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Virginia Board of Education Agenda Item 

 

Agenda Item:  D (continued)                     
 

Date:    October 27, 2016                                                                                   

 

Title 
Final Review of Requests for Rating of Partially Accredited: Reconstituted School 
from Madison County Public Schools 

Presenter 
Beverly Rabil, Director, Office of School Improvement, Division of Student 
Assessment and School Improvement 

E-mail Beverly.Rabil@doe.virginia.gov Phone  (804) 225-2865 

 

Purpose of Presentation:         
Action required by Board of Education regulation. 
 
Previous Review or Action:              
Previous review and action. Specify date and action taken below: 
Date: September 22, 2016: First Review 
 
Action Requested:          
Final review: Action requested at this meeting. 
 
Alignment with Board of Education Goals:  Please indicate (X) all that apply:  

X Goal 1: Accountability for Student Learning 
 Goal 2: Rigorous Standards to Promote College and Career Readiness 
 Goal 3: Expanded Opportunities to Learn 
 Goal 4: Nurturing Young Learners 
 Goal 5: Highly Qualified and Effective Educators 
 Goal 6: Sound Policies for Student Success 
 Goal 7: Safe and Secure Schools 
 Other Priority or Initiative. Specify:  

 
Background Information and Statutory Authority:   
Goal 1:  Considering the requests for Partially Accredited: Reconstituted School from Madison County 
Public Schools will support accountability for student learning. 
 
8 VAC 20-131-300.C (Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Virginia Public Schools) 

states that a school shall be rated Accreditation Denied based on its academic performance and its failure 
to achieve the minimum threshold for the graduation and completion index required to be rated Fully 

Accredited or Provisionally Accredited-Graduation Rate, for the preceding three consecutive years or 
for three consecutive years anytime thereafter.  
 
As outlined in 8 VAC 20-131-315, as an alternative to the memorandum of understanding required for 
schools rated Accreditation Denied, a local school board may choose to reconstitute the school and 
apply to the Board of Education for a rating of Partially Accredited: Reconstituted School.  The 
application shall include specific responses that address all areas of deficiency that resulted in the 



 

2 
 

Accreditation Denied status. 
 
If a local school board chooses to reconstitute a school, it may annually apply for an accreditation rating 
of Partially Accredited: Reconstituted School as provided for in 8 VAC 20-131-300.C.5.  The Partially 

Accredited: Reconstituted School rating may be granted for a period not to exceed three years if the 
school is making progress toward a rating of Fully Accredited in accordance with the terms of the Board 
of Education’s approval of the reconstitution application.  The school will revert to a status of 
Accreditation Denied if it fails to meet the requirements to be rated Fully Accredited by the end of the 
three-year term or if it fails to have its annual application for such rating renewed. 
 
Summary of Important Issues:  

Following the implementation of revised assessments in mathematics in 2011-2012 and revised reading, 
writing, and science assessments in 2012-2013, two schools have not been Fully Accredited for three 
consecutive years and are not Fully Accredited in 2016-2017:   
    
Each school must meet the definition of reconstitution.  As defined by the Fast Track Regulations 

Establishing Standards for Accrediting Virginia Public Schools (SOA), reconstitution is defined as a 
process that may be used to initiate a range of accountability actions to improve pupil performance, 
curriculum, and instruction to address deficiencies that caused a school to be rated Accreditation Denied 
that may include, but not be limited to, restructuring a school's governance, instructional program, staff 
or student population. 
 

Name of Division 
Name of School Requesting Rating of Partially 

Accredited: Reconstituted School 
Reconstitution Type 

Madison County 
Public Schools 

Madison Primary School  
(Paired School with Waverly Yowell Gr.PK-2) 

Governance and Instructional 
Program 

Madison County 
Public Schools 

Waverly Yowell Elementary School  
(Paired School with Madison Gr.3-5) 

Governance, Instructional 
Program and Staff 

 

Recommendations for a rating of Partially Accredited: Reconstituted School are the result of examining 
a preponderance of evidence, with Standards of Learning data being the strongest or leading evidence.  
In addition to application criteria (described in the paragraph below), the following broad areas are 
considered in the review process for the 2016-2017 requests for reconstitution. 

