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Background Information:

Legislation passed by the General Assembly in 2006 required that all school divisions integrate Internet
safety concepts into their regular curriculum. The Department of Education was charged with support
and oversight for this initiative. During the process of collecting potentially useful resources to support
the local division efforts, it became increasingly obvious that few Internet safety resources targeting
middle- and upper-elementary students were available. This age group, however, needs a firm
foundational understanding of many of the issues they are just beginning to face. The DOE was
fortunate to find an interested educational partner to help fill this gap.

In 2007, the Virginia Department of Education collaborated with Pokémon USA to develop Internet
Safety and You as part of the award-winning Web-based Pokémon Learning League. Despite the
commercial success of the Pokémon Learning League, Pokémon USA, under new leadership,
discontinued its work in the education sector to focus exclusively on the company’s core business;
consequently, the site ceased operation on August 31, 2009. Pokémon USA generously donated the
source files, lesson plans, and other resources to the Commonwealth of Virginia with the understanding
that neither the Pokémon characters nor anything associated with the Pokémon brand could be used in
the future.



Jim Davis and the Professor Garfield Foundation graciously offered the Commonwealth the use of
Garfield and friends free of charge as replacement characters for Pokémon. Garfield is the most widely
syndicated comic strip in the world, appearing in 63 countries and translated into 23 languages. More
than 200 million people see Garfield daily.

Summary of Major Elements
e With support from the Office of the Attorney General and the VVerizon Foundation, we are
currently working with the Professor Garfield Foundation to make this resource available to our

students once again.

e The Online Safety and Cyberbullying episodes are complete. The two remaining episodes,
Distinguishing Fact from Opinion and Forms of Media, will be launched by April 1.

e An app is currently being developed to enable students and families to access this content on an
iPod touch and iPhone.

Superintendent’'s Recommendation: N/A

Impact on Resources: Internet Safety and You is being developed with funding from the Attorney
General’s Office and the Verizon Foundation.

Timetable for Further Review/Action: N/A



	 
	Telephone Number:   5-4429  E-Mail Address:   tammy.mcgraw@doe.virginia.gov  

