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Online Testing in VirginiaOnline Testing in Virginia
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Paper tests:   1,058,623   (39%)
Online tests:  1,646,614  (61%)
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PhasePhase--Out of Paper/Pencil Out of Paper/Pencil 
TestingTestingTestingTesting

Language in the Appropriations ActLanguage in the Appropriations Act•• Language in the Appropriations Act Language in the Appropriations Act 
requires that all SOL tests be requires that all SOL tests be 
administered online by:administered online by:administered online by:administered online by:

•• 20102010--2011 for all high schools2011 for all high schools•• 20102010--2011 for all high schools2011 for all high schools

•• 20112011--2012  for all middle schools2012  for all middle schools

•• 20122012--2013 for all elementary schools2013 for all elementary schools



PhasePhase--Out of Paper/Pencil Out of Paper/Pencil 
Testing E ceptionsTesting E ceptionsTesting: ExceptionsTesting: Exceptions

SOL tests will continue to be available inSOL tests will continue to be available inSOL tests will continue to be available in SOL tests will continue to be available in 
a paper/pencil format for students with a paper/pencil format for students with 
a documented need Examples include:a documented need Examples include:a documented need. Examples include:a documented need. Examples include:
•• student attends school in a location student attends school in a location 

where the required technology is notwhere the required technology is notwhere the required technology is not where the required technology is not 
available to access an online test available to access an online test 
(e g(e g outplacedoutplaced students or thosestudents or those(e.g. (e.g. outplacedoutplaced students or those students or those 
who are homebound)who are homebound)



Examples of Documented NeedsExamples of Documented NeedsExamples of Documented Needs Examples of Documented Needs 
for Paper/Pencil Testingfor Paper/Pencil Testing

•• The accommodation specified in theThe accommodation specified in the•• The accommodation specified in the The accommodation specified in the 
student’s IEP, 504 Management Plan, or LEP student’s IEP, 504 Management Plan, or LEP 
Plan requires a paper test (e.g., LargePlan requires a paper test (e.g., Large--PrintPrintPlan requires a paper test (e.g., LargePlan requires a paper test (e.g., Large Print Print 
or Braille).or Braille).

•  The •  The student has a documented medical student has a documented medical 
condition such as a seizure disorder where condition such as a seizure disorder where 
exposure to a computer will aggravate the exposure to a computer will aggravate the 

t d t’ ditit d t’ ditistudent’s condition. student’s condition. 
•• Other exceptions must be approved by Other exceptions must be approved by 

VDOEVDOEVDOEVDOE



Use of Technology Enhanced Items :  Use of Technology Enhanced Items :  
Guiding PrinciplesGuiding PrinciplesGuiding PrinciplesGuiding Principles

All SOL tests de eloped ithAll SOL tests de eloped ith•• All SOL tests developed with All SOL tests developed with 
online as primary delivery mode by online as primary delivery mode by 
20122012--20132013

•• Include some technologyInclude some technology--gygy
enhanced items in addition to enhanced items in addition to 
multiplemultiple--choicechoicemultiplemultiple choicechoice

•• TechnologyTechnology--enhanced items enhanced items 
computercomputer scoredscoredcomputercomputer-- scoredscored



Implementation of TechnologyImplementation of Technology--
Enhanced ItemsEnhanced Itemsa ced te sa ced te s

20102010--20112011

•• Field test technologyField test technology--enhanced enhanced 
mathematics items in onlinemathematics items in onlinemathematics items in online mathematics items in online 
tests for grades 6,7,8 and tests for grades 6,7,8 and 
Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra I, Geometry, and 
Algebra IIAlgebra IIAlgebra IIAlgebra II



Implementation of TechnologyImplementation of Technology--
Enhanced ItemsEnhanced ItemsEnhanced ItemsEnhanced Items

20102010--20112011
Practice items for mathematicsPractice items for mathematics•• Practice items for mathematics Practice items for mathematics 
provided on VDOE web site. Includes provided on VDOE web site. Includes 
examples of new item types as well asexamples of new item types as well asexamples of new item types as well as examples of new item types as well as 
demonstrating increased rigor.demonstrating increased rigor.

•• Guide for teachers to use with studentsGuide for teachers to use with students•• Guide for teachers to use with students Guide for teachers to use with students 
to familiarize them with the to familiarize them with the 
functionality of the technologyfunctionality of the technologyfunctionality of the technologyfunctionality of the technology--
enhanced items also on web siteenhanced items also on web site



Practice Items and Guides Practice Items and Guides 
A ailable on VDOE Web SiteA ailable on VDOE Web SiteAvailable on VDOE Web SiteAvailable on VDOE Web Site



Implementation of TechnologyImplementation of Technology--
Enhanced ItemsEnhanced ItemsEnhanced ItemsEnhanced Items

