
Topic: First Review of Recommended Cut Scores for History for the Virginia Grade Level Alternative 
(VGLA)  

 
Presenter: Mrs. Shelley Loving-Ryder, Assistant Superintendent, Division of Student Assessment and  
        School Improvement  
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Origin: 

____ Topic presented for information only (no board action required)  

 Board review required by 
____ State or federal law or regulation 
       Board of Education regulation 
        Other:     

     X    Action requested at this meeting        __ Action requested at future meeting:  ________ 

 

Previous Review/Action: 

  X    No previous board review/action 

____ Previous review/action 
date        
action              

 

Background Information:  

The Virginia Grade Level Alternative (VGLA) was developed in 2004-2005 to assess the achievement 
of students with disabilities who are unable to demonstrate their attainment of the Standards of Learning 
through multiple-choice tests. A compilation of student work called a Collection of Evidence that 
represents the student’s achievement of the Standards of Learning represented in the test blueprint is 
prepared for students participating in VGLA.   
 
Beginning with the 2010-2011 administration, the VGLA Collections of Evidence for history will be 
prepared using the new blueprints based on the 2008 history Standards of Learning.  Because of this 
change in content, new cut scores that represent the minimum number of points a student must earn to be 
considered “pass/proficient” or “pass/advanced” on the VGLA for the various content areas in history 
must be adopted by the Virginia Board of Education.  
 
In April 2011, standard setting committees of Virginia educators were convened to recommend to the 
Board of Education the scores that should represent the achievement levels of pass/proficient and 
pass/advanced performance for students who are submitting VGLA Collections of Evidence for grade 3 
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history, Virginia Studies, U.S. History to 1865, U.S. History: 1865 to the Present, and Civics & 
Economics.    
 
Because the VGLA is an alternative assessment for the SOL tests, the standard setting committee 
members first reviewed the SOL test for the particular content area, focusing on the cut scores that had 
been adopted by the Board to represent pass/proficient and pass/advanced.  Committee members were 
asked to recommend cut scores on the VGLA that would represent the same level of achievement as 
required by the cut scores representing pass/proficient and pass/advanced on the SOL test.    
 
Summary of Major Elements:   

A range of recommended cut scores for the achievement levels of pass/proficient and pass/advanced for 
the VGLA for grade 3 history, Virginia Studies, U.S. History to 1865, U.S. History: 1865 to the Present 
and Civics & Economics will be presented to the Board.  Background and summary information may be 
found in Attachment A. 
 

Superintendent's Recommendation:  
The Superintendent of Public Instruction recommends that the Board waive first review and adopt cut 
scores for the achievement levels of pass/proficient and pass/advanced for the VGLA in grade 3 history, 
Virginia Studies, U.S. History to 1865, U.S. History: 1865 to the Present and Civics & Economics as 
follows.   

 Grade 3: 58% for pass/proficient and 88% for pass/advanced as recommended by the 
Articulation Committee 

 Virginia Studies: 53% for pass/proficient and 80% for pass/advanced to ensure consistency 
between the requirements of the VGLA and the SOL test 

 U.S. History to 1865: 55% for pass/proficient as recommended by the Articulation Committee  
and 85% for pass/advanced advanced to ensure consistency between the requirements of the 
VGLA and the SOL test 

 U.S. History: 1865 to the Present: 55% for pass/proficient as recommended by the Articulation 
Committee and 85% for pass/advanced to ensure consistency between the requirements of the 
VGLA and the SOL test 

 Civics and Economics: 53% for pass/proficient as recommended by the Articulation Committee 
and 85% for pass/advanced to ensure consistency between the requirements of the VGLA and the 
SOL test 

 
Impact on Resources:  

N/A 
 
Timetable for Further Review/Action:  

Upon approval by the Board of Education, this information will be disseminated to the school divisions 
via a Superintendent’s Memorandum. 
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Pass/Proficient Pass/Advanced 

Background  
Information 

Standard Setting  
Summary 

Background  
Information 

Standard Setting  
Summary 

VGLA 
Subject 
Area 

Pass/Proficient 
Cut Score  
(Percent 
Correct)  

for the SOL test 

Round 3 
Median 
Percent 
Correct 

for 
Proficient 

Articulation 
Committee 

Recommendation 

Pass/Advanced  
Cut Score  
(Percent  
Correct) 

for the SOL test 

Round 3 
Median 
Percent 
Correct 

for 
Advanced 

Articulation 
Committee 

Recommendation 

Grade 3 
History 

58% 64% 58% 88% 89% 88% 

Virginia 
Studies 

53% 43% 50% 80% 74% 78% 

US History 
I 

55% 58% 55% 85% 83% 83% 

US History 
II 

55% 55% 55% 85% 81% 82% 

Civics & 
Economics 

53% 55% 53% 85% 82% 84% 


