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[bookmark: dsp5ar41ic2u][bookmark: _Toc50971927]General Information on COVID 19 in Virginia 
1. Where can we learn more about COVID-19 in Virginia?
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) works closely with the Virginia Department of Health (VDH) and other state and federal authorities to provide the latest information and guidance on COVID-19 to the commonwealth’s public schools. The most up-to-date information concerning COVID-19 can be found on the VDH website. 

Division and building-level administrators, school health coordinators, and educators looking for access to up-to-date resources and information about COVID-19 and the steps schools should take to safeguard the health of students and staff should access the VDOE website. 

2. How can I stay up to date with information related to COVID-19 and early childhood? 
This FAQ doc will be updated routinely with early childhood information. Additional information about reopening from the VDOE can be found on the VDOE’s webpage, Recover, Redesign, Restart 2020. 

Private, licensed child care providers that offer VPI or Head Start services should also reference the ChildCareVA Coronavirus information page.

Interested parties should also be sure to subscribe to the VDOE Readiness Connections newsletter, which shares collected updates once a month. 

3. Where can I find information about kindergarten enrollment in 2020-2021? 
The VDOE has posted an FAQ document on kindergarten enrollment during the COVID 19 crisis. This can be found on the VDOE’s COVID-19 & Public Schools webpage.

[bookmark: 2xi98uegw5c6][bookmark: _Toc50971928]Phased Reopening
4. Does the Governor’s phased reopening of schools apply to pre-K programs? 
Yes. On June 9, 2020, Governor Ralph Northam announced a phased reopening of K-12 schools, which gradually permits in-person instruction to resume while prioritizing the health and safety of students and staff. This phased reopening plan applies to school-based early childhood programs across the state. In order to minimize the disparate impacts closures have had on students, this approach prioritizes the needs of students who have been most impacted by school building closures, and for whom in-person instruction is most beneficial. This includes a focus on grades pre-k-3. It simultaneously recognizes the disruption closures have had on all students and seeks to bring them back to the classroom as soon as is safe and practicable. 

Refer to the VDOE School Reopening Website and School Reopening Frequently Asked Questions for related guidance.

5. Does the phased reopening apply to VPI in private child care settings? 
Classrooms funded all or in part by VPI that are located in non-school, private child care settings or that are run by private child care providers are not required to be closed or follow the same restrictions as public schools. This decision should be made locally and in consultation with VPI Coordinators and private child care setting directors. Note that all centers that are open must follow the VDSS health and safety guidance available on the VDSS’ website. 

[bookmark: tt4j2gtw891k][bookmark: _Toc50971929]Information Specific to VPI 
6. Are the VPI instructional time requirements still 180 days and 990 hours for full funding in virtual, hybrid, and in-person models?
VPI classrooms are required to operate for a full school year (180 days) in order to receive full funding for slots in the classrooms. In a typical school year, 990 hours of instruction can meet the 180 days of instruction requirement (i.e., a program may have fewer than 180 days but more than 5.5 hours of instruction each day).  Note that it is expected that divisions may seek waivers in this area and the VDOE is currently working on guidance here. 

7. Our VPI program provides full-day slots. What are the instructional time requirements for full-day funding? 

An equivalent of 5.5 hours of instructional time is planned for students each day.
Virtual Model:  Includes a minimum of 2 hours of instruction per day directly facilitated by the teacher/assistant, including synchronous and asynchronous hours, plus 1 hour of health and wellness activity per day.  The remaining instructional hours for each day (2.5) may be accomplished through a variety of activities, remote learning and play-based activities provided by the teacher and in alignment with the Foundation Blocks for Learning and designated curriculum. Planned instruction or the week totals an average of 27.5 hours.
Hybrid Model:  Includes a minimum of 2 hours of instruction per day directly facilitated by the teacher/assistant on virtual days, including synchronous and asynchronous hours, plus 1 hour of health and wellness activity per day. The remaining instructional hours for each day (2.5) may be accomplished through a variety of activities, remote learning and play-based activities provided by the teacher and in alignment with the Foundation Blocks for Learning and designated curriculum.. On in-person days 5.5 hours of instruction are provided.  Planned instruction for the week totals an average of 27.5 hours.
In-Person Model: 5.5 hours of instruction per day. 

8. Our VPI program provides half-day slots. What are the instructional time requirements for half-day funding? 

An equivalent of 3 hours of instructional time is planned for students each day.

