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Background Information:

The Virginia Grade Level Alternative (VGLA) was developed in 2004-2005 to assess the achievement
of students with disabilities who are unable to demonstrate their attainment of the Standards of Learning
through multiple-choice tests. A compilation of student work called a Collection of Evidence that
represents the student’s achievement of the Standards of Learning represented in the test blueprint is
prepared for students participating in VGLA.

Beginning with the 2010-2011 administration, the VGLA Collections of Evidence for history will be
prepared using the new blueprints based on the 2008 history Standards of Learning. Because of this
change in content, new cut scores that represent the minimum number of points a student must earn to be
considered “pass/proficient” or “pass/advanced” on the VGLA for the various content areas in history
must be adopted by the Virginia Board of Education.

In April 2011, standard setting committees of Virginia educators were convened to recommend to the
Board of Education the scores that should represent the achievement levels of pass/proficient and
pass/advanced performance for students who are submitting VGLA Collections of Evidence for grade 3
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history, Virginia Studies, U.S. History to 1865, U.S. History: 1865 to the Present, and Civics &
Economics.

Because the VGLA is an alternative assessment for the SOL tests, the standard setting committee
members first reviewed the SOL test for the particular content area, focusing on the cut scores that had
been adopted by the Board to represent pass/proficient and pass/advanced. Committee members were
asked to recommend cut scores on the VGLA that would represent the same level of achievement as
required by the cut scores representing pass/proficient and pass/advanced on the SOL test.

Summary of Major Elements:

A range of recommended cut scores for the achievement levels of pass/proficient and pass/advanced for
the VGLA for grade 3 history, Virginia Studies, U.S. History to 1865, U.S. History: 1865 to the Present
and Civics & Economics will be presented to the Board. Background and summary information may be
found in Attachment A.

Superintendent's Recommendation:
The Superintendent of Public Instruction recommends that the Board waive first review and adopt cut
scores for the achievement levels of pass/proficient and pass/advanced for the VGLA in grade 3 history,
Virginia Studies, U.S. History to 1865, U.S. History: 1865 to the Present and Civics & Economics as
follows.
e Grade 3: 58% for pass/proficient and 88% for pass/advanced as recommended by the
Articulation Committee
e Virginia Studies: 53% for pass/proficient and 80% for pass/advanced to ensure consistency
between the requirements of the VGLA and the SOL test
e U.S. History to 1865: 55% for pass/proficient as recommended by the Articulation Committee
and 85% for pass/advanced advanced to ensure consistency between the requirements of the
VGLA and the SOL test
e U.S. History: 1865 to the Present: 55% for pass/proficient as recommended by the Articulation
Committee and 85% for pass/advanced to ensure consistency between the requirements of the
VGLA and the SOL test
e (Civics and Economics: 53% for pass/proficient as recommended by the Articulation Committee
and 85% for pass/advanced to ensure consistency between the requirements of the VGLA and the
SOL test

Impact on Resources:
N/A

Timetable for Further Review/Action:
Upon approval by the Board of Education, this information will be disseminated to the school divisions
via a Superintendent’s Memorandum.
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