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Preface  
  
The purpose of these guidelines and curriculum is to keep students safe and to prevent gun 

accidents by providing simple steps to follow if they should encounter a gun at home, school or in the 
community.   This curriculum is based on the premise that all community members want to protect 
students from unintentional gun accidents, injuries or deaths.   The rules and principles of firearm safety 
and accident prevention are the basis for the development of the curriculum and guidelines.   

 
The Board of Education adopted the Elementary School Gun Safety Guidelines and Curriculum 

according to § 22.1-204.1 of the Code of Virginia, Firearm safety education program:   
 

Local school boards may provide firearm safety education programs for students in 
the elementary school grades.  To assist local school boards electing to provide 
firearm safety education programs, the Board of Education shall establish curriculum 
guidelines for a standardized program of firearm safety education for the elementary 
school grades to promote the protection and safety of children enrolled in the public 
schools. The curriculum guidelines shall incorporate principles of firearm safety, 
accident prevention and the rules of the National Rifle Associationõs Eddie Eagle 
Gunsafe Program.  Local school boards choosing to offer an elementary gun safety 
program must comply with the Board of Education guidelines and integrate the 
instruction in appropriate subject areas and, if feasible, ensure that every elementary 
school student receives instruction in firearm safety education.    

 
  Guns are very rarely brought into schools.   Gun accidents occur most often in the community 
or in the home of students.  It is important for parents to be aware and informed of these lessons.  
Therefore, a sample parent notification regarding the gun safety lessons is included in the Appendix A.  
The guidelines also provide resources on precautionary steps for minimizing the possibility of a gun 
accident and encourages parents to discuss gun safety with their children.   
 

The Elementary School Gun Safety Guidelines and Curriculum provides background 
information on gun use and consequences from the misuse of guns in our country and in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia.  This information is intended to enhance the instructorõs understanding of 
the context for facilitating the curriculum lessons.   
 

Each lesson is complete with background information, lesson guidelines and plans, suggested 
scripts for teachers with discussion points, and student materials.  Lessons are aligned with specific 
Virginia Standards of Learning for each grade.  Instructors are provided general suggestions for using 
òteachable momentó opportunities.   These may include expanding studentsõ understanding of the 
difference and similarities between real and toy guns, unintended consequences, and an introduction 
to the student code of conduct and gun offenses.  School divisions should develop procedures for 
instructors to assist students who may disclose sensitive information during the lesson.   
 

The curriculum is designed as single units of instruction for each grade.  In addition to what to 
do if a student were to find a gun, the kindergarten through second-grade lessons assist students in 
recognizing professionals who use guns for safety reasons and individuals who safely use guns for 
sporting activities.  The third- through fifth-grade lessons continue to focus on what to do if a student 
were to find a gun.  The consequences of gun violence and personal responsibility for gun safety in the 
community are introduced.  In each lesson the character òFinnigan the Foxó is present as the safety 
mascot.  This character is used to reinforce the message that if a student sees a gun: òLeave it Alone; 
Leave the Area; and Let an Adult Know.ó  



 

ii  
 

Background Information  
Youth violence has an impact on a community in a number of ways.  When an act of violence 

occurs and involves a young person, whether as a victim, aggressor, or witness, there are life-changing 
consequences.   The impact of an event may affect the youth in physical and emotional ways.  The 
impact on the community can include medical costs and fear and discomfort.  According to the 
Virginia Department of Health, Division of Prevention and Health Promotion Web site:  
 

Childhood unintentional shooting deaths occur more frequently in or around the 
home of a friend or relative. While Virginians have the right to own guns, they 
have the responsibility to store those guns safely and out of children's reach.  
According to the 2002 Virginia Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance Survey, 
approximately 38 percent of Virginians keep firearms in or around their homes; and 
1 in 6 are unlocked and loaded.  
 
An even larger number of children are hurt by nonfatal gun-related injuries.   
Although gun- related injuries peak in adolescence, they can affect infants and 
younger children too.  Younger children are most likely injured, either shooting 
oneõs self or a playmate, after finding a gun in a home and playing with it, not 
realizing that the gun is real or that it is loaded. 

 

       Many individuals within a community carry guns.  Students need to understand which 
community members may publicly carry guns.  The Code of Virginia at § 18.2-308 states that those 
who can carry a gun for their occupation or recreation include law-enforcement officers, licensed 
security guards, and military personnel in the performance of their lawful duties, or any person having 
a valid concealed handgun permit or any person engaged in lawful hunting or lawful recreational 
shooting activities at an established shooting range or shooting contest. 

