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Web-based Administrative System for the Virginia 
Assessment Program

•• Pearson AccessPearson Access
–– Single webSingle web--based portal for all state assessment activitiesbased portal for all state assessment activities

•• Used forUsed for
–– Identifying which students will test using paper/pencil and Identifying which students will test using paper/pencil and 

which will test onlinewhich will test online
–– Ordering additional paper/pencil test materialsOrdering additional paper/pencil test materials
–– Managing student demographic dataManaging student demographic data
–– Scheduling and monitoring online test sessionsScheduling and monitoring online test sessions
–– Entering scores for the Virginia Alternate Assessment Entering scores for the Virginia Alternate Assessment 

Program and the Virginia Grade Level AlternativeProgram and the Virginia Grade Level Alternative
–– Tracking shipments of materialsTracking shipments of materials



PearsonAccess:   A secure portal for administering 
Virginia’s assessment program



Student Data Student Data 
-- All students are assigned a unique State Testing Identifier All students are assigned a unique State Testing Identifier 
(STI) when enrolled in a Virginia school(STI) when enrolled in a Virginia school

-- All student records with STI are maintained in  All student records with STI are maintained in  
PearsonAccessPearsonAccess



Student Data:Student Data:
A required matching process with STI and other A required matching process with STI and other 
student information ensures all test records are student information ensures all test records are 
associated with the correct student recordassociated with the correct student record



Test Setup
- Fall, Spring, or Summer
- Writing, Non-Writing, or VGLA, VAAP, and VSEP



Test Setup

- Three years of test 
administration data  
are maintained and 
available at all times



Participation Counts:
Divisions indicate the quantity and types of tests to be 
administered at each school



Tracking Test Materials:
Orders from Pearson and Shipments to Pearson



Tracking Test Materials:
Orders from Pearson and Shipments to Pearson



Tracking Test Materials:
Orders from Pearson and Shipments to Pearson



Test Management: 
Includes management of SOL tests (paper/pencil 
& online), VGLA,  VAAP, and VSEP



Test Management: 
- Identify specific students to be tested
- Can be done manually or electronically by file 
upload



Test Management: 
- Indicate specific tests to be completed
- Identify the format (paper or online)
- Can be done manually or electronically



Test Management: 

- All data managed 
electronically in 
PearsonAccess

- Fields no longer 
visible to students

- Improved data 
management and 
accuracy



Test 
Management:

- Previously 
data was coded 
on each answer 
document

- All coding had 
to be completed 
prior to shipping 
answer 
documents for 
scoring



Test Scores: 
- Used for entry of VGLA and VAAP scores by 
divisions

- Can be done manually or electronically by file 
upload



Test Scores: 
- Example of score entry for VGLA Grade 8 
Mathematics



Test Results
- Score reports for all assessments 

(SOL, VGLA, VAAP, VSEP)



On Demand 
Reports

- Available 
for online 
SOL tests 
only

- Sample 
individual 
student 
performance 
report



Published Reports
- Reports and data files available for all assessments
- Divisions can view, print, and/or save reports and 
data files



Published Reports
- Sample student performance report



Published 
Reports

- Divisions 
may request 
that printed 
copies of 
reports be 
prepared and 
delivered



Division of Student Assessment and School Improvement 

Virginia Board of Education Meeting, April 2009

Additional Uses of Pearson Access

•• Accessing student, school, and division score Accessing student, school, and division score 
reports and data filesreports and data files

•• Verifying accuracy of student demographic data Verifying accuracy of student demographic data 
and making record changes as neededand making record changes as needed

•• Certifying that student data is correct and Certifying that student data is correct and 
authorizing the preparation of official summariesauthorizing the preparation of official summaries

•• Ordering printed score reportsOrdering printed score reports
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Virginia’s Modified Achievement 
Standard Test (VMAST)

VirginiaVirginia’’s Modified Achievement s Modified Achievement 
Standard Test (VMAST)Standard Test (VMAST)
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Virginia’s Alternate and Alternative 
Assessments