Virtual Model: Includes a minimum of 1 hour of instruction each day directly facilitated by the teacher/assistant, including synchronous and asynchronous hours, and at least 30 minutes per day of health and wellness activity. The remaining instructional time for each day (1.5 hours) may be accomplished through a variety of  activities, remote learning and play-based activities provided by the teacher and in alignment with the Foundation Blocks for Learning and designated curriculum  Planned instruction for the week totals an average of 15 hours.

Hybrid Model: : Includes a minimum of 1 hour of instruction each day directly facilitated by the teacher/assistant, including synchronous and asynchronous hours, and at least 30 minutes per day of health and wellness activity. The remaining instructional time for each day (1.5 hours) may be accomplished through a variety of activities, remote learning and play-based activities provided by the teacher and in alignment with the Foundation Blocks for Learning and designated curriculum. On in-person days 3 hours of instruction are provided. Planned instruction for the week totals an average of 15 hours.

9. Has the process for funding VPI slots been changed due to COVID-19? 
There have been no changes to the funding formula or funding calculation for VPI for the 2020-2021 school year at this time. Funding will continue to be based on documented enrollment in the fall Student Record Collection (SRC). Full-year VPI funding is based on the number of eligible students enrolled at the time of the fall SRC. Divisions receive a designated amount per student (accounting for local match).

To handle challenges related to enrollment, divisions should consider the option for local eligibility waivers as well as opening new VPI classrooms later in the year and receiving prorated funding for those newly opened VPI classrooms. 

10. What are the expectations for student attendance?
Monitoring and tracking attendance while implementing in-person, virtual and remote learning options is important in order to ensure that children are participating in and able to benefit from the instruction being offered. During each instructional delivery model VPI programs should develop clear attendance and communication policies along with collaboration with families to improve student engagement and attendance regardless of instructional delivery methods. 

See Superintendent’s Memo #188-20 posted on July 24 for guidance on tracking student attendance. This memo provides guidance for divisions on how to develop attendance policies that reflect the unique instructional models based on their individual needs and capacities.

11. What are adult-to-child ratios in VPI classrooms while implementing various models during COVID 19? 
The student to teacher ratio for VPI is 1 teacher for every ten students, with a maximum group size of 20. This ratio is designed for in-person models of instruction (either fully in-person or hybrid in-person days). 

There are no requirements for teacher to student ratios for online learning; however, please remember that there are expectations for daily contact with parents/guardians during remote instruction (see Question 10 below) and that children communicate and learn better in small-group virtual interactions. Divisions should ensure they have sufficient staffing accordingly.  VPI programs should keep in mind that typical student:teacher ratio (1:10) requirements will be in place when we return to typical, in-person instruction later this school year. 

[bookmark: _Toc50971930]Virtual Instruction
12. What are the expectations for virtual instruction in a VPI classroom? 
For Virtual VPI, school divisions must: 
· Ensure that teachers or assistant teachers connect with their students each school day through online instruction and/or phone check-ups
· Track the primary caregiver(s) and location for each student on a daily basis 
· Track attendance and meaningful interactions (i.e., two-way engagement with students and staff that allows feedback and input) in accordance with local policies and address chronic absenteeism promptly.
· Provide required hours of instruction based on program duration. Note that formal Guidance for Virtual Learning is forthcoming.
· Full-day programs must provide a minimum of 2 hours of instruction per day or 10 hours per week and at least 1 hour per day of health and wellness activity. 
· Half-day programs must provide a minimum of 1 hour of instruction per day and at least 30 minutes per day of health and wellness activity. 
· Conduct state-required screeners and assessments (e.g. PALS PreK Superintendent’s Memo #173-20 , optional CBRS Pilot Superintendent’s Memo #184-20) 
· Keep "weekly meaningful interactions records" to track how much synchronous or asynchronous instruction a student has received, noting that these records may be reviewed as part of monitoring process 
· Ensure virtual learning is inclusive of children with special needs and address the "accommodations necessary" to serve students with special needs.

Programs should also follow these recommendations: 
· Ensure that students and families have the devices and internet connectivity necessary to participate in distance instruction and meaningful interactions, or make accommodations if they do not.
· Provide books, packets and classroom materials (e.g., art supplies, manipulatives, etc.). 
· Set a consistent daily schedule, based on majority of caregiver needs,  and offer options for asynchronous instruction and/or activities that parents and primary caregivers can do with children (e.g., book reading, storytelling, arts and crafts, learning apps, singing and music, math and science activities, etc.).
· Communicate with parents and primary caregivers daily using a consistent platform and in clear, understandable ways in the languages they are most comfortable with; consider using simple formats such as text messages to strengthen relationships and encourage participation while using platforms to support instruction and learning.  
· Encourage physical activity throughout the day including breaks for exercise, stretching, mindfulness activities. 
· Provide accommodations for families who cannot participate in synchronous instruction due to family circumstances.
· Consider screening all children for developmental delays.
· Partner with child care partners or other caregivers to meet the needs of students who are virtually learning out-of-the-home.

