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Executive Summary
Excerpt:

Over the last five years, expectationsOver the last five years, expectations 
have been raised through the 
introduction of more rigorousintroduction of more rigorous 
curriculum standards and challenging 
new Standards of Learning (SOL)new Standards of Learning (SOL) 
assessments that test students’ 
problem-solving and critical-thinkingproblem solving and critical thinking 
skills as well as their content 
knowledge.knowledge.
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Standards of Learning:
Timeline of ReformTimeline of Reform

1995 – Board of Education revises 
Standards of LearningStandards of Learning
1997 – Board revises Standards of 
Accreditation to create SOL basedAccreditation to create SOL-based 
accountability system
1998 SOL testing begins1998 – SOL testing begins
2000 –Board approves list of 
substitute tests for verified creditsubstitute tests for verified credit
2001 – NCLB (mandatory math, 
reading and science tests)reading and science tests)
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Standards of Learning:
Timeline of ReformTimeline of Reform

2004 – First high school class 
required to pass SOL tests graduatesrequired to pass SOL tests graduates
2007 – College- and Career-Readiness 
Initiative: College Board ACTInitiative: College Board, ACT, 
American Diploma Project and 
Achieve review English SOL andAchieve review English SOL and 
Mathematics SOL
2008 General Assembly requires2008 – General Assembly requires 
content-specific history/social 
science tests in grades 4 8science tests in grades 4-8 
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Standards of Learning:
Timeline of ReformTimeline of Reform

2008 – More rigorous History/Social g y
Science SOL adopted; new tests 
introduced in 2010-2011
2009 – More rigorous Mathematics 
SOL adopted; new tests introduced in p ;
2011-2012
2010 – More rigorous English SOL g g
and Science SOL adopted; new tests 
introduced in 2012-2013
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Standards of Learning:
Two Decades of ReformTwo Decades of Reform

2011 – All high school SOL tests g
delivered online
2012 – All middle school SOL tests 
delivered online
2013 – All elementary school SOL y
tests delivered online
2014 – Board of Education approves pp
updated list of substitute tests for 
verified credit
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Virginia & NAEP
Percent Proficient or AbovePercent Proficient or Above

Grade-4 Reading
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Virginia & NAEP
Percent Proficient or AbovePercent Proficient or Above

Grade-4 Mathematics
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Virginia & NAEP
Percent Proficient or AbovePercent Proficient or Above

Grade-4 Science
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Virginia & NAEP
Percent Proficient or AbovePercent Proficient or Above

Grade-8 Reading
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Virginia & NAEP
Percent Proficient or AbovePercent Proficient or Above

Grade-8 Mathematics
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Virginia & NAEP
Percent Proficient or AbovePercent Proficient or Above

Grade-8 Science
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SAT:
MathematicsMathematics
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SAT:
ReadingReading
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SAT:
WritingWriting
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ACT:
MathematicsMathematics
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ACT:
ReadingReading

17



ACT:
ScienceScience
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ACT:
CompositeComposite
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Graduation Trends
Percentage of Students Earning DiplomasPercentage of Students Earning Diplomas
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Graduation Rate:
Class of 2013Class of 2013
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Advanced Placement Enrollment
Number of Students EnrolledNumber of Students Enrolled
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Advanced Placement:
2012 Graduates with at Least One Qualifying AP Score2012 Graduates with at Least One Qualifying AP Score

23



Dual Enrollment
Number of Students EnrolledNumber of Students Enrolled
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Career & Technical Education:
Certifications Earned by CTE StudentsCertifications Earned by CTE Students

25



Standards of Learning:
Technology Enhanced ItemsTechnology-Enhanced Items

Math, reading, writing and science , g, g
SOL tests in all grades now include 
technology-enhanced itemsgy
Open-ended items that replicate 
typical classroom assignmentsyp g
Require problem-solving and critical-
thinking skillsg
Do not require advanced computer 
skills
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Standards of Learning:
Technology Enhanced ItemsTechnology-Enhanced Items

Grade-6 Mathematics Sample Item

27



Standards of Learning:
Technology Enhanced ItemsTechnology-Enhanced Items
Grade-8 Reading Sample Item
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Standards of Learning:
Technology Enhanced ItemsTechnology-Enhanced Items

Biology End-of-Course Sample Item
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Standards of Learning:
Technology Enhanced ItemsTechnology-Enhanced Items
Grade-5 Writing Sample Item
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SOL Comparisons
I t f N M th ti T tImpact of New Mathematics Tests 