VirginiaVirginia’’s Alternate and Alternative s Alternate and Alternative 
AssessmentsAssessments

• Virginia Grade Level Alternative (VGLA)
• Grades 3 – 8
• On grade level test for students with disabilities who are unable to 

demonstrate mastery via a multiple-choice assessment

• Virginia Substitute Evaluation Program (VSEP)
• End-of-Course
• On grade level test for students with disabilities who are unable to 

demonstrate mastery via a multiple-choice assessment

• Virginia Alternate Assessment Program (VAAP)
• Grades 3 - 8 and 11
• For students with significant cognitive impairments who are 

instructed in the aligned Standards of Learning



Virginia’s Alternate and Alternative 
Assessments

VirginiaVirginia’’s Alternate and Alternative s Alternate and Alternative 
AssessmentsAssessments

• Virginia Modified Achievement Standards Test (VMAST)
• USED participation requirements:

• Student’s disability must preclude the student from 
achieving grade level proficiency;

• Even with appropriate instruction, the student would not 
achieve grade level proficiency in the year covered by the 
IEP;

• Student’s IEP must include goals based on grade level 
academic content.

• USED assessment requirements:
• Must measure grade level content standards;
• May be less rigorous; 
• Must not be a reduction in cut score on an existing test.
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VMAST Development OverviewVMAST Development OverviewVMAST Development Overview
• April 2007 – USDOE sanctioned the development of 

modified achievement standards and assessments for a 
small group of students with disabilities.

• July 2007 – USDOE established a funding competition to 
support States developing alternate assessments based 
on modified achievement standards and/or developing 
guidance for IEP teams.

• September 2007 – Virginia’s grant was approved for 
funding. 
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Goals of Virginia’s GrantGoals of VirginiaGoals of Virginia’’s Grants Grant

• To develop participation criteria to identify 
students appropriate for the VMAST

• To develop Performance Level Descriptors to 
describe student performance

• To add supports and scaffolds to existing grade 
8 math and reading online assessment items

• To administer the VMAST to eligible participants
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Progress to DateProgress to DateProgress to Date

Requested stakeholder input by:

• Establishing a Steering Committee

• Conducting focus groups (5) of teachers and 
instructional leaders

• Conducting an online survey of grade 8 reading 
and mathematics teachers
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Progress to DateProgress to DateProgress to Date

Utilized stakeholder input to:
• Develop draft participation criteria

• Develop draft performance level descriptors

• Identify potential supports and scaffolds for 
mathematics and reading assessments

Conducted a small pilot test in grade 8 
reading and mathematics
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Draft VMAST Participation CriteriaDraft VMAST Participation CriteriaDraft VMAST Participation Criteria

Required Components:
1. The student has a current IEP with grade-

level content goals.

2. The student is not eligible for VAAP.

3. For the content area being considered, 
VGLA is not an appropriate assessment.

4. Eligibility must be determined for each 
content area separately.
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Draft VMAST Participation CriteriaDraft VMAST Participation CriteriaDraft VMAST Participation Criteria

Required Components (continued):

5. Student’s disability precludes him or her from 
achieving and progressing commensurate with 
grade-level expectations.

6. Student’s achievement and progress is 
evaluated and documented using multiple 
objective sources of evidence.

7. Student’s daily instructional and assessment 
modifications are clearly documented.
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Potential Supports and ScaffoldsPotential Supports and ScaffoldsPotential Supports and Scaffolds

• Provide reminders, hints, mnemonic devices, 
graphic organizers

• Provide additional instructions, altered graphics, 
mathematics formulas

• Divide test items into discrete steps
• Present reading items near relevant sections of 

short reading passages
• Reduce answer options from 4 to 3
• Highlight or color code important information
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VMAST DemonstrationVMAST DemonstrationVMAST Demonstration
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Next StepsNext StepsNext Steps
• Finalize Participation Criteria

• Finalize Performance Level Descriptors

• Convene teacher committees to review and 
refine supports and scaffolds 

• Conduct a field test in grade 8 reading and 
mathematics in spring 2010
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