Virginia Board of Education Agenda Item

Agenda Item: C Date: January 26, 2017

Final Review of Proposed Amendments to the Regulations Establishing the Standards
Title for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia, Parts I-VII (8VAC 20-131) (Proposed
Stage)
Presenter Dr. Cynthia A. Cave, Assistant Superintendent for Policy and Communications
E-mail Cynthia.Cave@doe.virginia.gov Phone (804) 225-2902

Purpose of Presentation:
Action required by state or federal law or regulation.

Previous Review or Action:

Previous review and action. Specify date and action taken below:
Date: September 22, 2016

Action: First Review (Proposed Stage)

Date: November 17, 2016

Action: Second Review (Proposed Stage)

Action Requested:
Final review: Action requested at this meeting.
January 26, 2017

Alignment with Board of Education Goals: Please indicate (X) all that apply:

X | Goal 1: Accountability for Student Learning

Goal 2: Rigorous Standards to Promote College and Career Readiness
X | Goal 3: Expanded Opportunities to Learn

Goal 4: Nurturing Young Learners

Goal 5: Highly Qualified and Effective Educators

X | Goal 6: Sound Policies for Student Success

Goal 7: Safe and Secure Schools

Other Priority or Initiative. Specify:

Background Information and Statutory Authority:
Goal 1: In promulgating these regulations, the Board of Education will establish the policies and
standards necessary to ensure accountability of student learning.

Goal 3: The Board will have the ability to expand opportunities to learn by developing policies that
promote a more flexible environment in which to create innovative instructional programs.

Goal 6: The regulations will provide the Board with the opportunity to develop and implement sound
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policies for student success by focusing on college and career readiness.

Section 22.1-253.13:3 of the Code of Virginia provides, in part:

The Board of Education shall promulgate regulations establishing standards for accreditation pursuant to
the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.), which shall include, but not be limited to, student
outcome measures, requirements, and guidelines for instructional programs and for the integration of
educational technology into such instructional programs, administrative and instructional staffing levels
and positions, including staff positions for supporting educational technology, student services, auxiliary
education programs such as library and media services, course and credit requirements for graduation
from high school, community relations, and the philosophy, goals, and objectives of public education in
Virginia....

Summary of Important Issues:

The Board of Education’s vision is to create a quality statewide system of public education that prepares
all students for success in the twenty-first century workplace, for realization of personal goals, and for
responsible contributions to the quality of civic life in our state, nation, and the world. The Board is
committed to advancing its vision and examining the conditions and needs of public education,
presenting them annually through a report to the General Assembly and the public. Through its adopted
policies, the Board conveys high standards for student learning and achievement in preparation for
graduation and life beyond high school. The Board’s ongoing work is the further development and
refinement of a system of accountability to define school quality and to support schools and school
divisions by promoting continuous improvement, providing assistance, and acknowledging progress.
The system of accountability is reflected in the Standards of Learning, the School Quality Profile, and
The Regulations Establishing the Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia, or more
commonly referred to as the Standards of Accreditation (SOA).

The SOA is comprised of sections, or parts, which specify requirements for students’ educational
preparation and for school quality. Part I provides definitions of terms used in the regulations and
statements of purpose for public education in Virginia and for the Standards of Accreditation. Part II
provides the Board’s philosophy, goals, and objectives, with the requirement that schools also have
written goals and objectives. Part III presents student achievement expectations for graduation,
including credits and requirements, and Part IV addresses instructional programs in elementary, middle,
and high schools. Part V defines roles and expectations for principals and professional teaching staff
aligned to Virginia standards and also staffing requirements for administrative and support staff, as well
as teaching loads. Part VI provides criteria for school facilities and addresses school safety. Part VII
provides requirements for school communications with parents and the community, and specifies
requirements for the School Quality Profile. Part VIII provides the basis for school accreditation, school
corrective actions, and school support.

In October, 2014, the Board held a work session to focus on an in-depth comprehensive examination of
the SOA in its entirety. The following month, the Board withdrew pending amendments to the SOA,
approved in 2013 and proceeding through the regulatory process, in favor of conducting a more
extensive review and consideration of revisions. From that time, the Board has conducted a section-by-
section evaluation of the regulations, including extensive public outreach and participation through
public comment, roundtables, and public hearings. Discussions of issues and proposals have taken
place, including the topics of the School Performance Report Card (renamed the School Quality Profile),
graduation requirements and the expected knowledge, skills, and competencies of a Virginia graduate,
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assessments, and accreditation. These proposed revisions to Parts I through VII are based on decisions
the Board has made throughout the comprehensive review. They were first reviewed by the Board at its
September 20, 2016 meeting. A second review took place at the Board’s November 17, 2016 meeting.
Proposed revisions to Part VIII are anticipated to be brought before the Board later this year.

Formal actions the Board has taken to amend the SOA prior to this proposal include the following: (1)
Notice of Intended Regulatory Action (NOIRA) on June 27, 2013; (2) amendments to the regulations
(Proposed Stage) addressing legislation from the 2012 and 2013 General Assembly on October 24,
2013; and (3) amendments to the regulations to comport with legislation passed by the General
Assembly under the Fast Track provisions of the Administrative Process Act. The separate fast track
regulatory action was taken for the sole purpose of addressing legislation that was approved by the
General Assembly during the 1999, 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 sessions.

During the 2016 legislative session, the Governor and the General Assembly supported the development
of a Profile of a Virginia Graduate through the introduction and adoption of legislation which directed
the Board to redefine the expectations of high school graduates in the Commonwealth. HB 895
(Greason) amended _§ 22.1-253.13:4.D of the Code to require the Board to develop and implement, in
consultation with stakeholders representing elementary and secondary education, higher education, and
business and industry in the Commonwealth and including parents, policymakers, and community
leaders in the Commonwealth, a Profile of a Virginia Graduate that identifies the knowledge and skills
that students should attain during high school in order to be successful contributors to the economy of
the Commonwealth, giving due consideration to critical thinking, creative thinking, collaboration,
communication, and citizenship (known as the 5 Cs).

The Profile has been developed by the Board of Education to describe the knowledge, skills,
competencies, and experiences students should attain during their K-12 education to make them “life-
ready.” The Profile presents and describes four overlapping areas for student learning and achievement
considered essential to success beyond high school. These are knowledge of subject areas based on
statewide standards and their application (content knowledge); demonstration of personal skills and
behaviors required for productivity, effective relationships, and problem-solving within one’s workplace
(workplace skills); understanding of the opportunities within civic organizations for service and
decision-making and responsibility for respectful interaction with others (community engagement and
civic responsibility); and individual participation in career exploration, planning, and preparation, based
on understanding of personal interests, skills, and abilities and the needs of the economy (career
exploration). Foundational skills for students to acquire and use in each of these areas are critical
thinking, creative thinking, collaboration, communication, and citizenship.

The proposed amendments to the SOA provide for implementation of the Profile, as well as further
policy changes identified by the Board as part of its comprehensive review. Proposed changes identified
by the Board include the following:

1. Expand the use of performance assessments and reduce the number of credits verified by
Standards of Learning tests—pages 18, 19, 21, 23, 25

2. Increase internships and work-based learning experiences—pages 5, 6, 18, 22, 23, 26, 34, 38,

and 44

Increase career exposure, exploration, and planning—pages 5, 34, 36, 42, and 44

4. Emphasize the 5Cs (critical thinking, creative thinking, collaboration, communication, and
citizenship)—pages 6, 18, 22, 26, 34, and 38

5. Instructional Leadership—pages 50-53

[98)
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6. School Quality Profile—page 58 - 59

The Board of Education accepted the proposed changes to regulations for first review at its September
2016 meeting and for second review at its November 2016 meeting.

Sections in Parts I-VII of the SOA are proposed to be amended as described in the chart below, which
includes highlighted changes proposed since the November 2016 Board meeting.

