
Topic: Final Review of a Request for Approval of an Alternative Accreditation Plan from 
Chesterfield County Public Schools for Chesterfield Community High School  

                     
Presenters:  Dr. Kathleen M. Smith, Director of the Office of School Improvement 

Dr. Marcus Newsome, Superintendent, Chesterfield County Public Schools 
 
Telephone Number:  (804) 225-2865    E-Mail Address:  Kathleen.Smith@doe.virginia.gov 
 

Origin: 

         Topic presented for information only (no board action required)  

   X   Board review required by 
         State or federal law or regulation 
   X   Board of Education regulation 
         Other:            

   X     Action requested at this meeting   __  Action requested at future meeting: ____________  
 

            
Previous Review/Action: 

        No previous board review/action 

   X    Previous review/action 
date      __July 28, 2011__________ 

  action   __Board accepted for first review the proposed alternative accreditation plan_ 
 

Background Information: 
 
Section 8 VAC 20-131.280.C. of the Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public 
Schools in Virginia states: 
 
Subject to the provisions of 8 VAC 20-131-350, the governing school board of special purpose 
schools such as those provided for in § 22.1-26 of the Code of Virginia, Governor’s schools, 
special education schools, alternative schools, or career and technical schools that serve as the 
student's school of principal enrollment may seek approval of an alternative accreditation plan 
from the Board of Education. Schools offering alternative education programs and schools with a 
graduation cohort of 50 or fewer students as defined by the graduation rate formula adopted by the 
board may request that the board approve an alternative accreditation plan to meet the graduation 
and completion index benchmark. Special purpose schools with alternative accreditation plans 
shall be evaluated on standards appropriate to the programs offered in the school and approved by 
the board prior to August 1 of the school year for which approval is requested. Any student 
graduating from a special purpose school with a Standard, Advanced Studies, or Modified 
Standard Diploma must meet the requirements prescribed in 8 VAC 20-131-50. 

 
 

Board of Education Agenda Item 
 
Item:       I.      Date:      September 22, 2011   



 

Summary of Major Elements: 
As indicated in Attachment A, Chesterfield Community High School has just completed its 12th 
year as an alternative school, specializing in dropout recovery and dropout prevention.  Most 
students who come to Chesterfield Community High School are behind their academic cohort by 
about two years.  Chesterfield Community High School has been Fully Accredited for the last three 
consecutive years and has made Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) for the last two years. 
 
As part of its request for an alternative accreditation plan for Chesterfield Community High School, 
Chesterfield County Public Schools is requesting a waiver of the following section of the 
Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia so that adjustments 
may be made to the accreditation calculations for accountability purposes. 
 
8 VAC 20-131-280. Expectations for school accountability. 
 
B. Each school shall be accredited based, primarily, on achievement of the criteria 
established in 8 VAC 20-131-30 and in 8 VAC 20-131-50 as specified below: 

1. The percentage of students passing the Virginia assessment program tests in the four core 
academic areas administered in the school, with the accreditation rating calculated on a 
trailing three-year average that includes the current year scores and the scores from the two 
most recent years in each applicable academic area, or on the current year's scores, 
whichever is higher. 

2. The percentage of students graduating from or completing high school based on a graduation 
and completion index prescribed by the Board of Education. The accreditation rating of any 
school with a twelfth grade shall be determined based on achievement of required SOL pass 
rates and percentage points on the board’s graduation and completion index. School 
accreditation shall be determined by the school’s current year index points or a trailing 
three-year average of index points that includes the current year and the two most recent 
years, whichever is higher. The Board of Education’s graduation and completion index shall 
include weighted points for diploma graduates (100 points), GED recipients (75 points), 
students not graduating but still in school (70 points), and students earning certificates of 
program completion (25 points). The Board of Education's graduation and completion index 
shall account for all students in the graduating class’s ninth-grade cohort, plus students 
transferring in, minus students transferring out and deceased students. Those students who 
are not included in one of the preceding categories will also be included in the index. 

 
Chesterfield County Public Schools is not requesting a waiver from section 8 VAC 20-131-100 of 
the Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia.  
 
Superintendent's Recommendation:   
The Superintendent of Public Instruction recommends that the Virginia Board of Education approve 
the request for an alternative accreditation plan from Chesterfield County Public Schools for 
Chesterfield Community High School for accreditation cycles beginning in 2011 through 2013. 
  
Impact on Resources:   
None 
 
Timetable for Further Review/Action:   
Reauthorize alternative accreditation plan August 2014. 
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