The VDOE hosted a webinar on Fall Planning for 2020-2021 on August 7. A recording of this webinar is now available. 

13. How can we learn more about what other VPI program leaders are doing to reopen VPI classrooms in a virtual or hybrid environment? 
The VDOE will provide a focus on the topic of reopening early childhood classrooms in a virtual or hybrid environment during the Office of Early Childhood’s upcoming “Cups and Conversation Recurring Series”. “Cups and Conversations” is a time for colleagues from across the Commonwealth to informally talk about how they are supporting families and young children through the COVID-19 crisis. 

· The Cups and Conversation series is currently being held on the first Wednesday of the month at 3:30 p.m (beginning October 7). Registration is required to participate. Upon registration, you will receive a confirmation email including the secure link and password to join. Please keep this email for webinar admittance. If you do not receive a confirmation email within 24 hours, be sure to check your spam folder/junk mail. The webinar will be recorded. For questions or assistance with registration, please contact Laura.Heath@doe.virginia.gov.

Information about upcoming sessions will be shared in future versions of the Office of Early Childhood’s monthly newsletter, Readiness Connections. 

14. Are school divisions that are offering in-person or a hybrid VPI program required to also offer a fully virtual program if a parent requests this for their child? 
The public health community has identified populations of individuals who are at greater risk of severe illness from COVID-19, and for whom more stringent physical distancing is necessary. Therefore, per the Governor’s phased reopening plan, divisions should implement policies that provide for remote learning exceptions for students and teleworking for staff who are at a higher risk for severe illness and who are therefore safer at home. Additional resources about this population of individuals and actions to protect them are online here. Divisions should be prepared to adjust these policies as needed as more is understood about COVID-19 and its transmission. 

15. How do you offer virtual learning for one VPI student whose parent does not want the child coming to school? All of our other VPI students will be coming to school for in-person learning.
Consider ideas for providing virtual interactions and activities that he or she can participate in virtually with peers (e.g., joining circle time via digital device).  Also consider ways to facilitate making connections with peers through online interactions.  In addition, you may want to reach out to colleagues who are implementing VPI in a fully virtual environment for their suggested approaches and schedules.

16. How do we keep track of the requirement that teachers or assistant teachers connect with their students each virtual school day (i.e., fully virtual model & hybrid model on virtual days) through a meaningful interaction (i.e., two-way engagement with students and staff that allows feedback and input)? 
The manner in which this information is tracked and recorded for each virtual school day is a local program decision. Daily meaningful interaction logs or journals will not be sent directly to the VDOE.  As a part of 2020-21 VPI monitoring, VPI program leaders must be prepared to provide a sample record, as requested, of daily meaningful interactions as evidence this requirement was met. Records should include the teacher’s name, all students on the class roll, the type of meaningful interaction held with each student on the class roll, and date.

Additional details regarding keeping records and documentation were provided during the VPI Virtual Monitoring and EC Program Information Webinar on September 9, 2020. A recording of this webinar is available.

17. When we track caregiver(s) and location(s) for each student on a daily basis, where will this get reported and in what format do you want?
The manner in which this information is gathered and kept on record is a local program decision. Records for all caregivers and students will not be sent to the VDOE. As a part of 2020-21 VPI monitoring, VPI programs leaders must be prepared to provide a sample of this information as evidence that it was completed on a daily basis. Consider having teachers keep daily records in a secure electronic format that can be viewed by program leaders. Records should include teacher’s name, all students' names on the class roll, caregivers’ names, and general location(s) where the students and caregivers are playing and working each day of virtual instruction (e.g., student’s home, caregiver’s home, child care setting). A sample meaningful engagement log was shared with VPI coordinators in September 2020 via email. 

Additional details regarding keeping records and documentation were provided during the VPI Virtual Monitoring and EC Program Information Webinar on September 9, 2020. A recording of this webinar is available. See Superintendent’s Memo #185-20 for more information.