Part Section Proposed Changes
Part I: 8VAC20-131-5 Definition of the term Board of Education or board
Definitions and | Definitions added, as prescribed in the Constitution of Virginia and
Purpose the Code of Virginia, and the term board replaced
Board of Education, as appropriate, throughout the
document

Definition of “class period” revised for clarity

Definition of the term English Learner has been added
and the term English Language Learner has been
replaced throughout the document with the term
English Learner as now referenced in the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act

Reference to “limited English proficient” replaced with
“English Learner” in definition of “eligible students”
(and replaced throughout document)

Definition of “instructional day” added
Definition of “instructional hours” added

Definition of “locally developed authentic performance
assessment” added

Definition of the term planning period revised to mean
a segment of time in middle and secondary schools
during the instructional day that is unencumbered of
any teaching or supervisory duties, is not less than 45
minutes or the equivalent of a class period, whichever
is greater, and which includes passing time for class
changes.

Definition of the term planning time for elementary
teachers has been added in accordance with Code

Definition of “standard school year” revised to replace
“teaching” hours with “instructional”

Definition of “standard unit of credit” revised to reflect
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Part

Section

Proposed Changes

flexibility in Board of Education guidelines for local
school board alternatives to 140 clock hour
requirement

“Limited English Proficiency” replaced with “for
whom English is a second language” in definition of
“student”

Definition of “student periods™ deleted

Definition of “verified units of credit “revised to
include locally awarded verified credits awarded
according to Board of Education guidelines

Definition of “Virginia assessment program” edited to
replace “Standards of Learning” with “SOL” (and
replaced throughout document)

Part I1:
Philosophy,
Goals, and
Objectives

8VAC20-131-10
Purpose

8VAC20-131-20

Language added which shows that in addition to
educating students so that they attain essential
knowledge and skills related to citizenship, the mission
of the public education system is to educate students so
that they will be equipped for an informed and
successful private life

Language struck which referenced a high quality
education and revised to indicate that the SOA will
provide the foundation for the provision of a quality
public education

Expanded to add objectives of continual improvement
within accountability system; promotion and
recognition of school quality and achievement in
multiple areas; mastery of learning by graduating
students in multiple areas to include academics,
workplace skills, career planning, and civic and
community responsibility; inclusion of multiple areas
affecting the determination of effectiveness of schools

Reference added regarding citation in the Standards of
Quality (Standard 3)

Language added regarding factors affecting school
quality and continual improvement. Language added
addressing overall goals and objectives for student
learning, achievement, and preparation




Part

Section

Proposed Changes

Part I11:
Student
Achievement

8VAC20-131-30
Student
achievement
expectations

Reference to personnel development replaced with
professional staff development

Language added regarding preparation of graduates
who have explored and understand what opportunities
exist for them after high school and who have the
knowledge and abilities necessary for the next phase of
their lives as adults

Language added to show that the philosophy, goals,
and objectives of individual schools should reflect and
encompass the means by which both the Standards of
Learning and Standards of Accreditation are to be
achieved

Language added to clarify the Board’s objective in
promulgating these revised regulations: to provide an
education foundation that ensures students are ready to
be successful in a global economy, which includes a
changing and growing technology and social
transformation. Language added to show that the
Board is redesigning the public school experience so
that students will be adequately prepared for future
challenges

Language added which clarifies that the college-and
career-ready student will be expected to achieve and
apply appropriate academic and technical knowledge;
attain and demonstrate age-appropriate productive
workplace skills, qualities, and behavior; align
knowledge, skills, and personal interests with career
opportunities; and build connections for interactions
with diverse communities

Edits provided to replace “Board of Education” with
“board,” “Standards of Learning” with “SOL,” and
“Reading” with “reading”

Revision made to clarify that students who are
accelerated shall only take the test aligned with the
highest grade level, following instruction on the
content

Language added that expedited retakes of tests are an
exemption to the prohibition of students taking more
than one test in any content area in each year




Part

Section

Proposed Changes

Language referencing “with such funds as may be
appropriated by the General Assembly” deleted in
referencing to criteria for eligibility for an expedited
retake of any SOL test

Language added to specify Standards of Quality (SOQ)
requirement that any student failing all SOL
assessments for the relevant grade level in grades three
through eight or failing an end-of-course test required
for verified credit shall be required to receive
remediation

Language added to require a division superintendent to
certify that division policy prevents changes in
students’ course schedules to avoid end-of-course SOL
assessments

Language added to state that students shall not be
required to take an end-of-course SOL tests in a
subject after they have earned the number of verified
credits required for that academic content area for
graduation, unless the test is necessary in order for the
school to meet federal accountability requirements

Clarifying language added to assessments taken for
credit by foreign exchange students

8VAC20-131-50
Requirements for
graduation

(effective until the
2018-2019 school

year)

Included 8VAC20-131-50 (requirements for
graduation) in document for clarity, since the new
requirements (§VAC20-131-51) will be effective with
the ninth grade students who enter in the 2018-2019
school year

Provides language which shows, per the Standards of
Quality (§ 22.1-253.13:4), a computer science course
credit earned by students may be considered a science,
mathematics, or a carecer and technical education
course credit for a Standard or Advanced Studies
Diploma.

8VAC20-131-51
Requirements for
graduation
(effective with the
students who enter
the ninth grade in

Revised language to show that this section is effective
with the students who enter the ninth grade in the
2018-2019 school year

Revised and expanded language referencing
meaningful and rigorous opportunities--must be tied to
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Part

Section

Proposed Changes

the 2018-2019
school year)

instruction to achieve workplace skills through
internships, externships, credentialing, and blended
learning in accordance with department work-based
learning guidelines

Language added to specify provisions in Standard and
Advanced Studies Diplomas for multiple paths toward
college and career readiness; opportunities for
internships, externships, and credentialing, which may
be offered for high school credit

Deleted the language referencing “successful
contributors to the economy of the Commonwealth”
and added language “to be successful in the evolving
global economy whether immediately entering the
world of work or pursuing a post-secondary education”
Reference made to ninth grade class of 2018-2019 for
requirements for Standard Diploma

Provides language which shows, per the Standards of
Quality (§ 22.1-253.13:4), a computer science course
credit earned by students may be considered a science,
mathematics, or a carecer and technical education
course credit for a Standard or Advanced Studies
Diploma.

Under “requirements for a standard diploma,” added in
information about the standard unit of credit and the
verified unit of credit

Under “requirements for a standard diploma,” added in
language regarding local board option to develop
alternatives to the requirement for 140 clock hours of
instruction as provided in §VAC20-131-110 and in
accordance with Board guidelines

Verified credits required for Standard Diploma
reduced from 6 to 4, with elimination of the Student
Selected test, and reduction of verified credits in
English from 2 to 1

Edit to replace “Foreign” with “World” in reference to
language

Formatting changes made to delete footnotes and
replace them with a chart
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Part

Section

Proposed Changes

Deleted repetitive language under Discipline
Area/Specifications and summarized in one paragraph

Under specifications for discipline areas for the
revised specifications for laboratory science to include
interdisciplinary courses which incorporate SOL
content from multiple academic areas

For Standard Diploma and the Advanced Studies
Diploma, added the following:

e Students who do not pass SOL tests in English,
mathematics, laboratory science, or history and
social science may receive locally awarded
verified credits from the local school board in
accordance with criteria established in
guidelines adopted by the Board

e Students may receive locally awarded verified
credit in history and social science by
demonstrating mastery of the content on locally
developed authentic performance assessments.
Such students shall not also be required to take
the SOL tests in history and social science

Language added to reference requirements for Profile
of a Virginia Graduate, including the 5 Cs of creative
thinking, collaboration, critical thinking,
communication, and citizenship

