and the city or town clerk wherein such charter school is located.”

	Pennsylvania
	Members of the Board of Trustees of a charter school are subject to the provisions of Pennsylvania’s Ethics Act and are required to file Statements of Financial Interest & Code of Conduct.

	Virginia School Boards Association
	Description of how applicant and members of management committee will disclose any ownership or financial conflicts of interest.


OTHER ELEMENTS (Not in the Code of Virginia):
	WAIVERS

	
State/Organization
	Current Law/Policy/Procedures

	California
	Charter schools exempt from California State laws governing school districts except where specifically imposed by state code.  Not exempt from federal laws.

	Colorado
	Application includes a list of state laws or rules to be waived with a rationale.

	District of Columbia
	Charter school must indicate special circumstances if unable to satisfy requirements of DC and federal law or have unusual approach to meeting requirements.

	Georgia
	Indication as to whether the school will use a broad waiver provision, and if so, examples must be provided as to how they will be implemented to meet or exceed the performance-based goals and to increase student achievement. If the school will not use this broad flexibility, then there needs to be a list of the specific waivers requested and justification included for each. Specific laws and rules cannot be waived.

	Illinois
	State law indicated that the charter school may not be released from the State goals, standards, and assessments.

	Massachusetts
	Not specifically addressed.

	Pennsylvania
	Not specifically addressed.

	Virginia School Boards Association
	Examination of need for waivers from state regulation.


	FACILITY INFORMATION

	
State/Organization
	Current Law/Policy/Procedures

	California
	 School districts are required to provide district facilities to each charter school operating within the district for in-district students.  State law requires petitioners to provide a description of the facilities to be used, including where the school intends to locate.  

	Colorado
	Application includes information on the proposed facility, including compliance with the federal Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and provisions for rent, utilities, and maintenance.

	District of Columbia
	Applicant must address site identification, site renovation, financing plans, and maintenance.


	FACILITY INFORMATION

	
State/Organization
	Current Law/Policy/Procedures

	Georgia
	There must be an indication of whether the building is new or existing. Description of any modifications is needed. Documentation of ownership or lease must be provided.

There must be a certificate of occupancy or a timeline for obtaining one prior to building occupation. There must be a school emergency plan or a timeline for developing one.

	Illinois
	Charter school must identify physical location and if facility not acquired or rented when application is submitted, there must be at least two sites potentially available.

	Massachusetts
	Application must include Information regarding an ADA plan and building inspection.

	Pennsylvania
	Application must include Information on the proposed facility, including ADA, HVAC, and water supply.

	Virginia School Boards Association
	Examination of whether facility meets state building code and ADA requirements. 


	STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT

	
State/Organization
	Current Law/Policy/Procedures

	California
	School must describe suspension and expulsion procedures in its charter.  Description of school philosophy and role of administrators in discipline and mentoring.

	Colorado
	Application must include a plan for developing policies dealing with expulsion, dismissal, or suspension.

	District of Columbia
	Inclusion of philosophy regarding behavior, discipline and participation in school activities.  Identification of the role of teachers, administrators and the school staff in monitoring student behavior, advising students and other activities associated with orderly schools. 

	Georgia
	Description of rules and procedures governing student discipline including code of conduct and due process procedures.

	Illinois
	Charter school must follow state law governing student discipline.

	Massachusetts
	Application must include the submission of a code of conduct for review and approval.

	Pennsylvania
	Applications must include rules and guidelines for student behavior, expulsion and suspension policies.

	Virginia School Boards Association
	Not specifically addressed.
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