[bookmark: _Toc50971931]Hybrid Instruction
18. What are the expectations for hybrid instruction in a VPI classroom? 
For Hybrid VPI, school divisions must: 
· Ensure that teachers or assistant teachers connect with their students each in-person instructional day and at least once during the remainder of the week.
· Track attendance and meaningful interactions (i.e., two-way engagement with student and staff that allows feedback and input) in accordance with local policies and address chronic absenteeism promptly.
· Follow typical hour requirements for in-person days.
· Conduct state-required screeners and assessments (e.g. PALS (e.g. PALS pre-K Superintendent’s Memo #173-20, CBRS Pilot Superintendent’s Memo #184-20). 
· Keep "weekly meaningful interactions records" to track how much synchronous or asynchronous instruction a student has received, noting that these records may be reviewed as part of monitoring process.
· Ensure virtual learning is inclusive of children with special needs and address the "accommodations necessary" to serve students with special needs.
Programs should also follow these recommendations: 
· Consider strategies to maintain daily contact with students/parents on virtual instruction days. 
· Track the primary caregiver(s) and location for each student on virtual instruction days. 
· Ensure in-person and virtual learning is inclusive of children with special needs and address the "accommodations necessary" to serve students with special needs.
· Ensure that students and families have the devices and internet connectivity necessary to participate in virtual instruction, or make accommodations if they do not.
· Provide books, packets and classroom materials (e.g., art supplies, manipulatives, etc.).  
· Encourage physical activity throughout the day including breaks for exercise, stretching, mindfulness activities. 
· Provide accommodations for families who cannot participate in synchronous instruction due to family circumstances.

The VDOE hosted a webinar on Fall Planning for 2020-2021 on August 7. A recording is available. 

19. Do programs implementing a hybrid model of instruction need to track caregiver(s) and location for each student on a daily basis or does this just apply to fully virtual models? 
Yes, programs implementing VPI using a hybrid model still need to keep record of caregiver(s) and students on days when virtual instruction is taking place instead of in-person instruction. 

[bookmark: _Toc50971932]Monitoring for VPI 
20. How will monitoring for VPI programs take place in 2020-2021? 
Regularly scheduled monitoring has been replaced with a revised monitoring process. All school divisions will participate in an abbreviated VPI monitoring process focused on instructional time, curriculum implementation, teacher-child interactions, ongoing assessment, and support for students with disabilities and dual language learners, and family engagement. 

A VPI Virtual Monitoring and EC Program Information Webinar was provided on September 9, 2020 with specific details about 2020-2021 monitoring. A recording of this webinar is available. 

[bookmark: _Toc50971933]Other VPI Questions 
21. Will phased reopening of schools impact current deadlines for VPI for 2020-2021, including the fall VPI Verification Report and Student Record Collection? 
No changes have been made to the deadlines for the fall Student Record Collection (October) and the VPI Fall Verification Report due dates (October/November). 

22. When will we see the questions that will be asked on the 2020 VPI Fall Verification Report due in October? 
A VPI Fall Verification Webinar is scheduled for 11 a.m. on September 29, 2020 to provide specific instructions for completing the VPI Fall Verification Report. See Superintendent’s Memo #238-20 posted on September 11, 2020 for more information about the Fall VPI Verification and to register for the webinar.  
23. May we still submit a waiver to increase use of local eligibility criteria for 2020-2021? 
School divisions may continue to submit waivers to increase local eligibility criteria. Waivers submitted will still be reviewed and considered on an ongoing basis. For information on the local criteria eligibility waiver, please refer to Superintendent Memo #041-20. 

24. What are the requirements for conducting local CLASS observations in VPI classrooms for 2020-21? 

The VPI Program is continuing efforts to improve the quality of teacher-child interactions as measured by the CLASS observation tool. These efforts include providing feedback to teachers on the quality of their teacher-child interactions via local CLASS observations, providing professional development related to quality teacher-child interactions, and implementing a plan for training local observers to reliability on the CLASS tool.

 In-person VPI Classrooms:  When local safety/health protocol permits, for 2020-2021 VPI programs must implement at least one local CLASS observation for in-person classrooms in order to provide teachers with reliable feedback on the quality of their teacher-child interactions.  Any program providing in-person instruction is encouraged to provide two local CLASS observations, if possible, during the year.

Virtual VPI Classrooms (synchronous):  Teachers need to be provided feedback and support for their teacher-child interactions through other methods (e.g., EC leader joining virtual lessons and providing feedback, peer review and feedback).  Virtual Pre-K Observation Guidelines* during COVID have been created and provided for implementation. VPI programs must use this tool at least once if classrooms remain virtual for 2020-2021.  Any program using virtual instruction is encouraged to implement this tool for providing teachers with ongoing feedback more frequently. This tool will be made available shortly on the Advancing Effective Interactions (AEII) Website via the Conducting CLASS Observations page.