Course requirement changes include: Elimination of
requirement for Standard diploma that selection of two
difference mathematics courses must include those
above level of Algebra II and replacement with
mathematics courses approved by the Board

Reference made to ninth grade class of 2018-2019 for
requirements for Advanced Studies Diploma

Language added to make specific references to SOQ
requirements for student completion of advanced
placement, honors, or International Baccalaureate
course or for the earning of a career and technical
education credential

Language added to make specific reference to the
acquisition and demonstration of 5 Cs as part of
Standard Diploma requirements
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Part

Section

Proposed Changes

Verified credits required for Advanced Studies
Diploma reduced from 9 to 4, with elimination of the
Student Selected test, and reduction of verified credits
in English, mathematics, laboratory science, and
history and social science from 2 to 1 each

Edit to replace “Foreign” with “World” in reference to
language

Formatting changes made to delete footnotes and
replace them with a chart

Deleted repetitive language under Discipline
Area/Specifications and summarized in one paragraph

For Standard Diploma and the Advanced Studies
Diploma, added the following:

e Students who do not pass SOL tests in English,
mathematics, laboratory science or history and
social science may receive locally awarded
verified credits from the local school board in
accordance with criteria established in
guidelines adopted by the Board

e Students may receive locally awarded verified
credit in history and social science by
demonstrating mastery of the content on locally
developed authentic performance assessments.
Such students shall not also be required to take
the SOL tests in history and social science

Language added to make specific references to SOQ
requirements for student completion of advanced
placement, honors, or International Baccalaureate
course or for the earning of a career and technical
education credential

Specific reference to acquisition and demonstration of
5 Cs added to Advanced Studies Diploma requirements

Headings have been added referencing the Applied
Studies Diploma and Certificate of Program
Completion. A new section F. referencing the
incorporation of General Achievement Diploma
regulations in to the Adult High School Programs
regulations has been added. Re-ordering the lettering
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Part

Section

Proposed Changes

of the sections follows.

Under the requirements for an applied studies diploma,
revised the language to show that these diplomas must
be awarded in accordance with state and federal
special education laws and regulations

Deleted the language regarding the Regulations
Governing the General Achievement Diploma (F) and
incorporated it into another paragraph with information
about Regulations Governing Adult High School
Programs which indicates that students who do not
qualify for diplomas may earn a high school
equivalency credential

Under requirements for awards for exemplary student
performance, revised the sentence regarding the
Governor’s Seal and the Board of Education Seal so
that they are written in parallel with the other sentences
in that subsection (H)

Language added to establish and provide criteria for
the Board of Education’s Seal for Excellence in
Science and the Environment

8VAC20-131-60
Transfer students

Added clarifying language which indicates that
students transferring into a Virginia public school prior
to the 2018-2019 school year shall be required to meet
the requirements prescribed in §VAC20-131-50 to
receive a Standard Diploma or an Advanced Studies
Diploma, except as provided by subsection G of this
section. Those transferring as of the 2018-2019 school
year must meet the requirements of §VAC20-131-51

Clarified what language is applicable to those students
entering prior to the 2018-2019 school year and those
entering as of that school year

Language added to reference verified credits listed in
section required for transferred students to earn and to
specify the tests to be accepted by school divisions
from a sending state, country, private school or
Department of Defense Educational Activity school for
the award of verified credit in courses previously
completed at another school or program of study,
according to specified criteria

Language added to provide that any substitute test
approved by the Board for verified credit shall be
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Part Section Proposed Changes
accepted in lieu of the applicable SOL if the applicable
standard credit has been earned by the student

Unnecessary language deleted with addition of
changes in F

Language amended to state that for the Standard and
Advanced Studies Diplomas, students entering a
Virginia high school for the first time during the ninth,
tenth, and the beginning of the eleventh grades shall
earn verified credits according to §VAC20-131-51

For a Standard Diploma, language amended to state
that transfer students entering a Virginia high school
for the first time during the eleventh grade or at the
beginning of the twelfth grade must earn two verified
credits instead of four: one each in English, one of the
student’s own choosing, or one earned through
required participation in mathematics testing as
determined by federal law

Part IV: School | 8VAC20-131-70 Edits provided to replace “Board of Education” with
Instructional Program of “board;” “foreign” with “world” when used with
Program instruction and language; “sciences” with “science” after “History and
learning objectives | Social Sciences”

New section is added to provide for the instruction and
educational objectives in the Standards of Quality,
Standard 1

New section is added to provide for the instructional
program and learning objectives provided through the
Profile of a Virginia Graduate. Added language to:

e Clarify that consistent with the Profile of a
Virginia Graduate, the instructional program
and learning objectives shall ensure, as age
appropriate, during the kindergarten through
grade 12 experience, students achieve and
apply appropriate career development and
technical knowledge. Amended proposal to
reference global economy

e Clarify that students in elementary and middle
school will explore personal interests, be
exposed to different types of careers, and plan
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Part

Section

Proposed Changes

for career development

e Clarify that in the later school years students
are to attain and demonstrate productive
workplace skills, qualities and behaviors; align
knowledge, skills, and personal interests with
career opportunities; and understand and
demonstrate civic responsibility and
community engagement

8VAC20-131-80
Instructional
program in
elementary schools

Language is added to reference the requirement for
elementary schools to provide instruction and
information concerning career exploration according to
8 VAC20-131-140 (College and career readiness;
career exposure, exploration, and planning)

Language is added to reference the requirements in the
Standards of Quality that local school boards provide
for early identification of reading and mathematics
problems of students and provide instructional
strategies for assistance and developments of reading
and mathematics skills

Language is added to reference the requirements in the
Standards of Quality that reading intervention services
should be provided by school divisions to students in
kindergarten through grade three who demonstrate
deficiencies in reading

8VAC20-131-90
Instructional
program in middle
schools

Revised language to show that each middle school
shall provide instruction in career investigation in
accordance with 8VAC20-131-140 and deleted “for
seventh grade students” (only)

Reference to provision of 140 clock hours in each of
the four academic disciplines is replaced with “a total
of 560 instructional” hours per year in the four
academic disciplines. Language regarding an
alternative schedule of instruction for sixth-grade
students is deleted

After revision, retained original language for middle
school provision of four electives in eighth grade

Section F. is added to require each school to ensure
that students who need targeted mathematics
remediation and intervention receive additional
instruction. Added language that schools are required
to provide students in grades six through eight who are
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Part

Section

Proposed Changes

at risk of failing the Algebra I end-of-course test with
algebra readiness intervention services

8VAC20-131-100
Instructional
program in
secondary schools

Language is added to require the provision of program
of instruction which encompasses the requirements of
the Profile of Virginia Graduate, including student
knowledge, skills, and competencies; the acquisition
and demonstration of the 5Cs; and the offering of
opportunities for internships, externships, and work-
based experiences, and credentialing

Language is added to reference student success in the
“evolving global economy, whether immediately
entering the world of work or pursuing a post-
secondary education... in accordance with §VAC20-
131-70 and the Profile of a Virginia Graduate.”

Added language as follows: “The secondary school
shall provide each student a program of instruction in
the four core academic areas of English, mathematics,
science, and history and social science that identify the
knowledge and skills that students should attain, giving
due consideration to critical thinking, creative
thinking, collaboration, communication, and
citizenship...”

Clarifying language is added to define class period in
equivalent minutes

Language is added to align with the requirement in the
Standards of Quality that each school shall ensure
targeted mathematics remediation and intervention for
those students who demonstrate deficiencies. Added
language to require that students in grade nine who are
at-risk of failing the Algebra I end-of-course test
(based on any diagnostic test approved by the
department) shall be provided algebra readiness
intervention services in accordance with the Standards
of Quality

8VAC20-131-110
Standard and
verified units of
credit

Revised language regarding the 140-clock-hour
requirement to show more flexibility

Revised language to provide that a school division may
waive the 140-clock-hour requirement for instruction
to earn a standard credit as prescribed in the Code of
Virginia and Board guidelines, effective with students
enrolled in the 2015-2016 school year
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Part

Section

Proposed Changes

Language is added that students who do not pass SOL
tests in English and mathematics and who meet Board
criteria may receive locally awarded verified credits
according to Board guidelines.

