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Comprehensive plan includes metrics to assess the 
Board’s progress towards meeting objectives and Board s progress towards meeting objectives and 
the state of education in Virginia.

Metrics are reported comprehensively each fall in Metrics are reported comprehensively each fall in 
the Board’s annual report.

The report includes qualitative and quantitative p q q
measures.

2



Virginia’s College Readiness Initiative

Adolescent literacy—challenges ahead

Update on pre‐K data projects
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Measure Students’ 
College Readiness

College Ready?

NO YES

Success in Capstone 
Course(s)

Facilitate enrollment in appropriate institution of higher education
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Indicators of College Readiness in Virginia*

• Algebra II

Coursework 

Algebra II
• Lab science (e.g., chemistry)
• Participation in:

– Dual enrollment
– Advanced placement coursesAdvanced placement courses
– IB programs

Diploma type  • Advanced studies 

• Reading:   Advanced

SOL  scores 

g
• Writing:   Advanced 
• Algebra I:  Advanced
• Geometry: Advanced
• Algebra II:  Advanced or near advanced g

Other  • College ready on external assessments (e.g., SAT, ACT)

*Based on preparation for success in four‐year schools.  In Virginia, few students enrolled in four‐year schools 
require remediation. 6



Mathematics
I l d  Al b  II

English/language arts
Four‐Year Enrollment 

and Persistence
6   t  llIncludes Algebra II

Advanced proficient 
scores

Reading: proficient
Writing: proficient

(not advanced)

• 63 percent enroll
• Most persist into the 
second and third years 
(83 percent of the group)

Four‐Year Enrollment 
and Persistence

• 60 percent enroll
• Most persist into the 
second and third years 

Mathematics
No advanced scores on 

SOL assessments
Algebra II participation

English/language arts

Advanced proficient 
scores in reading and 
writing y

(81 percent of the group)
g p pwriting

7



Virginia High School Graduates and Completers: Percent Enrolled in Four Year 
Postsecondary Institutions
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Percent Enrolled in Four‐
Year Instiutions

20%

30%

40%

Advanced 
Diploma

IB Diploma
Standard 
Diploma

Modified 
Standard 

Special 
Diploma

GED
Certificate 

of 

0%

10%

Diploma Diploma
Diploma

Diploma
Completion

2009 65% 90% 12% 2% 1% 2% 2%

2008 68% 88% 13% 2% 1% 1% 1%

2007 68% 90% 14% 2% 1% 2% 1%

Enrollment based on data provided by the National Student Clearinghouse 

2006 68% 88% 13% 2% 1% 1% 1%
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High School Class of 2009
Postsecondary Enrollment

43%
41%

40%

45%

50%

Postsecondary Enrollment

26%
24% 23%

24%
%

30%

35%

40%

18%

24% 23%

11%

4

15%

20%

25%

0%

5%

10%

2 year 4 year

Economically Disadvantaged Not Economically Disadvantaged

Students with Disabilities Students without DisabilitiesStudents with Disabilities Students without Disabilities
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Enrollment based on data provided by the National Student Clearinghouse 



Proficiency  English English Proficiency 
Level

Algebra I Geometry  Algebra II
English
Reading

English 
Writing

Advanced 
P fi i

75% 75% 79% 64% 72%
Proficient

75% 75% 79% 64% 72%

Proficient 39% 41% 50% 25% 31%

Fail 7% 12% 23% 3% 4%

Enrollment based on data provided by the National Student Clearinghouse 
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Designed for students who:
Have participated in college‐ready curriculum
Passed courses but have not met college‐ready performance expectations ; Passed courses but have not met college ready performance expectations ; 
Require a refresher course to be successful in entry‐level college courses;
Require additional skills needed for postsecondary success.

Will integrate:
Content from Virginia Standards of Learning identified as college‐ready 
standards
College‐ and career‐ready skills defined in state Career and Technical 
Education competencies.
Other standards identified as appropriate (e.g., standards from the Virginia 
Community College System, the CCSSO Common Core Standards Initiative)

These mathematics and English courses will not be designed to 
provide remedial instruction.provide remedial instruction.
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Virginia Department of Education (agencywide)

Virginia Community College SystemVirginia Community College System

State Council of Higher Education for Virginia

Southern Regional Education Board
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Significant challenges to increasing students’ high school and 
postsecondary successpostsecondary success
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NAEP Grade 8 Reading: Average Scale Scores
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Achievement Levels:  NAEP Grade 8 Reading
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At or above basic At or Above Proficient At Advanced
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Revised English Standards of Learning (SOL):  Include more rigorous objectives for 
reading, especially in the middle school grades.

Through a partnership with the William and Mary, VDOE is providing 12 schools g p p y, p g
with targeted services designed to improve instructional practices and embed 
literacy instruction across the content areas.

Through a partnership with the University of Virginia, VDOE sponsors intense 
reading academies  for teachers of special education, grades 4‐12 to provide 
professional development in teaching exceptional learners to read and write.

Awarded 2009 Striving Readers grant to implement adolescent literacy programs 
i   iddl   h l   i h  i ifi     f  li   din middle schools with significant percentages of struggling readers.

2008 Visions to Practice conference for practitioners  focused on adolescent 
literacy

 B d  f Ed i  Li  P li  S i2007 Board of Education Literacy Policy Summit
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Long‐term goal  
Establish sustainable, flexible, integrated data system to enable state 
secretariats, legislators and agency commissioners to make informed policy , g g y p y
decisions based on timely, valid information.

Current work:  Project Child HANDS*
Funded to build a data and research infrastructure that integrates information 
from multiple sources regarding child care quality and related factorsfrom multiple sources regarding child care quality and related factors.

Partners:
Virginia Department of Social Services (Lead)
Virginia Tech early childhood researchers and engineering experts
Virginia Department of Education
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children 
and Families (sponsor) 

Project  treats personal privacy and data security as critical priorities at Project  treats personal privacy and data security as critical priorities at 
each step.

* Child Care Subsidy, Health and Early Education: Helping Analyze Needed Data Securely
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Phase I:  Inventory data available from all partners (complete)
Phase II:  Build the data system (in process)

Build with “waves” of partners from local communitiesBuild with  waves  of partners from local communities
Ensure reporting mechanisms meet local and state needs

Key questions :
What kinds of preschools/child care are children who receive CCDF subsidies and 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) attending? p y y ( ) g
What is the quality of that preschool/care? 
Are there differences in type and quality of care depending on ethnicity, locality, home 
language or other demographic factors? 
How are these children faring in kindergarten, and how is that related to the programs 
h d d k dthey attended prior to kindergarten? 

See Project Child HANDS Web site for more information:  
http://www.fivehokies.com/childhands/Project_Child_HANDS_Description.as
px
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