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Summary of Proposed Revision:
Annual Measurable Objective Calculations

Principle 2 – Targeted and Differentiated Accountability Systems

At its October 2012 meeting, the Virginia Board of Education approved a revised annual measurable objective (AMO) methodology applied to a six-year trajectory. The methodology requires lower-performing subgroups to make greater gains in pass rates to close the achievement gap in reading and mathematics. The Board also established new continuous progress expectations for higher-performing subgroups.  The changes in methodology and the higher expectations were subsequently approved by the U.S. Department of Education in March 2013.  The policy requires that subgroups with a prior year pass rate higher than the current year’s target maintain or exceed the prior year pass rate, within five percent, and up to 90 percent.  Also, subgroups with a starting pass rate higher than the required Year 6 pass rate are expected to make continuous progress.  Schools with subgroups that do not meet the higher expectations currently receive an accountability status of Did Not Meet All Federal AMOs – MHE (did not Meet Higher Expectations).

The higher expectations were established in an effort to ensure higher-performing subgroups continue to advance their achievement; however, impact data analyzed in fall of 2013 indicate that a disproportionate percentage of schools are adversely affected by one or more subgroups not meeting the higher expectations. As well, the minimum group size reduction from 50 to 30 students in the 2012-2013 assessment year further magnified the impact of the higher expectations. Fluctuations in the number of students in a subgroup from year to year created inconsistencies when comparing a high pass rate in the prior year to the current year’s achievement of a different cohort of students.  Hence, the Board’s policy, which has been coined the “no backsliding” policy, created unintended consequences during 2012-2013 that must be addressed immediately to avoid unfairly labeling schools as not meeting federal AMOs in the fall of 2014-2015 based on assessments administered in 2013-2014.  

Schools should maintain high expectations for all subgroups, and in particular, should engage in efforts to maintain exceptional achievement among subgroups demonstrating such achievement.  However, to mitigate the unintended consequences of the higher expectations embedded among the provisions to meet AMOs, the higher expectations will be used as an incentive for schools and subgroups.  Beginning with the 2014-2015 accountability year (2013-2014 assessment year), a subgroup will be considered as meeting the federal AMOs for reading and mathematics if: 
1) the subgroup’s current year pass rate meets or exceeds the target; 2) the subgroup’s three year average meets or exceeds the target; or 3) the subgroup reduces the failure rate by 10 percent as compared to the prior year (safe harbor).  Schools with subgroups that meet the AMOs by the aforementioned provisions, and have one or more subgroups meeting the higher expectations approved by the Board in October 2012, will receive a status of Met All Federal AMOs and Higher Expectations. The Did Not Meet All Federal AMOs – MHE (did not Meet Higher Expectations) status will be discontinued. 