Language is added to specify that students may receive
locally awarded verified credit in history and social
science by demonstrating mastery of content on locally
developed authentic performance assessments.

Revised language to show the criteria for additional
tests approved by the Board must be “administered on
a statewide, multistate or international basis, or
administered as part of another state’s accountability
assessment program”

8VAC20-131-120
Summer School

“B” is deleted, and the remainder of the section re-
ordered

8VAC20-131-140
College and career
readiness; career
exposure,
exploration, and
planning; and
opportunities for
postsecondary
credit

Language has been added to specify the requirements
for implementation of career exposure, exploration,
and planning in elementary, middle, and high school as
framed in the Profile of a Virginia Graduate. This
includes identification by all students of personal
interests and abilities to support planning for
postsecondary opportunities and career preparation;
provision of information about career cluster areas in
elementary grades; course information and planning
for college preparation programs in middle grades; and
opportunities for internships and work-based learning.
Provisions for the Academic and Career Plan have
been expanded and rewritten

Addition of requirement for elementary school career
exploration, beginning with the Academic and Career
Plan Portfolio; middle school development of the
Academic and Career Plan through completion of a
career investigation course, including workplace
readiness skills; expansion of monitoring and use of
Academic and Career Plan in high school

International Baccalaureate or Cambridge courses have
been added to opportunities for middle school students

to begin postsecondary education

Included current language effective for Academic and
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Part

Section

Proposed Changes

Career Plan (ACP) until 2018-2019

Added language which clarified that, beginning in the
2018-2019 academic year, support to students shall
include provision of information concerning
exploration of career cluster areas in elementary
schools, and course information and planning for
college preparation programs, opportunities for
educational and academic experiences in and outside
the classroom, including internships and work-based
learning, and the multiple pathways to college and
career readiness in middle and high school

Added language to describe values such as
dependability and responsibility with reference to
information to be included in the elementary student’s
Academic and Career Plan Portfolio

8VAC20-131-150
Standard school
year and school
day

Language has been added to include 990 instructional
hours in the standard school year and to specify that
the standard school day includes passing time for class
changes

8VAC20-131-180
Off-site instruction

Since September draft, language regarding homebound
instruction re-ordered— now remains Section A

Language regarding alternative means of instruction
and language regarding virtual courses combined into
one section. Clarifying language regarding standard
and verified credits also added. Language regarding
correspondence courses deleted and replaced with
“virtual courses.”

Clarifying language has been added to this section on
homebound instruction to specify a Virginia
“teaching” license is to be held by the supervising
teacher and that verified units of credit may be earned
when the student passes the SOL test associated with
the completed course

Part V: School
and
Instructional
Leadership

8VAC20-131-190
Library, media,
materials and
equipment

8VAC20-131-200
Extracurricular and
other school
activities, recess

The word “resources” has been added to the list of
supports for the instructional program

Language added regarding legislative requirements for
current physical fitness program which shall be
available to all students with a goal of at least 150
minutes per week on average during the regular school
year. A program of physical activity is required,
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Part

Section

Proposed Changes

effective with the 2018-2019 school year. At that time
local school boards must provide a program of
physical activity for all students in grades kindergarten
through five consisting of at least 20 minutes per day
or an average of 100 minutes per week during the
regular school year and available to all students in
grades six through twelve with a goal of at least 150
minutes per week on average during the regular school
year

8VAC20-131-210
Role of the
principal

Revision of and expansion of section to reflect and
align with standards provided in Board’s Advancing
Virginia’s Leadership Agenda guidance document

Repetitive introductory paragraph deleted

8VAC20-131-220
Role of
professional
teaching staff

Language added to replace the words “language and
spelling” with “the use of Standard English”

Closure of the achievement gap among groups of
students added as area of aspiration and strengthening
of student skills

8VAC20-131-240
Administrative and
support staff;
staffing
requirements

Language added to replace “guidance” with “school”
in reference to counseling. Language added to require
staffing of school counselors as prescribed in the
Standards of Quality

Sections revised to redefine a middle school classroom
teacher’s standard load and a secondary classroom
teacher’s standard load, including no more than the
instructional day minus one planning period per day or
the equivalent; to delete references to student periods;
and to require appropriate contractual arrangements
and compensation for more than 150 students or 25
class periods per week

Revised to eliminate references to student periods and
specify that middle or secondary school teachers shall
teach no more than 150 students per week, with
physical education and music teachers able to teach
200 students per week without additional contractual
arrangements and compensation

Revised to clarify and reference definition of planning
period and update terminology. Language added to
specify that each elementary classroom teacher shall be
provided at least an average of 30 minutes per day
during the students' school week as planning time
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Part

Part VI: School
Facilities and
Safety

Part VII:

School and
Community
Communications

Section

8VAC20-131-260
School facilities
and safety

8VAC20-131-270
School and
community
communications

Proposed Changes

Language revised to require a fire drill at least twice
during the first 20 school days and two additional fire
drills during the remainder of the school term.
Language removed to require two simulated lock down
drills and crisis emergency evacuation activities each
school year in September and January and replaced
with requirement to conduct a lock-down drill at least
twice during the first 20 school days of school and at
least two additional lock-down drills during the
remainder of the school term

Revisions made to reference the School Quality Profile
and delete School “Performance Report Card”

Language added to specify categories of indicators and
information required by the board to be included in the
School Quality Profile

Change made from the September draft to delete
language regarding notification to parents about
sexually explicit instructional materials and parental
options. This language has been moved to the
Regulations Governing Local School Boards and
School Divisions.

Impact on Fiscal and Human Resources: The administrative impact required in promulgating these
regulations will be absorbed within existing resources.

Timetable for Further Review/Action: The timetable for further action shall be governed by the
requirements of the Administrative Process Act.

Superintendent's Recommendation: The Superintendent of Public Instruction recommends that the
Board of Education receive the proposed revisions to the Regulations Establishing Standards for
Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia, Parts I-VII, for final review and for further action as governed
by the requirements of the Administrative process Act.

Rationale: The revision of Parts I-VII of the Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public
Schools in Virginia represents the careful review and consideration of the existing language, current
educational needs, Code of Virginia requirements for the Profile of a Graduate, and stakeholder
participation.



Chapter 131. Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia

Part I
Definitions and Purpose

&VAC20-131-5. Definitions.

The following words and terms apply only to these regulations and do not supersede those
definitions used for federal reporting purposes or for the calculation of costs related to the
Standards of Quality (§ 22.1-253.13:1 et seq. of the Code of Virginia). When used in these
regulations, these words shall have the following meanings, unless the context clearly indicates
otherwise:

"Accreditation" means a process used by the Virginia Department of Education (hereinafter
"department") to evaluate the educational performance of public schools in accordance with
these regulations.

"Additional test" means a test, including substitute tests approved by the Board-efEducation
board that students may use in lieu of a Standards of Learning test to obtain verified credit.

“Board of Education” or “board” means the board responsible for the general supervision of
Virginia’s public schools as prescribed in the Constitution of Virginia at Article VIII, § 4 and
§ 22.1-8 of the Code of Virginia.

"Class period" means a segment of time # during the seheel instructional day that is allocated
to lessons, courses, testing and assessments or other instructional activities and excludes

homeroom appreximately1/6-of the-instructional-day.

"Combined school" means a public school that contains any combination of or all of the grade
levels from kindergarten through grade 12. This definition does not include those schools defined
as elementary, middle, or secondary schools.