 Improvement outcome data/positive trends in data  
 New leadership in the building with a track record of success in improvement 
 Positive observations of capacity and commitment of the division to improvement 
 Evidence of experiencing an extreme set of circumstances with an outcome based plan to 

prevent/solve the problem for the coming year(s) 
 
Applications for reconstitution are reviewed focusing on student performance data, areas of 
reconstitution, and the rationale for the trajectory of progress expected.  The following criteria are used 
for the application review. 

 Demonstration of improvement in Standards of Learning achievement data in both warned and 
non-warned academic subjects (Did the data show improvement, decline, or have no change?) 

 Evidence of how the proposed reconstitution practices differ from the existing practices 
 Relevance of the anticipated impact of the proposed actions to the reconstitution plan 
 Expectations for measurable impact on student achievement 
 Clearly defined practices that ultimately improve student achievement 

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?000+reg+8VAC20-131-300
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 Presence of a reasonable and rigorous trajectory of expected measureable progress 
 Description of family engagement strategies for the school including the anticipated impact on 

student achievement 
 
Data for each school is included in Attachments A1-B1.  Each school’s attachment contains the school’s 
application for Partially Accredited: Reconstituted School and achievement data. 
 
Technical Assistance 
All schools granted ratings of Partially Accredited: Reconstituted School will participate in technical 
assistance sessions provided by the Office of School (OSI).  OSI technical assistance sessions for the 
2016-2017 school year will focus on the comprehensive needs assessment component of continuous 
school improvement planning. Additionally schools rated Partially Accredited: Reconstituted School 
will have triannual meetings with OSI, the support of an OSI contractor, and the opportunity to select 
from the newly developed OSI/VDOE Technical Assistance Menu.  Additional differentiated support 
will be provided as needs are identified through the development of the Reconstitution Agreement. 
 

Impact on Fiscal and Human Resources:  
The Office of School Improvement will use the academic review budget to fund contractors for the 
technical assistance sessions and any additional technical assistance. 
 
Timetable for Further Review/Action:    
Upon action by the Board of Education, school divisions with schools that are approved for a rating of 
Partially Accredited: Reconstituted School will be required to enter into an agreement with the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction that details the essential actions that must occur in 2016-2017 by 
January 31, 2017.  School divisions that are denied their requests for a rating of Partially Accredited: 

Reconstituted School will enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with the Board of Education 
which will be presented to the Board for first review November 17, 2016. 
 
Superintendent's Recommendation:  
The Superintendent of Public Instruction recommends that the Board of Education deny the requests for 
a rating of Partially Accredited: Reconstituted School from the Madison County School Board for the 
following schools: Madison Primary School and Waverly Yowell Elementary School.  School divisions 
that are denied their requests for a rating of Partially Accredited: Reconstituted School will enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Virginia Board of Education.  The MOU must be 
developed and signed by December 16, 2016. 

Rationale: Madison Primary School and Waverly Yowell Elementary School data do not demonstrate 
progress in student achievement. 
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State/Federal Accountability Data

Madison Primary

Madison County

Grades: PK - 02

Year Based on Statewide
Assessments in Accreditation Rating Area(s) not Meeting Benchmark

State Accountability - Accreditation Designation
Accreditation is based on assessments taken in the previous year.