 
  Many gun incidents are accidents and can be prevented by knowledge and practice of gun 
safety behaviors.  This background information provides the context from which instructors should 
teach this material.  
 
Handling Sensitive Student Disclosures 

Teachers should be aware that gun safety discussions may elicit an emotional response in 
students.  Responses may include a student sharing how many guns his/her parent has in their home, 
that someone they know was a victim of gun violence, or even that they have witnessed gun violence.  
Each school division needs to develop protocols and procedures that enfold community culture and 
norms to address sensitive student disclosures.  The protocol should include guidance for responding 
to a studentõs disclosure in the classroom.  Consulting with a school counselor, social worker, 
psychologist, student assistance specialist or principal should be included in the protocol.   Instructors 
should be aware of any recent community events involving guns or violence when teaching the 
lessons.  
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Kindergarten Lesson Profile  
 

Students will learn to identify individuals in the community who safely carry guns as a part 
of their job.  Activity one entails discussing with students the duties of community helpers and 
why they would or would not carry a gun. The Code of Virginia § 18.2-308, personal protection; 
carrying concealed weapons; when lawful to carry, states that those who can carry a gun for 
their occupation or recreation include law-enforcement officers, licensed security guards, and 
military personnel in the performance of their lawful duties, or any person having a valid 
concealed handgun permit or to any person engaged in lawful hunting or lawful recreational 
shooting activities at an established shooting range or shooting contest.  
 

In activity two, a story will highlight the three gun safety rules:  leave it alone; leave the 
area; let an adult know.  The characters Kevin, Jimmy, Sarah, and Roscoe are friends and live in 
the same neighborhood.  They often play outside after school.  They find a gun in the bushes 
and have to decide what to do. This will help students learn three safety rules to use for making 
a good choice if a gun is discovered.   
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Kindergarten Lesson Objectives and 

Instructional Steps  
 

Objective One 
Students will learn to recognize community members who safely use guns. 
 
Objective Two 
Students will learn three safety rules for making a good choice when a gun is discovered. 

 

Instructional steps  
1. Students will be introduced to gun safety through a question and answer session.  The 

students will identify who they think uses guns in the community as a part of their jobs.  
 

2. Students will complete the òHelpers Who May Carry A Gunó activity.  This activity will help 
students through a guided practice of identifying community helpers who may carry a 
gun. The activity may be completed as a classroom or individual exercise by using the 
PowerPoint slide.  
 

3. Teachers will read òThe Bushes,ó a gun safety story, and discuss key points by asking the 
students what they would do if they found the gun. 
 

4. Students will be taught the three gun safety rules ð Leave It Alone.  Leave the Area. Let 
an Adult Know.   
 

5. At the closure of the lesson, students will repeat the safety rules aloud to assist in the 
memorization and application of the safety rules.  
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Kindergarten Lesson Guidelines and Plans  

Overview and Purpose 

Students will learn to recognize community members who 
safely use guns.  
  
Students will learn three safety rules for making a good choice 
if a gun is discovered. 

Standards of Learning Correlations 

English  

K.1; K.3 oral language 

 

 Teacher Guide Student Guide  

Objectives 

(Specify 

skills/information that 

will be learned.) 

Students will learn to 

recognize community 

members who safely use 

guns by circling them on 

an activity sheet. 

 

Students will learn three 
safety rules for making a 
good choice if a gun is 
discovered. 

Student will be able to (1)  
identify community helpers 
who carry a gun as part of 
their jobs;  (2) know what to 
do if they find a gun; and 
(3) identify who can help if 
a gun is discovered. 
 
Students will learn the three 

gun safety rules. 

Materials Needed 

Pencils 
Computer/LCD 
 

Activity Sheet 

 òHelpers Who May 
Carry a Gunó 

  

PowerPoint Slides 

 òHelpers Who May 
Carry A Gunó 

 òThe Bushesó  

 Finnegan the Fox 
Gun Safety Rules  

 

Parent Notification  
Appendix A  
 

Finnigan The Fox Poster 
Appendix B  

Information 

(Give and/or 

demonstrate 

necessary 

information.) 

 

Teachers will provide 

instruction on the gun 

safety rules and reinforce 

what to do if a gun is 

found. 

 

Teachers will provide 

instruction on individuals 

who use guns as a part of 

their jobs.  