"Credit accommodations" means adjustments to meet the standard and verified credit
requirements for earning a Standard Diploma for students with disabilities.

"Elementary school" means a public school with any grades kindergarten through five.

"Eligible students" means the total number of students of school age enrolled in the school at a
grade or course for which a Standards of Learning test is required unless excluded under the
provisions of 8VAC20-131-30 G and 8VAC20-131-280 D relative to Hmited-Enghsh-proficient
(EEP) English-Language Learner{ELL) English Learner students.

“English Learner”or “EL’ means, as prescribed in the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act, an individual (a) who is aged three through 21: (b) who is enrolled or preparing to enroll
in an elementary school or secondary school; (c) who was not born in the United States or

Yellow represent changes from the November 2016 meeting.



whose native language is a language other than English; (d) who is a Native American or
Alaska native, or a native resident of the outlying areas; and (e) who comes from an
environment where a language other than English has had a significant impact on the
individual’s level of English language proficiency; or (f) who is migratory, whose native
language is a language other than English, and who comes from an environment where a
language other than English is dominant; and (g) whose difficulties in speaking, reading,
writing, or understanding the English language may be sufficient to deny the individual the
ability to meet the challenging state academic standards; the ability to successfully achieve in
classrooms where the language of instruction is English; or the opportunity to participate fully

in society.

"Enrollment" means the act of complying with state and local requirements relative to the
registration or admission of a child for attendance in a school within a local school division. This
term also means registration for courses within the student's home school or within related
schools or programs.

"First time" means the student has not been enrolled in the school at any time during the current
school year (for purposes of 8VAC20-131-60 with reference to students who transfer in during
the school year).

"Four core areas" or "four core academic areas" means English, mathematics, science, and
history and social science for purposes of testing for the Standards of Learning.

"Graduate" means a student who has earned a Beard-of Edueation board recognized diploma,
which includes the Advanced Studies Diploma, the Standard Diploma, and the Applied Studies
Diploma.

"Homebound instruction" means academic instruction provided to students who are confined at
home or in a health care facility for periods that would prevent normal school attendance based
upon certification of need by a licensed physician or a licensed clinical psychologist.

“Instructional day” means all the time in a standard school day, from the beginning of the
first scheduled class period to the end of the last scheduled class period, including passing
time for class changes and excluding breaks for meals and recess.

“Instructional hours” means the hours in a standard school day, from the beginning of the
first scheduled class period to the end of the last scheduled class period, including passing
time for class changes and excluding breaks for meals and recess.

"Locally awarded verified credit" means a verified unit of credit awarded by a local school board
in accordance with 8VAC20-131-110.



“Locally developed authentic performance assessment” means a test developed by a local
school board in accordance with Beard-efEducation board guidelines that requires students
to perform a task or create a product that is typically scored using a rubric. A locally
developed authentic performance assessment may be used to award confer locally awarded
verified credit in accordance with the provisions of 8VAC20-131-110.

"Middle school" means a public school with any grades 6 through 8.

"Planning period" means a segment of time in middle and secondary schools during the
instructional day that is unencumbered of any teaching or supervisory duties, eguals-ene-class
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increments-ofnotlessthan 55-45-minutes is not less than 45 minutes or the equivalent of a
class period, whichever is greater, and which includes passing time for class changes.

“Planning time” means a segment of time for elementary teachers which provides at least an
average of 30 minutes per day for planning during the student’s school week as provided in
the Code of Virginia.

"Recess" means a segment of free time exclusive of time provided for meals during the standard
school day in which students are given a break from instruction.

"Reconstitution" means a process that may be used to initiate a range of accountability actions to
improve pupil performance, curriculum, and instruction to address deficiencies that caused a
school to be rated Accreditation Denied that may include, but not be limited to, restructuring a
school's governance, instructional program, staff or student population.

"School" means a publicly funded institution where students are enrolled for all or a majority of
the instructional day and:

1. Those students are reported in fall membership at the institution; and

2. At a minimum, the institution meets the preaccreditation eligibility requirements of these
regulations as adopted by the Board-efEducation board.

"Secondary school" means a public school with any grades 9 through 12.

"Standard school day" means a calendar day that averages at least five and one-half instructional
hours for students in grades 1 through 12, excluding breaks for meals and recess, and a minimum
of three instructional hours for students in kindergarten.

"Standard school year" means a school year of at least 180 teaching days or a total of at least 990
teaching instructional hours per year, as specified in 8 22.1-98 of the Code of Virginia.




"Standard unit of credit" or "standard credit" means credit awarded for a course in which the
student successfully completes 140 clock hours of instruction and the requirements of the course.
Local school boards may develop alternatives to the requirement for 140 clock hours of
instruction as provided for in 8VAC20-131-110 and in accordance with Beard-of Education
board guidelines.

"Standards of Learning tests" or "SOL tests" means those criterion referenced assessments
approved by the Board-eofEducation board for use in the Virginia assessment program that
measure attainment of knowledge and skills required by the Standards of Learning.

"Student" means a person of school age as defined by § 22.1-1 of the Code of Virginia, a child
with disabilities as defined in § 22.1-213 of the Code of Virginia, and a person with-Hmited
English-preficieney-for whom English is a second language in accordance with § 22.1-5 of the

Code of Virginia.

"Verified unit of credit" or "verified credit" means credit awarded for a course in which a student

earns a standard unit of credit and achieves a passing score on a corresponding end-of-course
SOL test or an additional test approved by the Beard-of Edueation board as part of the Virginia
assessment program or a locally awarded verified credit awarded conferred in accordance with
Beard-of Edueation board guidelines.

"Virginia assessment program" means a system used to evaluate student achievement that
includes Standards-ofLearning SOL tests and additional tests that may be approved from time to
time by the Beard-efEdueation board.

Statutory Authority
§§ 22.1-16 and 22.1-253.13:3 of the Code of Virginia.
Historical Notes

Derived from Virginia Register Volume 22, Issue 24, eff. September 7, 2006; amended, Virginia
Register Volume 25, Issue 21, eff. July 31, 2009; Volume 31, Issue 5, eff. December 3, 2014;
Volume 31, Issue 26, eff. October 8, 2015.

8VAC20-131-10. Purpose.

The foremost purpose of public education in Virginia is to provide children with a quality
education giving them opportunities to meet their fullest potential in life. The standards for the
accreditation of public schools in Virginia are designed to ensure that an effective educational
program is established and maintained in Virginia's public schools. The mission of the public
education system is to educate students in the essential academie knowledge and skills in order



that they may be equipped for citizenship, work, and & an informed and successful private life
thatis-informed-and-free. The-acereditation-standards:

The Standards of Accreditation provide the foundation for the provision of an-exceHent a high
guality public education within a system of accountability and continual improvement. They
are intended to:

1. Provide an essential foundation of educational programs of high quality in all schools for all
students.

2. Encourage and promote school qualltv and acknowledge achievement and contmuous

improvement Improvements aned-a
stadentachievement-by schools and school divisions in multlple areas.

3. Foster public confidence that graduating students have mastered multiple areas of
learning to include academic subjects, workplace skills, career exploration and planning,
and civic and community responsibility.

4. Assure recognition of Virginia's public schools by other institutions of learning.

5. Establish a the means of determining the effectiveness of schools as prescribed in the
Standards of Quality at § 22.1-253.13:3 of the Code of Virginia, including student learning:
and progress and student outcomes i for multiple areas affecting school quality.

Section 22.1-253.13:3 B of the Code of Virginia requires the Virginta-Board-of Education
thereinafter “board™) board promulgate regulations establishing standards for accreditation,
which shall include, but not be limited to, student outcome measures, requirements and
guidelines for instructional programs and for the integration of educational technology into
such instructional programs, administrative and instructional staffing levels and positions,
including staff positions for supporting educational technology, student services, auxiliary
education programs such as library and media services, course and credit requirements for
graduation from high school, community relations, and the philosophy, goals, and objectives
of public education in Virginia.