Please see additional guidance about COVID-19 and CLASS observations in the Appendix of the Local CLASS Observations Guidebook. All VPI programs must continue to implement plans for having reliable, certified local CLASS observers in place for providing local CLASS observations when VPI programs return to normal operations beyond Phase III of COVID 19.

25. Do VPI community providers serving VPI students have to follow our division’s instructional delivery model plans (e.g., in-person, virtual, or hybrid)? 
Community providers serving VPI students need to at least meet minimal hours for instruction in whichever delivery model is being implemented (see answers under virtual and hybrid questions above). Selection of specific delivery models for VPI community providers is up to local discretion based on local/community health and safety protocols. 

26. Are teachers still required to complete PALS-PreK and formative assessments related to the Foundation Blocks? 
VPI teachers use ongoing assessments to monitor children’s progress and provide differentiated instruction to meet children’s individual needs. The VPI program is required to screen children with the Phonological Awareness Literacy Screening (PALS-PreK) instrument in the fall and spring of the 2020-2021 school year. See Superintendent’s Memo #173-20 posted on July 10 for more information. Superintendent’s Memo #236-20, posted on September 4, and also details information on the remote assessment option for PALS-PreK this fall. 

Formative assessments for Foundation Blocks may include curriculum-embedded formative assessments or division-created formative assessments.

27. In order to enroll a child in a public school system in Virginia, state law requires a parent or guardian of a child to provide certain information to the child's school division. How can immunization records be obtained for 2020-2021 preschool and kindergarten during COVID 19?
The requirement to provide proof of immunization has not been waived. Section 22.1-271.2 of the Code of Virginia requires that, prior to in-person admission, any student admitted for the first time must provide documentary proof of immunization. Please note that families do have flexibility if children are only participating in virtual learning; however, families must provide proof prior to participating in in-person education. 

Families are encouraged to make appointments with their pediatrician or primary care provider now to avoid any delay in admission. This is particularly important, as data suggests that rates of routine childhood immunizations have dropped during the pandemic.

[bookmark: 7acwa5sd6s9f][bookmark: _Toc50971934]Information Specific to ECSE
Please refer to the Transition from Early Intervention to Early Childhood Special Education FAQ and the Department of Special Education and Student Services (SESS) FAQ for more information.

28. What are the expectations for early childhood special education (ECSE) services?
In the 2020-2021 academic year, public school divisions are required to provide new instruction to all students and will be responsible for the free appropriate public education (FAPE) of its students eligible for special education services with an individualized education program (IEP), or for students entitled to FAPE under Section 504, consistent with any plan developed to meet the requirements of Section 504. In the phased reopening plan, school divisions may elect to provide in-person instruction for special education programs with strict social distancing and/or distance learning. The phased reopening plan allows school divisions to have discretion on how to operationalize within each phase and to limit their in-person instructional offerings more than the phase allows.

29. What should local education agencies provide when a preschool-aged child receives IEP services in a child care or community-based preschool program? What about Head Start?
Some preschool-aged children (2-5 years old) receive IEP services in community-based preschool or child care centers. Community-based preschools and child care centers are also experiencing a phased reopening, with some already open and others delayed or perhaps not reopening. Teams will need to determine if a community-based placement is practicable given health and safety considerations, needs of the child and family, and the reopening plan implemented by the LEA. In the event that the school division is providing in-person instruction and the community-based setting is not open or is no longer an appropriate placement, an alternative regular early childhood program will need to be identified for the child or the team will need to meet to discuss placement. The educational placement of a student with a disability is a matter of FAPE which is determined by the child's IEP team. Any changes to services (frequency, duration, or placement) will need to be documented through an IEP amendment. Teams are encouraged to document any changes to the placement in the prior written notice and reasons for the change.

Keep in mind, if a student with an IEP is receiving the same services as students in the general education setting during school building closure (i.e., distance learning), the IEP may not need to be amended with regard to placement or setting.

At this time the Office of Head Start has not compiled a Head Start Reopening Guidance Plan. All communication received from the Regional Office has stated that Head Start Programs should follow their local school divisions lead, combined with health and safety guidelines shared by the Virginia Department of Health and the CDC. The Office of Head Start has implemented flexibilities to accommodate programmatic decisions made by grantee agencies for providing services to the children and families in their localities. Therefore, the same would hold true for children with IEPs who are to attend a Head Start program. 

