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Background Information:
Code of Virginia § 22.1-253.13:6. Standard 6. Planning and public involvement.

A. The Board of Education shall adopt a statewide comprehensive, unified, long-range plan based on
data collection, analysis, and evaluation. Such plan shall be developed with statewide participation.
The Board shall review the plan biennially and adopt any necessary revisions. The Board shall post
the plan on the Department of Education's Web site if practicable, and, in any case, shall make a

hard copy of such plan available for public inspection and copying.

This plan shall include the objectives of public education in Virginia, including strategies for first
improving student achievement, particularly the achievement of educationally at-risk students, then
maintaining high levels of student achievement; an assessment of the extent to which these
objectives are being achieved; a forecast of enrollment changes; and an assessment of the needs of
public education in the Commonwealth. In the annual report required by § 22.1- 18, the Board shall
include an analysis of the extent to which these Standards of Quality have been achieved and the
objectives of the statewide comprehensive plan have been met. The Board shall also develop,
consistent with, or as a part of, its comprehensive plan, a detailed comprehensive, long-range plan to
integrate educational technology into the Standards of Learning and the curricula of the public
schools in Virginia, including career and technical education programs. The Board shall review and
approve the comprehensive plan for educational technology and may require the revision of such



plan as it deems necessary.

The Educational Technology Plan for Virginia: 2010-15 builds on the work of previous six-year
technology plans, especially in the areas of technology infrastructure, integration, and evaluation. It
reflects current state and national standards relating to student, teacher, and administrator technology
skills. It also incorporates recent research into the skills needed by 21st century citizens, the way the
brain acquires knowledge, and capabilities of current and future technologies. Because the world in
which we use technology is changing just as rapidly as technology, the basis of the new technology plan
is a framework for how technology can most effectively be used. Technologies may evolve in many
ways, but the characteristics of educationally-potent technology are well-established. The conceptual
framework also encourages divisions to view educational technology in the context of all the myriad
functions of an educational system. The flexibility of the framework allows divisions to leverage their
unique strengths and minimize their local gaps between promise and practice.

No public comments were offered during the public comment period. However, the following language in
support of assistive technology has been added on page 56:

That being said, careful consideration should be given to the importance of assistive and learning
technologies for students with special needs. To address this topic more fully, there is a companion
document to present solutions that maximize communication, instruction, learning, and convenience
for users across the lifespan. This document is available at www.ttaconline.org.

Also, one sentence in the sidebar on page 72 was changed to read:

Classroom teachers can pull up test scores, drill down to see which students struggled with certain
topics, and then formulate remediation for individual students; they also can examine students’
strengths and weaknesses longitudinally over several years to determine possible curricular weakness.

Summary of Major Elements

The introduction to the Educational Technology Plan for Virginia: 2010-15 provides a concise overview
of the current educational environment, both for the state and the nation. The conceptual framework for
this plan is briefly introduced and illustrated with an example of one educational technology project.
Goals and objectives for the six-year technology plan are provided in outline form with particular
strategies for implementation as well as evaluation. Recent research applicable to each of the five focus
areas of the conceptual framework is summarized, and the various characteristics of the focus areas are
more fully explained. Three appendices provide further detail: Essential Elements of ICT (Information
and Communications Technology) Literacy, Status of Technology Use in Virginia, and Division Plan
Alignment: 2010-15.

An Executive Summary is provided in a separate document.

Superintendent’'s Recommendation:

The Superintendent of Public Instruction recommends that the Board of Education approve the proposed
Educational Technology Plan for Virginia: 2010-15.

Impact on Resources:

The Educational Technology Plan for Virginia: 2010-15 will be implemented using existing fiscal and
administrative resources.

Timetable for Further Review/Action:
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