The statutory authority for these regulations is delineated in § 22.1-19 of the Code of Virginia,
which includes the requirement that the board shall provide for the accreditation of public
elementary, middle and secondary schools in accordance with regulations prescribed by it.

These regulations govern public schools operated by local school boards providing instruction to
students as defined in 8VAC20-131-5. Other schools licensed under other state statutes are
exempt from these requirements.

Statutory Authority

§§ 22.1-16 and 22.1-253.13:3 of the Code of Virginia.



Historical Notes

Derived from Virginia Register Volume 14, Issue 1, eff. October 29, 1997; amended, Virginia
Register Volume 16, Issue 25, eff. September 28, 2000; Volume 22, Issue 24, eff. September 7,
2006; Volume 31, Issue 26, eff. October &, 2015.

Part II
Philosophy, Goals, and Objectives

8VAC20-131-20. Philosophy, goals, and objectives.

A. Achieving school guality and continuous improvement are accomplishments dependent
upon multiple factors, including instruction, leadership, learning environment, persennel
professional staff development, student supports, parent and community engagement, and
continual evaluation of outcomes. Goals and objectives to be achieved through these and
other areas include student opportunities for_persenalized learning, closure of achievement
gaps, reduction of the dropout rate, increased graduation rates, and student mastery beyond
minimum requirements.

Preparation of all students should result in graduates who have a-purpese-tmind; explored
and understand what opportunities exist for them after high school and have the-and
knowledge and abilities in-placeforthe nextphasesof their developmentas-adults necessary
for the next phase of their lives as adults. Students should attain essential knowledge and
skills in order that they may be equipped for citizenship, understand and meet expectations for
work, gain and apply knowledge, and plan and achieve personal life goals. In addition to
academic and technical knowledge, their education should encompass mastery of creative and
critical thinking, analysis and problem solving, and the development of personal attributes
such as communication and collaboration skills, dependability, and persistence.

The philosophy, goals, and objectives of individual schools should reflect and encompass the
means by which the statewide standards Standards of Learning and Standards of
Accreditation are to be achieved.

The board’s objective is to provide an educational foundation that ensures students are ready
to be successful in a global economy, which includes changing and growing technology and
social transformation. Families, students, employers, representatives from institutions of
higher education, and educators have all expressed concerns about adequate preparation of
Virginia’s students for the future. In addition to appropriate content knowledge, stakeholders
have asked that graduates be prepared with skills and attributes such as critical thinking,
creative thinking, communication, collaboration, and citizenship, in order to be prepared to be
successful in life and competitive in the work world. In response, the board is redesigning the
public school experience for Virginia’s students so that they will be adequately prepared for
the future challenges they face.




In Virginia, as a student progresses through elementary, middle, and secondary school, the
college- and career-ready student will be expected to achieve and apply appropriate academic
and technical knowledge; attain and demonstrate age-appropriate productive workplace skKills,
gualities, and behavior; align knowledge, skills, and personal interests with career and civic
opportunities; and build connections for interactions with diverse communities.

A= B. Each school shall have a current philosophy, goals, and objectives that shall serve as the
basis for all policies and practices and shall be developed using the following criteria:

1. The philosophy, goals, and objectives shall be developed with the advice of professional
and lay people who represent the various populations served by the school and in
consideration of the needs of the community and shall serve as a basis for the creation and
review of the biennial school plan.

2. The school's philosophy, goals and objectives shall be consistent with the Standards of
Quality.

3. The goals and objectives shall (i) be written in plain language so as to be understandable to
noneducators, including parents; (ii) to the extent possible, be stated in measurable terms; and
(iii) consist primarily of measurable objectives to raise student and school achievement in the
core academic areas of the Standards-ofLearning{SOL) SOL, to improve student and staff
attendance, to reduce student drop-out rates, to increase graduation rates, and to increase the
quality of instruction through professional staff development and licensure.

4. The school staff and community representatives shall review annually the extent to which
the school has met its prior goals and objectives, analyze the school's student performance data
including data by grade level or academic department as necessary, and report these outcomes
to the division superintendent and the community in accordance with local school board
policy. This report shall be in addition to the school report card required by §VAC20-131-270
B.

B-C. Copies of the school's philosophy, goals and objectives shall be available upon request.
Statutory Authority

§§ 22.1-19 and 22.1-253.13:3 of the Code of Virginia.

Historical Notes

Derived from Virginia Register Volume 14, Issue 1, eff. October 29, 1997; amended, Virginia
Register Volume 16, Issue 25, eff. September 28, 2000; Volume 22, Issue 24, eff. September 7,
2006.



Part 111
Student Achievement

8VAC20-131-30. Student achievement expectations.

A. Each student should learn the relevant grade level/course subject matter before promotion to
the next grade. The division superintendent shall certify to the Department of Education that the
division's promotion/retention policy does not exclude students from membership in a grade, or
participation in a course, in which SOL tests are to be administered. Each school shall have a
process, as appropriate, to identify and recommend strategies to address the learning, behavior,
communication, or development of individual children who are having difficulty in the
educational setting.

B. In kindergarten through eighth grade, where the administration of Virginia assessment
program tests are required by the Beard-efEdueation board, each student shall be expected to
take the tests following instruction. +stadents Students who are accelerated shall take the-tests-of

allqned W|th the highest grade level, foIIowmq instruction in the content. No student shall take
more than one test in any content area in each year, except in the case of expedited retake(s) as
provided for in this section. Schools shall use the Virginia assessment program test results in
kindergarten through eighth grade as part of a set of multiple criteria for determining the
promotion or retention of students. Students promoted to high school from eighth grade should
have attained basic mastery of the Standards of Learning in English, history and social science,
mathematics, and science and should be prepared for high school work. Students shall not be
required to retake the Virginia assessment program tests unless they are retained in grade and
have not previously passed the related tests.

board shall pr0V1de the same criteria for e11g1b111ty for an expedited retake of any Standards-ef
Eearning SOL test, with the exception of the writing Standards-efLearning SOL tests, to each

student regardless of grade level or course.

C. In kindergarten through grade 12, students may participate in a remediation recovery program
as established by the board in English (Reading reading) or mathematics or both.

D. The board recommends that students in kindergarten through grade 8 not be required to attend
summer school or weekend remediation classes solely based on failing a SOL test in science or
history/and social science. However, any student who fails to achieve a passing score on all
SOL assessments for the relevant grade level in grades three through eight shall be required to
attend a remediation program or to participate in another form of remediation. et Further,
any student who fails an end-of-course test required for the award of a verified unit of credit
shall be required to attend a remediation program or to participate in another form of
remediation.




E. Each student in middle and secondary schools shall take all applicable end-of-course SOL
tests following course instruction. The division superintendent shall certify to the Department
of Education that the division's policy for dropping courses ensures that students’ course
schedules are not changed to avoid end-of-course SOL tests. Students who achieve a passing
score on an end-of-course SOL test shall be awarded a verified unit of credit in that course in
accordance with the provisions of 8VAC20-131-110. Students may earn verified units of credit
in any courses for which end-of-course SOL tests are available. Students shall not be required to
take an end-of-course SOL test in an academic subject after they have earned the number of
verified credits required for that academic content area for graduation, unless such test is
necessary in order for the school to meet federal accountability requirements. Middle and
secondary schools may consider the student's end-of-course SOL test score in determining the
student's final course grade. However, no student who has failed an end-of-course SOL test but
passed the related course shall be prevented from taking any other course in a content area and
from taking the applicable end-of-course SOL test. The board may approve additional tests to
verify student achievement in accordance with guidelines adopted for verified units of credit
described in 8VAC20-131-110.