Students will recognize 
community helpers who 
may carry guns. 
 
Students will listen to òThe 

Bushesó story and conclude 

the right choice to make if a 

gun is found. 

Verification 

(Steps to check for 

student 

understanding) 

Teachers may check for 

understanding through 

oral communication 

and/or completion of an 

activity sheet.  

Students will demonstrate 
mastery of the information 
through correct responses 
on the activity sheet.   
 
Students will recite the three 
gun safety rules. 

Other Resources 

 

Activity 

(Describe the 
independent activity 
to reinforce this 
lesson.) 

Teachers will inform 

parents about the gun 

safety lesson, three gun 

safety rules, and provide 

resources and information 

on gun safety 

precautions.  

Students will be instructed 
to share with parents the 
information learned in this 
lesson.   
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Kindergarten Teacher Suggested Script and 

Discussion Points  
 
Suggested Script for Teacher 

Today we are going to talk about gun safety.  Many people have jobs to keep us safe.  
These may include men or women who work in jobs such as police officers, security 
guards, park rangers or those in the military.  People in these jobs may carry guns while 
they are at work.  They only use guns in case of an emergency to protect themselves and 
others.  

 
Discussion Points 

Display the PowerPoint slide of òHelpers Who May Use A Gun.ó  You may ask, who are 
they and why do you think they carry a gun?  Examples of student answers may include: 

 To keep us safe 

 To make sure people are not mean to each other 

 To keep us safe from animals 

 
Suggested Script for Teacher  

Sometimes a gun gets lost or misplaced or we find it accidentally.  We are going to read 
the story òThe Bushes.ó  Itõs about children your age who find a gun and they do not 
know what to do.   While we read the story, think about what you would do. 

 
Discussion Points  

Present the PowerPoint slides of the story as it is read.  After reading the story, ask 
students what they think the children should do now.   Show the students the òFinnigan the Fox 
Gun Safety Rulesó PowerPoint slide and provide instruction to them on the three safety rules.  

 
Ask the students what they think the adult should do once Kevin, Jimmy, and Roscoe tell 

him or her about the gun.  Examples of student answers may include: 

 Do not touch the gun  

 Keep students away from the gun 

 Call the police 
 
Teachers may explain to the students the following steps adults should follow:  (1) 

reinforce the students for following òFinnigan the Fox Gun Safety Rules;ó  (2) ask the students to 
identify the location of the gun;  (3) make sure the children are safe; (4) do not touch the gun;  
(5) do not allow anyone else near the gun;  (6) call the local law enforcement authorities; and (7) 
do not leave the gun until it is properly secured by law enforcement authorities.   
 
Suggested Script for Teacher  

Finnigan the Fox wants all children to be safe.  So, Finnigan the Fox says if you see a gun     
Leave it Alone; Leave the Area; Let an Adult Know.  

  

Answers to Helpers Who May Use A Gun Activity - Police Officer, Park Ranger, and Military 
person.  
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(PowerPoint slide) 
Activity Sheet  

HELPERS WHO MAY USE A GUN  
   

 
 
Directions:    Circle the people that carry a gun as part of their job. 
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(PowerPoint slide)  
 

òTHE BUSHESó 
 

 
 

 

Kevin, Jimmy, Sarah, and Roscoe are playing in 

the park near their home. 
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 (PowerPoint slide)  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Jimmy wanders towards the bushes and spots 

what looks like a gun. 
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PowerPoint slide)  
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

He calls Kevin, Roscoe, and Sarah over to see 
the gun.  Sarah tells the boys, òI donõt want to 
see a gun unless a trusted adult is with me!ó  
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 (PowerPoint slide)  

 

 

 

 
 

 

The boys quickly run to Kevinõs Mom who is 

nearby and tell her they have found a gun.  

Kevinõs Mom tells the boys she is happy they 

followed òFinnigan the Fox Gun Safety Rules.ó  
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 (PowerPoint slide)  
 

GUN SAFETY RULES 
 
Finnigan the Fox says 

  

  LLEEAA VVEE  IITT  AA LLOONN EE  
 

  LLEEAA VVEE  TTHH EE  AA RREEAA           

  

  LLEETT  AA NN   AA DDUULLTT  KK NN OOWW     
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FIRST GRADE 

 

GUN SAFETY  

LESSON 
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First Grade Lesson Profile   
 

In activity one, students will explain why individuals in the community safely carry guns as 
part of their jobs.  Each person is in a job that requires that he or she carry a gun for protection.  
This protection is for the safety of other people.  The second activity focuses on people who 
should safely use guns in a sport.  
 