30. Will timelines for special education and will the state or federal calendar be adjusted?
At this time, there is no guidance from the U. S. Department of Education’s Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) regarding the waiver of federal timelines related to special education compliance. This includes the transition requirements for Part C or Part B. 

OSEP does offer exceptions to meeting the eligibility evaluation timelines when A) a parent and school division agrees in writing to extend the 65 business day timeline to obtain additional data that cannot be obtained within the 65 business days; or B) the parent repeatedly fails or refuses to produce the child for the evaluation. Further, the Office of Civil Rights has provided guidance that “If an evaluation of a student with a disability requires a face-to-face assessment or observation, the evaluation would need to be delayed until such activities can be completed.”

Despite these exceptions, local school divisions are to develop a plan to support maintaining timelines and completing eligibility evaluations to the extent possible. They are to consider the phase, opportunities for in-person administration, the effectiveness of using existing data and gathering new information given any limitations to data collection. School divisions are to document clearly if a delay occurs, the nature and extent of the delay, and the plan to move as quickly as possible to prevent any further delay.

31. What about children referred from Part C to Part B?
All local early intervention systems continue to operate at some level.  Many local systems are not providing in-person services or visits.  Where appropriate and feasible, telehealth is being used for eligibility determination, assessment for service planning, initial and annual Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) meetings, IFSP reviews, and IFSP services (including service coordination). 

Since IFSP meetings and reviews continue, transition conferences will also be held. Regulations require the LEA to participate in transition planning conferences arranged by the designated local Part C early intervention agency. Temporary policies in place during the COVID-19 public health emergency allow that IFSP meetings may be held via telehealth, by phone or video-conference. In the instance that the local school division representative cannot participate in any of these ways, then the division is to provide written information about early childhood special education services to the family and a contact name and phone number where the family may call with questions about school services. School division representatives should communicate with their local early intervention agency regarding school closures and ability to participate.

As long as local early intervention systems have the means (phone, fax, secure email, U.S. mail) to send notification/referral to the local school division and VDOE, they are expected to do so. If the local early intervention system has no means by which to send notification/referral, then those circumstances must be documented in the child’s EI Record and the notification/referral sent as soon access to a means of transmitting the notification information is accessible. Therefore, it should be expected that referrals may continue to be sent from Part C to Part B. As noted above, OSEP has not provided a waiver of federal timelines.

Please see the Transition from Early Intervention to Early Childhood Special Education FAQ for more information.

32. How are initial evaluations completed for preschool parent referrals or for children referred from Part C to Part B?
Local school divisions are to develop a plan to support maintaining timelines and completing eligibility evaluations to the extent possible. The phased reopening plan makes it possible for school divisions to administer in-person assessments. Phase I makes allowable, with approval of the superintendent, for students to access the school building for critical instructional needs, such as accessing a secure assessment, if all health, safety and physical distancing measures are adhered to. It is up to each LEA to make a determination whether children may be evaluated in-person in a public school building. Additionally, there are eligibility evaluations that may be completed within the sixty-five business day timeline using remote means. Evaluations that do not require in-person assessments or observations may take place as long as a student’s parent or legal guardian consents. 

Regardless of whether the LEA administers assessments in-person, LEAs should make a good faith effort to complete relevant components of the evaluation, to the extent practicable, given limitations on school closures and in-person evaluations. Eligibility evaluations always begin with a review of existing data, and on the basis of that review, the team may identify any additional data required. If more data is required to determine eligibility, the team may identify data that can be obtained through remote means, or for some divisions, through in-person administration. If any required data is not available or cannot be gathered to answer each of the eligibility criteria questions, the team may need to extend the timeline. An evaluation of children referred from Part C is an area where it may be feasible to utilize existing data and if needed, gather data remotely, to determine the presence of a disability and need for special education and related services.

When completing an evaluation using remote means, there are several areas of consideration to ensure data is valid, reliable, and thorough.  Please see the Transition from Early Intervention to Early Childhood Special Education FAQ for more information on completing initial eligibility evaluations for parent referrals or children referred from Part C to Part B.