F. Participation in the Virginia assessment program by students with disabilities shall be
prescribed by provisions of their Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 504 Plan. All
students with disabilities shall be assessed with appropriate accommodations and alternate
assessments where necessary.

G. Albstadents Any student identified as hmited-English-proficient-(EEP) an English-Language
Learner{ELL) English Learner (EL) shall participate in the Virginia assessment program. A

school-based committee shall convene and make determinations regarding the participation level
of EEP ELL (EL) students in the Virginia assessment program. In kindergarten through eighth
grade, limited-Englishprofietent ELE EL students may be granted a one-time exemption from
SOL testing in the areas of writing, setenee; and history and social science.

H. Students identified as foreign exchange students taking courses for credit shall be required to
take the relevant Virginia assessment program tests, as specified in subsection E of this section.
Foreign exchange students who are auditing courses and who will not receive a standard unit of
credit for such courses shall not be required to take the Standards-eflearning SOL tests for those
courses.

Statutory Authority
§§ 22.1-16 and 22.1-253.13:3 of the Code of Virginia.
Historical Notes

Derived from Virginia Register Volume 14, Issue 1, eff. October 29, 1997; amended, Virginia
Register Volume 16, Issue 25, eff. September 28, 2000; Volume 22, Issue 24, eff. September 7,
2006; Volume 25, Issue 21, eff. July 31, 2009; Volume 31, Issue 26, eff. October 8, 2015.



8VAC20-131-40. [Repealed]
Historical Notes

Derived from Virginia Register Volume 14, Issue 1, eff. October 29, 1997; amended, Virginia
Register Volume 16, Issue 25, eff. September 28, 2000; repealed, Virginia Register Volume 22,
Issue 24, eff. September 7, 2006.

8VAC20-131-50. Requirements for Graduation. (Effective until the 2018-2019 school year)

A. The requirements for a student to earn a diploma and graduate from a Virginia high school
shall be those in effect when that student enters the ninth grade for the first time. Students shall
be awarded a diploma upon graduation from a Virginia high school.

The Advanced Studies Diploma shall be the recommended diploma for students pursuing
baccalaureate study. Both the Standard Diploma and the Advanced Studies Diploma shall
prepare students for postsecondary education and the career readiness required by the

Commonwealth's economy.

When students below the ninth grade successfully complete courses offered for credit in grades 9
through 12, credit shall be counted toward meeting the standard units required for graduation
provided the courses are equivalent in content and academic rigor as those courses offered at the
secondary level. To earn a verified unit of credit for these courses, students must meet the
requirements of §VAC20-131-110.

The following requirements shall be the only requirements for a diploma, unless a local school
board has prescribed additional requirements that have been approved by the Board-of
Edueation board. All additional requirements prescribed by local school boards that have been
approved by the Board-ofEducation board remain in effect until such time as the local school

board submits a request to the board to amend or discontinue them.
B. Requirements for a Standard Diploma.

1. Beginning with the ninth-grade class of 2013-2014 and beyond, students shall earn the
required standard and verified units of credit described in subdivision 2 of this subsection.

2. Credits required for graduation with a Standard Diploma.

L Standard Units of Verified Credits
Discipline Area : : )
Credit Required Required
English 4 2
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Mathematics' 3 1

Laboratory Science** 3 1
History and Social Sciences™ 3 1
Health and Physical Education 2

Foreign Language, Fine Arts or Career and 5

Technical Education’

Economics and Personal Finance 1

Electives* 4

Student Selected Test’ 1
Career and Technical Education

Credential®

Total’ 22 6

'Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include at least two different course
selections from among: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra, Functions, and Data Analysis,
Algebra II, or other mathematics courses above the level of Algebra I1. The board shall
approve courses to satisfy this requirement. Per the Standards of Quality, a computer
science course credit earned by students may be considered a mathematics course credit.

’Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include course selections from at least
two different science disciplines: earth sciences, biology, chemistry, or physics, or
completion of the sequence of science courses required for the International Baccalaureate
Diploma. The board shall approve courses to satisfy this requirement. Per the Standards of
Quiality, a computer science course credit earned by students may be considered a science
course credit.

*Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include U.S. and Virginia History, U.S.
and Virginia Government, and one course in either world history or geography or both. The
board shall approve courses to satisfy this requirement.

“Courses to satisfy this requirement shall include at least two sequential electives as required
by the Standards of Quality.

11




°A student may utilize additional tests for earning verified credit in computer science,
technology, career and technical education, economics or other areas as prescribed by the
board in §VAC20-131-110.

*Students who complete a career and technical education program sequence and pass an
examination or occupational competency assessment in a career and technical education
field that confers certification or an occupational competency credential from a recognized
industry, or trade or professional association, or acquires a professional license in a career
and technical education field from the Commonwealth of Virginia may substitute the
certification, competency credential, or license for (i) the student-selected verified credit and
(11) either a science or history and social science verified credit when the certification,
license, or credential confers more than one verified credit. The examination or occupational
competency assessment must be approved by the Board of Education as an additional test to
verify student achievement.

"Pursuant to § 22.1-253.13:4 of the Code of Virginia, credits earned for this requirement
shall include one credit in fine or performing arts or career and technical education. Per the
Standards of Quality, a computer science course credit earned by students may be
considered a career and technical education course credit.

*Students shall earn a career and technical education credential approved by the Board of
Education, except when a career and technical education credential in a particular subject
area is not readily available or appropriate or does not adequately measure student
competency, in which case the student shall receive satisfactory competency-based
instruction in the subject area to satisfy the standard diploma requirements. The career and
technical education credential, when required, could include the successful completion of an
industry certification, a state licensure examination, a national occupational competency
assessment, or the Virginia workplace readiness assessment.

*Students shall successfully complete one virtual course, which may be a noncredit-bearing
course or a required or elective credit-bearing course that is offered online.

Beginning with first-time ninth-grade students in the 2016-2017 school year, students shall
be trained in emergency first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and the use of automated
external defibrillators, including hands-on practice of the skills necessary to perform
cardiopulmonary resuscitation. Students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or
504 Plan which documents that they cannot successfully complete this training shall be
granted a waiver from this graduation requirement, as provided in 8VAC20-131-350.
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3. Beard-of-Education board shall establish, through guidelines, credit accommodations to
the standard and verified credit requirements for a Standard Diploma. Such credit

accommodations for students with disabilities may include:

a. Approval of alternative courses to meet the standard credit requirements;

b. Modifications to the requirements for local school divisions to award locally awarded verified

credits;

c. Approval of additional tests to earn a verified credit;

d. Adjusted cut scores required to earn verified credit; and

e. Allowance of work-based learning experiences.

The student's Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 504 Plan would specify any credit

accommodations that would be applicable for the student.

Students completing the requirements for the Standard Diploma may be eligible to receive an

honor deemed appropriate by the local school board as described in subsection H of this

section.

C. Requirements for an Advanced Studies Diploma.

1. Beginning with the ninth-grade class of 2013-2014 and beyond, students shall earn the

required standard and verified units of credit described in subdivision 2 of this subsection.

2. Credits required for graduation with an Advanced Studies Diploma.

Discipline Area Stand?rd Uni.ts of Verified ?redits
Credit Required Required

English 4 2
Mathematics' 4 2
Laboratory Science? 4 2
History and Social Sciences’ 4 2
Foreign Language* 3

Health and Physical Education 2
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Fine Arts or Career and Technical

Education® :

Economics and Personal Finance 1

Electives 3

Student Selected Test®* 1
Total® 26 9

'Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include at least three different course
selections from among: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, or other mathematics courses
above the level of Algebra II. The board shall approve courses to satisfy this requirement.
Per the Standards of Quality, a computer science course credit earned by students may be
considered a mathematics course credit.

2Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include course selections from at least
three different science disciplines from among: earth sciences, biology, chemistry, or
physics or completion of the sequence of science courses required for the International
Baccalaureate Diploma. The board shall approve additional courses to satisfy this
requirement. Per the Standards of Quality, a computer science course credit earned by
students may be considered a science course credit.

‘Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include U.S. and Virginia History, U.S.
and Virginia Government, and two courses in either world history or geography or both. The
board shall approve additional courses to satisfy this requirement.

‘Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include three years of one language or

two years of two languages.

® Per the Standards of Quality, a computer science course credit earned by students may
be considered a career and technical education course credit.

®A student may utilize additional tests for earning verified credit in computer science,
technology, career and technical education, economics or other areas as prescribed by the
board in 8VAC20-131-110.

#ZStudents shall successfully complete one virtual course, which may be a noncredit-bearing
course, or may be a course required to earn this diploma that is offered online.

14
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Students completing the requirements for the Advanced Studies Diploma may be eligible to
receive an honor deemed appropriate by the local school board as described in subsection H of
this section.

Beginning with first-time ninth-grade students in the 2016-2017 school year, students shall be
trained in emergency first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and the use of automated external
defibrillators, including hands-on practice of the skills necessary to perform cardiopulmonary
resuscitation. Students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 504 Plan which
documents that they cannot successfully complete this training shall be granted a waiver from
this graduation requirement, as provided in 8VAC20-131-350.

D. In accordance with the requirements of the Standards of Quality, students with disabilities
who complete the requirements of their Individualized Education Program (IEP) and do not meet
the requirements for other diplomas shall be awarded Applied Studies Diplomas.

E. In accordance with the requirements of the Standards of Quality, students who complete
prescribed programs of studies defined by the local school board but do not qualify for a
Standard Diploma, an Advanced Studies Diploma, or an Applied Studies Diploma shall be
awarded Certificates of Program Completion. The requirements for Certificates of Program
Completion are developed by local school boards in accordance with the Standards of Quality.

F. In accordance with the provisions of the compulsory attendance law and 8VAC20-30,
Regulations Governing Adult High School Programs, students who do not qualify for diplomas
may earn a high school equivalency credential.

G. At a student's request, the local school board shall communicate or otherwise make known to
institutions of higher education, potential employers, or other applicable third parties, in a
manner that the local school board deems appropriate, that a student has attained the state's
academic expectations by earning a Virginia diploma and that the value of such a diploma is not
affected in any way by the accreditation status of the student's school.

H. Awards for exemplary student performance. Students who demonstrate academic excellence
and/or outstanding achievement may be eligible for one or more of the following awards:

1. The Governor’s Seal will be be awarded to students Students who complete the
requirements for an Advanced Studies Diploma with an average grade of "'B"" or better, and
successfully complete college-level coursework that will earn the student at least nine
transferable college credits in Advanced Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB),
Cambridge, or dual enrollment courses shalreceive the Governor's-Seal-onthe diploma.
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2. The Board of Education Seal will be awarded to Students students who complete the
requirements for a Standard Diploma or an Advanced Studies Diploma with an average

grade of ""A"" shall receive-aBoard-of Education-Seal-on-thediploma.

3. The Board of Education's Career and Technical Education Seal will be awarded to students
who earn a Standard Diploma or an Advanced Studies Diploma and complete a prescribed
sequence of courses in a career and technical education concentration or specialization that
they choose and maintain a "B" or better average in those courses; or (i) pass an examination
or an occupational competency assessment in a career and technical education concentration
or specialization that confers certification or occupational competency credential from a
recognized industry, trade or professional association or (ii) acquire a professional license in
that career and technical education field from the Commonwealth of Virginia. The Board-of
Edueation board shall approve all professional licenses and examinations used to satisfy these
requirements.

4. The Board of Education's Seal of Advanced Mathematics and Technology will be awarded
to students who earn either a Standard Diploma or an Advanced Studies Diploma and (i)
satisfy all of the mathematics requirements for the Advanced Studies Diploma (four units of
credit including Algebra II; two verified units of credit) with a "B" average or better; and (ii)
either (a) pass an examination in a career and technical education field that confers
certification from a recognized industry, or trade or professional association; (b) acquire a
professional license in a career and technical education field from the Commonwealth of
Virginia; or (c) pass an examination approved by the board that confers college-level credit in
a technology or computer science area. The Board-of Education board shall approve all
professional licenses and examinations used to satisfy these requirements.

5. The Board of Education's Seal for Excellence in Civics Education will be awarded to
students who earn either a Standard Diploma or an Advanced Studies Diploma and (i)
complete Virginia and United States History and Virginia and United States Government
courses with a grade of "B" or higher; (ii) have good attendance and no disciplinary infractions
as determined by local school board policies; and (iii) complete 50 hours of voluntary
participation in community service or extracurricular activities. Activities that would satisfy
the requirements of clause (ii1) of this subdivision include: (a) volunteering for a charitable or
religious organization that provides services to the poor, sick, or less fortunate; (b)
participating in Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, or similar youth organizations; (¢) participating in
JROTC; (d) participating in political campaigns or government internships, or Boys State,
Girls State, or Model General Assembly; or (e) participating in school-sponsored
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extracurricular activities that have a civics focus. Any student who enlists in the United States

military prior to graduation will be deemed to have met this community service requirement.

6. The Board of Education's Seal of Biliteracy will be awarded to students who demonstrate
proficiency in English and at least one other language and meet additional criteria established
by the board. Such seal will be awarded to eligible students graduating from public high
schools in the Commonwealth beginning in 2016.

7. Students may receive other seals or awards for exceptional academic, career and technical,
citizenship, or other exemplary performance in accordance with criteria defined by the local
school board.

I. Students completing graduation requirements in a summer school program shall be eligible for
a diploma. The last school attended by the student during the regular session shall award the
diploma unless otherwise agreed upon by the principals of the two schools.

J. Students who complete Advanced Placement courses, college-level courses, or courses
required for an International Baccalaureate Diploma shall be deemed to have completed the
requirements for graduation under these standards provided they have earned the standard units
of credit and earned verified units of credit in accordance with the requirements for the Standard
Diploma and the Advanced Studies Diploma, as specified in subsections B and C of this section.

K. Students shall be counseled annually regarding the opportunities for using additional tests for
earning verified credits, as provided in accordance with the provisions of §VAC20-131-110, and
the consequences of failing to fulfill the obligations to complete the requirements for verified
units of credit.

Statutory Authority
§§ 22.1-16 and 22.1-253.13:3 of the Code of Virginia.
Historical Notes

Derived from Volume 14, Issue 01, eff. October 29, 1997; amended, Virginia Register Volume
16, Issue 25, eff. September 28, 2000; Volume 22, Issue 24, eff. September 7, 2006; Volume 25,
Issue 21, eff. July 31, 2009; Volume 27, Issue 24, eff. August 31, 2011; Volume 31, Issue 05,
eff. December 3, 2014; Volume 31, Issue 26, eff. October 8, 2015.

8VAC?20-131-51. Requirements for graduation. (Effective with the students who enter the
ninth grade in the 2018-2019 school year)
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A. The requirements for a student to earn a diploma and graduate from a Virginia high school
shall be those in effect when that student enters the ninth grade for the first time. Students
shall be awarded a diploma upon graduation from a Virginia high school.

Both the Standard Diploma and the Advanced Studies Diploma shall provide multiple paths
toward college and career readiness for students to follow in the later years of high school.
Each such pathway shall #aclude provide meaningful and rigorous opportunities tied to
instruction to achieve workplace skills fer through internships, externships, and credentialing,
and blended learning , which may be offered for credit toward high school graduation, in
accordance with department work-based learning guidelines .

In accordance with the Profile of a Virginia Graduate approved by the board, the
instructional program lead