2011-2012 2010-2011 Fully Accredited N/A

2012-2013 2011-2012 Fully Accredited N/A

2013-2014 2012-2013 Accredited with Warning Mathematics

2014-2015 2013-2014 Accredited with Warning English

2015-2016 2014-2015 Partially Accredited: Warned School-Pass Rate English

2016-2017 2015-2016 To Be Determined English, Science

School Pass Rates
Assessment Type

State Accreditation Pass Rates by Assessment Year

2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016

English Gr 3-5: 84% Gr 3-5: 90% *79% 64% 68% 67%

Mathematics 86% *80% 57% 74% 75% 79%

History and Social Sciences *Gr 3: 86%
*Gr 4-8: 92%

Gr 3: 81%
Gr 4-8: 93% 84% 80% 79% 77%

Science Gr 3: 90%
Gr 5-8: 77%

Gr 3: 79%
Gr 5-8: 93% *73% 72% 70% 69%

Graduation and Completion Index N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Federal Accountability Status

Year Based on Statewide
Assessments in Federal Rating Federal Status

2011-2012 2010-2011 Did Not Make AYP Title I - School Wide Program

2012-2013 2011-2012 Met All Federal AMOs Title I - School Wide Program

2013-2014 2012-2013 Improvement Plan Required Title I - School Wide Program

2014-2015 2013-2014 Improvement Plan Required Title I - School Wide Program

2015-2016 2014-2015 Title I Focus School Title I - School Wide Program

2016-2017 2015-2016 Improvement Plan Required Title I - School Wide Program

School Pass Rates
Assessment Type

Federal Accountability Pass Rates by Assessment Year

2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016

English: Reading 85% 88% *62% 61% 66% 64%

English: Writing 79% 93% 60% 64% N/A N/A

History and Social Sciences *89% 87% 84% 80% 79% 76%

Mathematics 86% *64% 53% 70% 71% 76%

Science 84% 86% *73% 58% 55% 69%

* This data reflects the first administration of new Standards of Learning assessments based on new content standards.
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State/Federal Accountability Data

Waverly Yowell Elementary

Madison County

Grades: 03 - 05

Year Based on Statewide
Assessments in Accreditation Rating Area(s) not Meeting Benchmark

State Accountability - Accreditation Designation
Accreditation is based on assessments taken in the previous year.

2011-2012 2010-2011 Fully Accredited N/A

2012-2013 2011-2012 Fully Accredited N/A

2013-2014 2012-2013 Accredited with Warning Mathematics

2014-2015 2013-2014 Accredited with Warning English

2015-2016 2014-2015 Partially Accredited: Warned School-Pass Rate English

2016-2017 2015-2016 To Be Determined English, Science

School Pass Rates
Assessment Type

State Accreditation Pass Rates by Assessment Year

2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016

English Gr 3-5: 84% Gr 3-5: 90% *79% 64% 68% 67%

Mathematics 86% *80% 57% 74% 75% 79%

History and Social Sciences *Gr 3: 86%
*Gr 4-8: 92%

Gr 3: 81%
Gr 4-8: 93% 84% 80% 79% 77%

Science Gr 3: 90%
Gr 5-8: 77%

Gr 3: 79%
Gr 5-8: 93% *73% 72% 70% 69%

Graduation and Completion Index N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Federal Accountability Status

Year Based on Statewide
Assessments in Federal Rating Federal Status

2011-2012 2010-2011 Did Not Make AYP Title I - School Wide Program

2012-2013 2011-2012 Met All Federal AMOs Title I - School Wide Program

2013-2014 2012-2013 Improvement Plan Required Title I - School Wide Program

2014-2015 2013-2014 Improvement Plan Required Title I - School Wide Program

2015-2016 2014-2015 Title I Focus School Title I - School Wide Program

2016-2017 2015-2016 Improvement Plan Required Title I - School Wide Program

School Pass Rates
Assessment Type

Federal Accountability Pass Rates by Assessment Year

2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016

English: Reading 85% 88% *62% 61% 66% 64%

English: Writing 79% 93% 60% 64% N/A N/A

History and Social Sciences *89% 87% 84% 80% 79% 76%

Mathematics 86% *64% 53% 70% 71% 76%

Science 84% 86% *73% 58% 55% 69%

* This data reflects the first administration of new Standards of Learning assessments based on new content standards.
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