33. How will VDOE’s scheduled professional development events and TTAC services to school divisions be impacted?
Universities with TTACs have policies and procedures for university staff, students and employees in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The policies and procedures must adhere to the guidelines outlined in the Forward Virginia plan. At this time, many universities are taking precautions, which involve offering virtual training and technical assistance opportunities. Schools who are expecting TTAC services should be communicating with the TTAC office for specific information.
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COVID-19 has greatly impacted the early care and education system in our state.  The Office of Head Start has provided guidance and flexibilities to assist Early Head Start and Head Start Programs continue to provide supports and resources for children and families during these unprecedented times. The additional Office of Head Start flexibilities and guidance are compiled on the Early Childhood Learning and Knowledge Center COVID 19 Updates. The Office of Head Start is also maintaining Education and Child Development FAQs with details specific to the 2020-2021 year. 

[bookmark: _Toc50971936][bookmark: kix.tdajobui2x4q]Professional Development and Supports for School-Based PreK

34. How will phased reopening of schools impact the external CLASS observations through CASTL/UVA? 
Planning for external CLASS observations for both VPI and ECSE classrooms is moving forward. School divisions scheduled for external CLASS observations will be contacted by a CASTL team member to determine the status of in-person school-based preK classrooms within the division. Flexibility will be provided in scheduling of observations based on the division's plan for reopening of schools and according to all health and safety guidelines. 

35. How will phased reopening of schools impact the ongoing work on VPI professional development plan (e.g., consultation)?
CASTL/UVA and the Advancing Effective Interactions and Instruction (AEII) team will continue to provide PD consultation with VPI leaders in a way that works for their division. They will be reaching out to VPI coordinators to support PD planning for early childhood educators early in the 2020-2021 school year. Additional information was provided in Superintendent Memo #237-20, posted on September 11. 

36. Are there other ways to stay current on how programs and divisions are implementing reopening plans, professional development opportunities, and general Early Childhood and Early Childhood Special Education updates?
The Office of Early Childhood currently hosts “Cups and Conversations,” a time for colleagues from across the Commonwealth to informally talk about how they are supporting families and young children through the COVID-19 crisis, monthly on first Wednesdays at 3:30 (beginning October 7). Registration is required to participate. More information can be found in the Office of Childhood’s Readiness Connections newsletter, a monthly publication that provides updates and information about various opportunities (including professional learning) for Virginia’s Early Childhood Care and Education community. Subscribe for Readiness Connections here.

[bookmark: _Toc50971937]Learning Resources for Educators and Families

37. What resources are available for educators that may be helpful towards planning for virtual learning at home or hybrid learning?
School-based PreK programs are expected to provide new instruction that follows applicable learning standards, and for VPI, utilizes an approved and comprehensive curriculum. As teachers think about how to turn typical instruction into online instruction, there are some additional resources that may be helpful to review. In spring 2020, the VDOE created the Continuity for Learning (C4L) Task Force consisting of teachers, leaders, and collaborating educational partners across Virginia. The C4L Task Force has prepared Virginia Learns Anywhere which includes instructional models and resources for early childhood educators. The C4L Task Force encourages divisions to develop and implement continuous learning plans for early childhood programs in partnership with local county health departments, families, staff, and local boards of education. This guidance, as well as the VDOE Social Emotional Wellness Considerations for Early Learners, is also helpful for divisions beginning new instruction this fall. 

VPI Coordinators and other early childhood leaders have also prepared resources for supporting virtual learning and/or learning at home. Please note that the VDOE will continue to collect these resources and encourage educators to upload them to the new portal, #GoOpenVA.  #GoOpenVA is a collaborative initiative that enables educational entities throughout Virginia to create, share, and access openly-licensed educational resources (OER, also known as open education resources). Educators can expect to find everything from complete lessons along with links to videos or websites, or a single paragraph describing an idea for how to keep students asking questions about the outdoors. More information is available on the GoOpen VDOE website.

If you have a resource that you are not able to upload, please email Tamilah.Richardson@doe.virginia.gov 

Note: Educators may also choose to apply for the Ready4K Reimagine Learning grant program. Ready4K is an evidence-based family engagement curriculum delivered via text messages. If your families are already receiving Ready4K or your program has applied for a Ready4K grant in the last 6 months, contact info@ready4k.comc to discuss funding options.
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38. What resources are available for families that may be helpful towards facilitating learning at home and as a supplement to structured, virtual instruction provided by early childhood programs?
On March 23, the VDOE posted COVID 19: A Parent Guide for School Aged Children. In addition, the VDOE has pulled together the following free learning resources that are available to families as a supplement to the structured, virtual instruction provided by early childhood programs. 

WideOpenSchool, powered by Common Sense Media©, has developed resources to help families navigate virtual learning. Helpful resources include: Parents Tips and Tricks for Distance Learning and 5 Signs of Screen Overload- and How to Handle Them.