20112011--20122012

T h lT h l h dh d•• TechnologyTechnology--enhanced enhanced 
mathematics items “operational”  mathematics items “operational”  
for grades 6,7,8 and Algebra I, for grades 6,7,8 and Algebra I, 
Geometry, and Algebra IIGeometry, and Algebra IIy, gy, g

•• Field test technologyField test technology--enhanced enhanced 
mathematics items for grades 3mathematics items for grades 3--55mathematics items for grades 3mathematics items for grades 3--55



Implementation of TechnologyImplementation of Technology--
Enhanced ItemsEnhanced ItemsEnhanced ItemsEnhanced Items

20112011--20122012
•• Field test technologyField test technology--enhanced items enhanced items 

in reading and science as part of online in reading and science as part of online 
test formstest forms

•• Practice items and accompanying Practice items and accompanying 
“teacher” guides provided via VDOE “teacher” guides provided via VDOE 
web siteweb site



Implementation of Online Writing Implementation of Online Writing 
Test 2011Test 2011 20122012Test:  2011Test:  2011--20122012

Large scale standLarge scale stand alone field test ofalone field test of•• Large scale, standLarge scale, stand--alone field test of alone field test of 
online writing test in early spring 2012online writing test in early spring 2012

•• Field test of writing prompts and Field test of writing prompts and 
multiplemultiple choice items including somechoice items including somemultiplemultiple--choice items including some choice items including some 
technologytechnology--enhanced itemsenhanced items

•• Practice items and accompanying Practice items and accompanying 
teacher’s guide providedteacher’s guide providedteacher’s guide provided teacher’s guide provided 



Examples of TechnologyExamples of Technology EnhancedEnhancedExamples of TechnologyExamples of Technology--Enhanced Enhanced 
Items DemonstratedItems Demonstrated



Virginia Modified Achievement Virginia Modified Achievement 
Standard Test (VMAST)Standard Test (VMAST)Standard Test (VMAST)Standard Test (VMAST)

•• Intended for students with disabilities whoIntended for students with disabilities who•• Intended for students with disabilities who Intended for students with disabilities who 
are learning grade level content but who are are learning grade level content but who are 
not expected to achieve proficiency at same not expected to achieve proficiency at same 
rate as nonrate as non--disabled peersdisabled peers

•• Supports and simplifications recommendedSupports and simplifications recommendedSupports and simplifications recommended Supports and simplifications recommended 
by VA educators added to existing online by VA educators added to existing online 
reading and mathematics itemsreading and mathematics items



Virginia Modified Achievement Virginia Modified Achievement 
Standard Test (VMAST)Standard Test (VMAST)Standard Test (VMAST)Standard Test (VMAST)

•• VMAST for grades 3VMAST for grades 3 8 math and8 math and•• VMAST for grades 3VMAST for grades 3--8 math and 8 math and 
Algebra I field tested in spring 2011 and Algebra I field tested in spring 2011 and 
operational in spring 2012operational in spring 2012operational in spring 2012operational in spring 2012

•• VMAST for grades 3VMAST for grades 3--8 reading and end8 reading and end--gg gg
ofof--course reading field tested in spring course reading field tested in spring 
2012 and operational in spring 20132012 and operational in spring 2013



Phase Out of Virginia Grade Level Phase Out of Virginia Grade Level 
Alternative (VGLA)Alternative (VGLA)Alternative (VGLA)Alternative (VGLA)

•• WorkWork--sample based onsample based on--grade levelgrade level•• WorkWork--sample based, onsample based, on--grade level grade level 
assessment for students with disabilities assessment for students with disabilities 
and certain limited English proficient and certain limited English proficient 
studentsstudents

•• Based on legislation passed by the 2010Based on legislation passed by the 2010Based on legislation passed by the 2010 Based on legislation passed by the 2010 
General Assembly, VGLA for students with General Assembly, VGLA for students with 
disabilities in mathematics and reading is disabilities in mathematics and reading is 
b i h d t VMASTb i h d t VMASTbeing phased out as VMAST goes being phased out as VMAST goes 
operationaloperational



Phase Out of Virginia Grade Phase Out of Virginia Grade 
Le el Alternati e (VGLA)Le el Alternati e (VGLA)Level Alternative (VGLA)Level Alternative (VGLA)

Last administration of VGLA inLast administration of VGLA in•• Last administration of VGLA in Last administration of VGLA in 
mathematics will be spring 2011mathematics will be spring 2011

•• Last administration of VGLA in readingLast administration of VGLA in reading•• Last administration of VGLA in reading Last administration of VGLA in reading 
for students with disabilities will be for students with disabilities will be 
spring 2012spring 2012spring 2012spring 2012

•• Will still need a  similar assessment for Will still need a  similar assessment for 
a small number of studentsa small number of students withwitha small number of students a small number of students with with 
disabilities disabilities who CANNOT take a who CANNOT take a 
multiplemultiple choice testchoice testmultiplemultiple--choice testchoice test


