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ART 7
GRADE 7

Counselors are available to assist parents and students with course selections and career planning.
Parents may arrange to meet with the counselor by calling the school’s guidance department.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This nine-week course focuses on the study of concepts and ideas that make connections between art
and life through the disciplines of aesthetics, art criticism, art history, and art production. Studio skill
development is emphasized in drawing, painting, printmaking, ceramics and crafts. Students will
examine world cultures through contemporary and historical art.

PREREQUISITE
None

OPTIONS FOR NEXT COURSE
Art 8

REQUIRED STUDENT TEXTBOOK
ART: A Community Connection, 2001, Eldon Katter and Marilyn G. Stewart
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THE KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS, AND ATTITUDES THAT COMPRISE THE ART 7 COURSE ARE
SUMMARIZED AS FOLLOWS FROM THE PRESCRIBED CURRICULUM:

TOPICS OF STUDY
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AESTHETICS
What Are the Big Issues About Art?

Students will discuss the criteria which
determines if something is art.

Students will investigate the purposes of art.
Students will understand that artworks acquire
meaning and value from multiple sources.
Students will examine criteria for judging the
quality of artwork.

ART CRITICISM
How Do We Respond to Works of Art?

Students will understand the use of personal and
contextual information for interpretation.
Students will understand how individual parts
unify the meaning of the whole when
interpreting the artwork.

Students will use multiple forms of expression
such as writing, verbal, and performance to
interpret artworks.

Students will use a variety of interpretive
approaches such as biographical, historical, or
contextual to interpret artworks.

Students will interpret artwork for symbolic or
metaphorical meaning.
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ART HISTORY

How Does Art Relate to history and culture?

Students will interpret artwork for symbolic or
metaphorical meaning.

Students will use artworks as a primary source
of historical and cultural understanding.

ART PRODUCTION
How and Why Do We Make Art?

Students will explore and experiment with
various media and techniques when expressing
ideas.

Students will use technology for researching and
expressing ideas.

Students will create artwork based on prior
experiences and new knowledge.

Students will incorporate knowledge from
subject areas other than art to produce artwork.
Students will use problem-solving strategies to
express ideas and themes in art production.
Students will use artworks as a primary source
of historical and cultural understanding.
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Mission Statement
The Virginia Beach City Public Schools, in partnership with the entire community, will empower every student to become
a life-long learner who is a responsible, productive and engaged citizen within the global community.

Dr. James G. Merrill, Superintendent

DEPARTMENT OF CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION
2512 George Mason Drive ¢ P. O. Box 6038 « Virginia Beach, Virginia 23456-0038

Virginia Beach City Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in
Its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. School Board policies and supporting
regulation (Policies 2-33, 4-4, 5-7, and 6-7 and Regulation 5-44.1) provide equal access to courses, programs, counseling services, physical education
and athletics, vocational education, instructional materials, and extracurricular activities. The following staff are designated to handle inquiries
regarding the non-discrimination policies: Director of Guidance Services at (757) 263-1980 or to the Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources
at (757) 263-1133.

For further information on notice of non-discrimination, visit http://wdcrobcolp01.ed.gov/CFAPPS/OCR/contactus.cfm
for the address and phone number of the office that serves your area, or call 1-800-421-3481.

Alternative formats of this publication which may include taped, Braille, or large print materials are available upon request for
individuals with disabilities. Call or write The Department of Curriculum and Instruction,
Virginia Beach City Public Schools, 2512 George Mason Drive, P.O. Box 6038, Virginia Beach, VA 23456-0038.
Telephone (757) 263-1070 or (757) 263-1429; fax (757) 263-1424; TDD (757) 263-1240

Visit our website at vbschools.com -
your virtual link to Hampton Roads’ largest school system

No part of this publication may be produced or shared in any form without giving specific credit to
Virginia Beach City Public Schools.
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