Online Learning
· ABCYA® provides free access to preschool learning games covering letters, numbers, problem-solving (strategy) and other preschool skills.
· GoNoodle® offers free movement and mindfulness videos for children (appropriate for older preschoolers). Watch the GoNoodle 101: An Intro for Families video for more information.
· Khan Academy Kids® is a free, educational app providing families of children ages 2-7 access to thousands of activities and books. Focused content includes math, reading, social emotional learning, creative projects, and more. Read How to use Khan Academy Kids for remote learning for details on how to set up a free account.
· PBS Kids® is adding daily activities and tips to their parent newsletter. This free resource is a guide families can use to help their children ages 2-8 play and learn at home. Content covers emotions and self-awareness, social skills, character, literacy, math, science, and arts. Sign-up for this free newsletter and also check out other no-cost resources made available to support families: 
· PBS KIDS 24/7 channel offers anytime access to trusted educational series for kids ages 2-8 (check local listings)
· The PBS KIDS Play and Learn Science App: Hands-on science projects with everyday materials, along with online science games and explorations.
· PBS KIDS Video app is available on mobile, tablet, and connected TV devices and offers on-demand educational videos (live stream of PBS KIDS 24/7 channel also available. No subscription required.
· PBS KIDS Games app- nearly 200 educational games for children ages 2-8; can be downloaded for offline play. Learn more here. 
· PBS KIDS for Parents offers information, activities, and tips for parents, including the resource “How to Talk to Your Kids About Coronavirus.”
· Reading Rockets provides literacy resources and at-home activities to support emergent and young readers. Helpful content can be found under the “For Parents, Teachers, and Others” tab. 
· Starfall® offers free access to interactive prekindergarten language arts, math, and music activities.
· Canticos® combines nursery rhymes with the benefits of bilingualism to provide children ages 3-8 English and Spanish learning experiences. Concepts covered include early literacy and math, social skills, and music and movement. Videos and downloadable lesson plans included on website.
· Peep Ciencias: Colores is an education app entirely in Spanish that is based on the TV show Peep and the Big Wide World. Also available in English, and is one of a series, children ages 3-8 are engaged with animated videos and parents and caregivers are guided on how to explore key concepts through questions, conversation, exploration, and activities.
· WIDA Early Years has developed two activity books, Learning Language Every Day: Activities for Families and Aprendiendo lenguaje todos los días: Actividades para familias, that support conversations with children ages 2-7 years about their families and environments.  
· Ready Rosie® has developed a toolkit, Healthy at Home, to help families stay safe, healthy and connected. Includes Modeled Moment videos on health, emotional wellness, and learning at home.

Text Services
Several programs are available to offer tips and resources for families that support early learning through text messages. Message and data rates apply.
 
· Bright by Text provides quality information and trusted resources to families of children prenatal to age eight partnering with LPB. Text: LPB to 274448
· Vroom offers free, easy-to-use learning tips for children 5 and under delivered daily directly to your phone. Sign up for free on the Vroom website.
 
39. How can families support preschoolers during this difficult time?
COVID-19 has resulted in changes in routine and new health and safety precautions have caused some anxiety for children. Share these resources with families to support their conversations with young children.
· Parent and Caretaker guide for helping families cope with COVID 19
· Just For Kids: A Comic Exploring The New Coronavirus
· Talking to Children About COVID-19 (Coronavirus) - A Parent Resource (English Resource)
· Talking to Children About COVID-19 (Coronavirus) - A Parent Resource (Spanish Resource)
· Coronavirus Resources for Educators and Parents (Teachstone)
· Coping with COVID-19 (NAEYC)
· Caring for Each Other (a Sesame Street collection of resources to support families during the COVID-19 health crisis)
· COVID-19 PTA Resources (a curated list of resources on social emotional support, learning at home, and healthy habits)
· Zero to Three- Tips for Families: Coronavirus (Parenting Resources)
· For Social Emotional Wellness Support:
· VDOE Early Childhood Trauma Toolkit
· VDOE Social Emotional Wellness Considerations for Early Learners
· Wingspan® COVID-19 Support Video Series
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40. How can schools partner with child care providers to provide safe environments for care and virtual learning? 
VDOE and VDSS have posted Guidance for Partnering to Provide Child Care during Virtual Learning. This joint guidance provides suggestions and important considerations for providing safe learning environments for students who will need access to care during virtual learning.

1