Introduced in 2011-2012

SOL Mathematics 
2010-2011

SOL Mathematics 
2011-2012

SOL Mathematics 
2012-2013
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SOL Comparisons
I t f N R di T tImpact of New Reading Tests

Introduced in 2012-2013
SOL Reading

2011-2012
SOL Reading

2012-2013
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SOL Comparisons
I t f N S i T tImpact of New Science Tests

Introduced in 2012-2013
SOL Science

2011-2012
SOL Science

2012-2013

33



School Accountability:
2013 2014 Accreditation Results2013-2014 Accreditation Results
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School Improvement:
Schools Not Fully AccreditedSchools Not Fully Accredited

Accreditation Status # of
Schools

Accreditation Status # of
Schools

Accredited with Warning – 1 year 302 Denied Accreditation – 2 years 2

Accredited with Warning – 2 years 72 Denied Accreditation – 3 years 0

Accredited with Warning – 3 years 19 Denied Accreditation – 4 years 1Accredited with Warning 3 years 19 Denied Accreditation 4 years 1

Provisionally Accredited
Graduation Rate – 1 year

2 Denied Accreditation – 5 years 0

Provisionally Accredited 0 Denied Accreditation –6 years 0
Graduation Rate – 2 years

Provisionally Accredited
Graduation Rate – 3 years

1 Denied Accreditation – 7 years 0

Conditionally Accredited 1 Denied Accreditation – 8 years 1y
Reconstituted – 3 years

y

Denied Accreditation – 1 year 2 TOTAL 403
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Standards of Learning:
Computer Adaptive Testing (CAT) PilotComputer Adaptive Testing (CAT) Pilot

Grade-7 Math Pilot – January 2014, y
approximately 1,500 students in 19 
school divisions
Grade-8 Reading Pilot – May/June 
2014, approximately 1,500 students in y
17 school divisions
Results of the pilot will inform the 
redesign of state assessment system, 
beginning in 2015-2016
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Standards of Learning:
Advantages of CATAdvantages of CAT

Shorter testing times for many g y
students
Improved student motivation during p g
testing as content is administered at 
more engaging levels of difficulty for g g g y
struggling students
Increased precision of measurement, p ,
especially for high-performing and 
struggling studentsgg g
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Standards of Learning:
Advantages of CATAdvantages of CAT

Well-suited for measuring student g
growth
Improved test security since students p y
are responding to different items
Increased opportunities for retesting pp g
Efficient and secure mechanism for 
online deliveryy
• More flexible administration windows
• Simplified form construction process
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Standards of Learning:
Computer Adaptive TestingComputer Adaptive Testing

All students must demonstrate the 
same level of achievement to be 
considered Proficient or Advanced
However, instead of each student 
responding to the same items, the 
computer customizes the items for 
the individual student
Computer scores responses and 
selects next item based on response
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2013 NAEP-TIMSS Linking Study
Mathematics
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2013 NAEP-TIMSS Linking Study
Science
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Program of International 
A t (PISA)Assessment (PISA)

Compares student performance inCompares student performance in 
science, reading, mathematics and 
problem solvingproblem solving
Participation in 2015 would provide 
information on how Virginia studentsinformation on how Virginia students 
compare internationally
$575,253 requested;$141,116 in FY$575,253 requested;$141,116 in FY 
2015 and $434,137 in FY 2016 (plus an 
estimated $25,000 in FY 2017)estimated $25,000 in FY 2017)

42



Teacher Quality:
Program Entry and LicensureProgram Entry and Licensure

Preparation Program Entry – Barred 
use of composite scores on Praxis 
Core Academic Skills test required for 
entry into Virginia teacher-preparation 
programs
Initial Licensure – Higher minimum 
scores on Virginia Communication 
and Literacy Assessment (VCLA) 
required for initial licensure  
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Teacher Quality:
Praxis II Endorsement Area TestsPraxis II Endorsement Area Tests

Higher minimum Praxis II scoresHigher minimum Praxis II scores 
required for middle school and high 
school mathematics and Englishschool mathematics and English 
endorsements, effective January 1, 
20142014
Higher minimum Praxis II scores 
required for elementary educationrequired for elementary education 
endorsement, effective July 1, 2014

44



Board of EducationBoard of EducationBoard of Education Board of Education 
Annual ReportAnnual ReportAnnual ReportAnnual Report

Virginia Board of Educationg
President David Foster

Vice President Betsy Beamer

January 20, 2014