The Code of Virginia § 18.2-308, personal protection; carrying concealed weapons; when 
lawful to carry, states that those who can carry a gun for their occupation or recreation include 
law-enforcement officers, licensed security guards, and military personnel in the performance of 
their lawful duties, or any person having a valid concealed handgun permit or to any person 
engaged in lawful hunting or lawful recreational shooting activities at an established shooting 
range or shooting contest. 
 

In the safety story, òThe Box,ó Johnny and Mia are friends who are riding their bikes in the 
neighborhood.  Johnnyõs older brother, Fred, wants to show them what is in his backpack.  Fred 
takes a box out of his backpack, opens the box in front of Johnny and Mia, and displays a gun.   
They react to see the gun by seeking an adult.    
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First Grade Lesson Objectives and Instructional 

Steps  
 

Objective One  
Students will learn to recognize individuals who use guns for safety reasons and that individuals 
may learn to use guns safely in a sporting activity.   
 
Objective Two 
Students will learn three gun safety rules for making a good choice if a gun is discovered. 

 

Instructional steps  

1. Students will be introduced to gun safety through a question and answer session. 
 

2. The students will identify who they think uses guns in the community as a part of their 
jobs. 

 
3. Students will complete the following exercise: òPeople Who Use Guns to Protectó and 
òPeople Who Safely Use Guns in a Sport.ó The activities will reinforce recognition of 
community members who carry guns.  If completed as worksheet activities, students will 
identify these members by placing numbers and symbols in the boxes next to the 
characters on the activity sheets.   The activities may be completed as a classroom or 
individual exercise by using the PowerPoint slides.  

 
4. Teachers will read òThe Box,ó a gun safety story, and discuss key points by asking the 

students what they would do if they found the gun. 
 

5. Students will be taught the three gun safety rules ð Leave It Alone.  Leave the Area. Let 
an Adult Know.   

 
6. At the closure of the lesson, students will repeat the safety tips aloud to assist in the 

memorization and application of the safety tips. 
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First Grade Lesson Guidelines and Plans  
Overview and Purpose 
Students will learn and be able to recognize individuals who use 
guns for safety reasons and individuals who use guns safely in a 
sporting activity.  
  
Students will learn three safety rules for making a good choice when 
a gun is discovered. 

Standards of Learning Correlations 
English 

1.3al language 
1.7; 1.9 
 

  

 Teacher Guide Student Guide  

Objectives 

(Specify 
skills/information that 
will be learned.) 

Students will learn to 
recognize individuals 
who use guns for safety 
reasons and individuals 
who use guns safely in a 
sporting activity. 
 
Students will learn three 
gun safety rules for 
making a good choice if 
a gun is discovered. 

Student will:  
(1) identify community helpers 
who carry a gun as part of their 
jobs and that guns may be used 
for sporting activities; (2) know 
what to do if they find a gun; 
and (3) identify who can help if a 
gun is discovered. 

Materials Needed 

Pencil  
Computer/LCD 

 

Activity Sheets 

 òPeople Who Use 
Guns to Protectó 

 òPeople Who Safely 
Use Guns in a Sportó 

 

PowerPoint Slides 
 òPeople Who Use 

Guns to Protectó 
 òPeople Who Safely 

Use Guns in a Sportó 
 òThe Boxó Story 
 Finnigan the Fox Gun 

Safety Poster 
 

Parent Notification 

Appendix A  

 
Finnigan the Fox Poster 

Appendix B  

Information 

(Give and/or 
demonstrate 
necessary 
information.) 
 
 

Teachers will provide 
instruction on 
individuals who use 
guns as part of their jobs 
and individuals who 
safely use guns in 
sporting activities. 
 
Teachers will provide 
instruction on the safety 
rules and reinforce what 
to do when a gun is 
found. 

Students will recognize 
individuals who have been 
taught to safely use guns.   
 
Students will read a story òThe 
Box,ó and conclude the 
importance of making a good 
choice of a gun is discovered.  

Verification 

(Steps to check for 
student 
understanding) 
 

Teachers may check for 
understanding through 
oral communication 
and/or role play.    

Students will demonstrate 
mastery of the information 
through correct responses on 
activity sheets.  
 
