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International Association for K-

12 Online Learning (iNACOL) 
Å iNACOL is the premier K-12 nonprofit in online learning 

Å Provides leadership, advocacy, research, training, and networking with experts in K-12 online learning. 

ï 4400+ members in K-12 online and blended learning in over 50 countries 

ï Annual conference ï iNACOL Blended and Online Learning Symposium: Orlando, FL in October 

28-30, 2013 

Å ñEnsure every student has access a world class educationò regardless of geography, income or 

background.  

Å Next Generation Learning Challenges ï Gates Foundation 

Å CompetencyWorks ï Nellie Mae Education Foundation 

Å Our strategic areas of focus in online and blended learning: 

1. Policy 

2. Quality 

3. New Learning Models 
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European Union 

ÅEU:  

ïEU E-Learning Action Plan 

ïIB Diploma Programme  
Online (125 countries) 

ÅUK: E-Learning Exports - 29 billion 

annually; deal with China 

ïEducation as an export 

 



Turkey, the Middle East  

& Arab Spring 
ÅTurkey: online courses 

ÅArab Bureau of Education for the Gulf States 



India 
ÅSize 

ï1 billion+, 70% rural population 

ïNeed 200,000 more schools 

ÅInternet Accessibility 

ï2007-08 - 42 million users (3.7%) 

ÅOnline Learning 

ïUniversal access for K-12 in 10 yrs 

ïShortage of good teachers 

ïñLeverage teachers using technology to 

bring to scaleò 

ïEducomp digitizing learning resources 

for K-12 Education 

 



India announces $35 tablet 

computer for rural poor 

 
ñOct. 5, 2011 - 

The $35 basic touch screen tablet 

aimed at students can be used for 

functions like word processing, web 

browsing and video conferencing. 

Aakash, manufactured by DataWind, 

has a 7" Android 2.2 touch screen 

and a HD video coprocessor.  

The Indian government intends to 

deliver 10 million tablets to students 

across India.ò (AP Photo - Gurinder 

Osan) (Source: Associated Press) 
 

ñDatawind says it can make about 100,000 units a 

month at the moment, not nearly enough to meet India's 

hope of getting its 220 million children online.ò 

 



China 

ÅChina: 1.3 billion people  

ÅDigitized K-12 curriculum 

ÅTraining Master Teachers to teach online 

ÅWith online learning: increase 
educational opportunities to 100 million 
new students 

 



The Futurist: Education 2011 

China may be the first country to 

succeed in educating most of its 

population through the Internet.  

ï From 2003-2007, China spent about $1 

billion to implement online learning 

projects in the rural country-side. 

 



ñWeb opens world for young Chinese . . .ò 
-Christian Science Monitor, May 14, 2007 

Å Bejing -- ñExcited and emboldened by the wealth of information they 
find on the Internet, Chinese teens are breaking centuries of 
tradition to challenge their teachers and express their opinions in 
class. . . .ò 

Å ñStudents at Tianjinôs No. 1 Middle School are encouraged to 
challenge their history texts.ò 

Å ñThe Internet has given Chinese children wings,ò says Sun Yun 
Xiao, vice president of the China Youth and Childrenôs Research 
Center.  

Å 137 million online in China at the end of 2006 (in 1999 there were 
just 4 million connections in China) 

Å 87% of urban youth in China use the Internet 



Hong Kong 
ïIn 2010, Hong Kong policy recommendation for digital learning 

that ñde-bundledò textbooks and teaching materials to make 

more affordable and accessible to schools, and accelerated the 

development of an online repository of curriculum-based learning 

and teaching resources.  

ïBlended learning for Continuity of Learning 

 



Singapore 

ÅSingapore: 100% of Secondary schools use online 
learning 

ÅAll teachers trained to teach online 

ÅBlended Learning Environments 

ÅE-Learning Weeks 



South Korea 

ÅSouth Korea  
ïNational Virtual School 

ïSwitch to digital content from textbooks 

 



South Korea E-Learning Survey 

2012 
ÅSouth Korean schools using e-learning:  
ï77% public schools use e-learning systems in official 

curricula  

ï86% public and private institutions combined in 2012 

ÅThe Ministry of Education plans to foster small and 
medium industry players through a support center 
that will assist the development of customized e-
learning services. 

ÅSouth Koreans ages 3+, 53% percent used e-
learning services in 2012 

ÅSouth Koreans ages 3+ using e-learning services 
through mobile devices: 30%  

 

 



iNACOL International Survey Findings 

ÅAlmost 60 percent of the surveyed countries 
reported government funding for blended or online 
programs at the primary and secondary levels. 

 

ÅSeventy-two percent of the surveyed countries 
reported that their online and blended classroom 
teachers participated in professional development 
for online teaching. 

  

ÅUniversities and colleges were the primary source 
of training for educators, followed by regional 
centers and local schools. 



www.inacol.org 

National Perspective 



U.S. Online Learning Facts 

ÅK-12 online learning enrollments growing 30% annually 
ï50,000 in 2000; 500,000 enrollments in 2005; 1.8 million in 2010). 

Å30 states allow 250 full-time online schools 
ï275,000 enrollments nationwide. 

Å82% of school districts had one or more students in a fully-
online or blended course 

ÅMore universities are offering K-12 courses online 

ïIndiana U, Univ of Montana, Nebraska; Stanford, JHU, 
Northwestern programs for gifted 

Å50% of employers use e-learning for training; need skills for 
working collaboratively in virtual teams 

 

 

 



New Solutions through Online Learning 

Å40% of US high schools do not offer AP courses 

ï75% of districts use online learning to offer Advanced 

Placement or college-level courses. 

ÅTeacher Shortages 

ï40% of public school districts in America today say they need 

online learning resources because certified teachers are not 

available for traditional face-to-face instruction. 

ÅMore than 50% need online learning to reduce student 

scheduling conflicts to graduate on time. 

Å60% of school districts say they need online learning 

for credit recovery. 

 





 





Definitions: iNACOL Online Learning 

Definitions Project 

Online learning ï Education in which instruction and 

content are delivered primarily over the Internet. 

(Watson & Kalmon, 2005) 

 

Blended learning ï When a student learns at least in 

part at a supervised brick-and-mortar location away 

from home and at least in part through online delivery 

with some element of student control over time, place, 

path, and/or pace; often used synonymously with 

Hybrid Learning. (Horn and Staker, 2011) 

 

 



Under consideration . . . 

Å ñBlended instructionò would be defined as instruction in which a 

student learns at least in part using the Internet or other computer-

based method and in part at an on-site location with face-to-face 

instruction.  

 

Å A ñpublic virtual schoolò would be defined as a school under the 

authority of the local school board where a student may receive all 

of his instruction electronically, using the Internet or other computer-

based methods, with the exception of any required on-site 

instruction or blended instruction. 



Equity: Providing Opportunities for All Students 

Credit 
Recovery   

Aspiring athletes and 
performers 

Medically 
Fragile 

ELL 

Accelerated 
Students 

Need to work and/or 
support family 

Traditional 
Public/Private 

Special Education 

Rural Students 



Research on Online Learning  

Benefits of taking a class online? 

According to students: 

Å51% said it allows them to work at their own pace 

Å49% to earn college credit 

Å44% said it allows them to take a class not offered 

on campus  

Å35% said it was to get extra help 

Å19% said they took online courses to get more 

attention from teachers 

(Project Tomorrow Survey, 2012) 

 

 

 



What it is and is noté 