Students will recite the three gun 
safety rules.  

Other Resources 

 

Activity 

(Describe the 

independent activity 

to reinforce this 

lesson.) 

Teachers will inform 
parents about the gun 
safety lesson and the 
three gun safety rules, 
and provide resources 
and information on gun 
safety.   

Students will be instructed to 
share with parents the 
information learned in this lesson.   
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First Grade Teacher Suggested Script 
and Discussion Points  
Suggested Script for Teacher 

Today we are going to talk about gun safety.  Many people have jobs that keep us 
safe.  This may include men or women who work as police officers, security guards, 
park rangers or those in the military.  People in these jobs may carry a gun while they 
are at work.  They only use the gun in case of an emergency to protect themselves 
and others.  

 
Discussion Points 

Display the PowerPoint slide of the police officer, security guard, park ranger, and 
military soldier.   Ask the students why these workers might carry a gun.  Examples of student 
answers may include: 

 To keep us safe 

 To make sure people are not mean to each other 

 To keep us safe from animals 
 
Suggested Script for Teacher 

Some people use guns in sporting events.  Guns may be used for hunting and 
shooting at a target.  Many people complete a gun safety class before using a gun.   

 

Discussion Points  
Display the PowerPoint slide of the hunter and individuals shooting at a target.  You 

may ask the students, òCan you think of other activities where a person might use a gun 
safely?ó  Examples of student answers may include: 

 Movies or television  

 War enactments 

 Video games 

 Hunting videos 

 Sport programs involving target shooting 

 Olympic shooting competitions 
 

Verifying Knowledge  
Pass out the activity sheets People Who Use Guns to Protect and People Who Safely 

Use Guns in a Sport, or use the PowerPoint slides to facilitate this as a class activity.  Instruct 
the children to identify the people in jobs who use guns to protect others by placing the 
correct number in the box next to the figure.   Then ask the students to place the correct 
shape in the box next to the people who use a gun safely in a sporting event. 
 

Suggested Script for Teacher  
Sometimes a gun is misplaced or we find it accidentally.  We are going to read the 
story òThe Box.ó  While we read the story, think about what you would do.  
 

Discussion Points  
Present the story by using the PowerPoint slides.  After reading the story ask the 

students: 
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 Did Mia and Johnny make the correct decision?   (Answer ð Yes) 

 Was it right or wrong for Fred to have the gun?    (Answer ð Wrong) 

 What was the right action for Fred to take?  (Answer ð Let an adult know he 
found a gun.)  
 

Provide instruction to the children on òFinnigan the Fox Safety Rulesó using the 
PowerPoint slide.  

Ask the students what they think the adult should do once Mia and Johnny told her 
about the gun.  Examples of student answers may include: 

 Find Fred.  

 Keep Mia and Johnny away from Fred and the gun. 

 Call the police.  
 
Teachers may explain to the students the following steps adults should follow:  (1) 

reinforce the students for following òFinnigan the Fox Gun Safety Rules;ó  (2) ask the students to 
identify the location of the gun;  (3) make sure the children are safe; (4) do not touch the gun;  
(5) do not allow anyone else near the gun;  (6)call the local law enforcement authorities; and (7) 
do not leave the gun until it is properly secured by law enforcement authorities.   
 

Suggested Script for Teacher  
Finnigan the Fox wants all children to be safe.  So, Finnigan the Fox says if you see a gun,     
Leave it Alone; Leave the Area; Let an Adult Know.  
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 (PowerPoint slide) 
Activity Sheet  

 

PEOPLE WHO USE GUNS TO PROTECT  
 
Directions 
Put a 1 in the box by the picture of the Security Guard. 
   
Put a 2 in the box by the picture of the Police Officer. 
 
Put a 3 in the box by the picture of the Park Ranger.  
 
Put a 4 in the box by the picture of the Soldier.    
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(PowerPoint slide) 

Activity Sheet  

 
 

PEOPLE WHO SAFELY USE GUNS IN A SPORT  
Directions 
 
Put an O in the box by the picture of the person target shooting.  
   
Put an X in the box by the picture of the person hunting. 
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 (PowerPoint slide) 

THE BOX  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Johnny and Mia are riding bikes in their 

neighborhood.   
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(PowerPoint slide) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Johnnyõs older brother, Fred, rides towards 
them.  Fred asks them if they want to see 
something.  
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(PowerPoint Slide) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children get off their bikes.  Fred opens his 

backpack and takes out a box.  He removes the 

lid off the box, and there is a gun!   
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(PowerPoint Slide) 
 

 
 

 

 

Mia tells Johnny they should  leave the gun 

alone and not touch it.  The children decide to 

leave and go tell an adult.   
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PowerPoint Slide) 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Mia remembers learning in school when 
someone has a gun to: Leave it Alone!  Leave 
the Area!  Let an Adult Know! 
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(PowerPoint slide) 
 
 

GUN SAFETY RULES 
 
Finnigan the Fox says 

  

  LLEEAA VVEE  IITT  AA LLOONN EE  
 

  LLEEAA VVEE  TTHH EE  AA RREEAA           

  

  LLEETT  AA NN   AA DDUULLTT  KK NN OOWW         



 

26 
 

 

SECOND GRADE  
   

  GUN SAFETY  
LESSON 
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Second Grade Lesson Profile    
                 

In activity one, students will explain the job each person has and why they may carry a 
gun.     Students need to learn which community helpers may legally carry guns as a part of their 
jobs.   The second activity reinforces the reason why certain jobs require guns. 

 
According to the Code of Virginia § 18.2-308, personal protection; carrying concealed 

weapons; when lawful to carry states that those who carry a gun for their occupation or 
recreation may include law-enforcement officers, licensed security guards, and military personnel 
in the performance of their lawful duties, or any person having a valid concealed handgun 
permit or any person engaged in lawful hunting or lawful recreational shooting activities at an 
established shooting range or shooting contest.  
 

The students will read òAndrewõs Big Surprise,ó a gun safety story, and through a 
sequence of events conclude the importance of making a good choice if a gun is found.  In the 
story, Seanõs mom invites Seanõs friends Antonio and Andrew over after school to play.  Andrew 
is surprised to find a gun in Seanõs parentõs closet and must decide what to do next. The story 
events will help students learn the three gun safety rules:  Leave It Alone, Leave the Area, Let an 
Adult Know. 
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Second Grade Lesson Objectives and 

Instructional Steps  

                                        

Objective One  
Students will learn why certain community helpers need to carry guns as part of 
 their roles in the community. 
 
Objective Two 
Students will learn the difference between safe and unsafe situations if a gun  
is discovered. 
 

 

1. Students will review the pictures of individuals who use guns from the PowerPoint 
slide and discuss why these people need guns for their jobs. 

 
2. Each student will complete the multiple-choice activity from the PowerPoint slide 

òCarrying Guns is a Part of Their Jobs.ó  Then review and discuss the answers.  This activity can 
also be done in small groups. 

 
3. Students will read aloud the story of Andrewõs Big Surprise from the PowerPoint slide.  

Teachers may assign the characters in the story to a small group of students to play act.   
 
4. Students will complete the discussion questions from the PowerPoint slide for 

Andrewõs Big Surprise.   Teachers will check for understanding of the material. 
 
5. At the conclusion of the lesson, students will recite the rules for gun safety: Leave it 

Alone; Leave the Area; Let an Adult Know. 
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Second Grade Lesson Guidelines and Plans  
Overview and Purpose 
Acquaint students with the rules of gun safety.  
Student will be able to: (1) identify community helpers who carry a gun as part of 
their jobs; (2) know what to do if they find a gun; and (3) identify who can help if a 
gun is discovered. 

Standards of Learning 
Correlations 
English 
2.2 oral language 
2.8 reading 
 

 Teacher Guide Student Guide  

Objectives 

(Specify 
skills/information that 
will be learned.) 

Students will learn why 
certain community 
helpers need to carry 
guns as a part of their 
roles in the community. 
 
Students will learn the 
difference between safe 
and unsafe situations 
when a gun is 
discovered. 

Student will:  
(1) identify community helpers 
that carry a gun as part of their 
jobs; (2) know what to do if they 
find a gun; and (3) identify who 
can help if a gun is discovered. 

Materials Needed 

Pencil  
Computer/LCD 

 

Activity Sheets 

 òWhy Do These 
People Carry A 
Gun?ó 

 òCarrying Guns is a 
Part of Their Jobsó 

 

PowerPoint Slides 
 òAndrewõs Big 

Surpriseó Story 
 Finnigan the Fox Gun 

Safety Poster 
 

Parent Notification 

Appendix A  

 
Finnigan the Fox Poster 

Appendix B  

Information 

(Give and/or 
demonstrate 
necessary 
information.) 
 
 

Teachers will provide 
instruction on gun safety 
rules.    
 
Teachers will guide 
students through a story 
and discussion 
questions. 

Students will recognize 
individuals who should use guns 
safely.   
 
Students will read a story, and 
the rules for making a good 
decision if a gun is found, and 
conclude the right choice to 
make if a gun is discovered.  

Verification 

(Steps to check for 
student 
understanding) 
 

Teachers may check for 
understanding through 
presentation of 
information from 
discussion groups.    

Students will be able to 
determine what to do if they find 
a gun and identify who can help 
if a gun is discovered. 
 
Students will demonstrate 
mastery of the information 
through correct responses on 
activity sheets. 

Other Resources 

 

Activity 

(Describe the 

independent activity 

to reinforce this 

lesson.) 

Teachers will inform 
parents about the gun 
safety lesson and the 
three gun safety rules, 
and provide resources 
and information on gun 
safety precautions.   

Students will be instructed to 
share with parents the 
information learned in this lesson.   
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Secon d Grade Teacher Suggested Script and 
Discussion Points  
 

Suggested Script for Teacher 
Today we are going to talk about gun safety.  We may see guns being carried or used in 
many different ways.  You may see them on police officers; you may see them on 
television or in a movie, or even in a sporting event.  You may even see a misplaced gun. 

 

Discussion Points  
 Discuss with the children different ways they may have seen someone using or carrying a 
gun.  Some of the studentsõ answers may include: 

 Actors in movies or on television 

 A video game  

 A child may observe a parent or another adult hunting  

 War enactments 

 Hunting videos 

 Sport programs involving target shooting 

 Olympic shooting competitions 
 

Verify Knowledge 
 Display òWhy Do These People Carry a Gun?ó and òCarrying Guns is a Part of Their Jobsó 
PowerPoint slides.  Use the slides as activity sheets.   Conduct a discussion to check for 
understanding of the reasons guns are used by specific community helpers.    

 
 

 

Discussion Points 
 Display the PowerPoint slides for the story òAndrewõs Big Surpriseó and discussion 
questions.  Check for the studentsõ understanding of what to do and who to go to for help if 
they were to find a gun.  

 
Suggested Script for Teacher 

Sometimes a child may find a gun, have a parent who is hunting, or know someone who 
has a gun in his or her home.  Letõs talk about some rules to follow if you find a gun or if 
someone shows you a gun.  

 

Discussion Points 
 Ask the children what they think some gun safety rules should be.  List them on a chart 
and discuss everyoneõs answer.    Display òGun Safety Rules and Extra Precautionsó PowerPoint 
slide and compare with the studentsõ list.  Bring attention to the ones they did not list and discuss. 
 
Suggested Script for Teacher 

Finnigan the Fox wants all children to be safe.  So, Finnigan the Fox says if you see a gun, 
Leave it Alone; Leave the Area; Let an Adult know.       

Answers to òCarrying Guns is a Part of Their Jobs:ó  1) A,  2) B,  3) C. 

Answers to òAndrewõs Big Surpriseó discussion questions:  1) Leave it alone,  2) Leave the area, 3) 
Let an adult know, 4) Leave it alone; leave the area; let an adult know.  
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 (PowerPoint slide) 

Activity Sheet  

WHY DO THESE PEOPLE CARRY A GUN?  
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(PowerPoint slide) 
Activity Sheet  

 

CARRYING GUNS IS A PART OF THEIR JOBS  
 
Directions 
 
Circle the answer you think is correct.  

 

1. Why would a Park Ranger carry a gun at work?  
 
A.    To protect people from danger.  

 
B. To show the gun to park visitors.  

 
C.   To build a tree house.  
 
 

2. Why does a Police Officer need to carry a gun?  
 
A.    To show people in the community.  

 

B. To protect the community against dangerous people.  
 

C. To make sure he/she is not late for work.  
 
 
 

3. Why do Soldiers need to carry guns?  
 
A.    To go hunting for wild animals.  

 
B. To help them travel farther.  

 
C. To help protect our country and our freedoms.  
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                  (PowerPoint slide) 

 

ANDREWõS BIG SURPRISE 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sean has invited his friends Andrew and 
Antonio to come to his house after school to 
play. 
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 (PowerPoint slide) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

When the boys arrive at the house, Seanõs 
mother is busy outside watering the new 
flowers in the yard. 
  


















































































