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On behalf of the Department and the Board of Education, I would like to commend you for your ongoing support of English Language Learners or ELLs, and for your attendance at the first annual statewide Title III consortium conference.

Virginia and Georgia are the only two states to establish a statewide Title III consortium.   Let me share some quick background information on Virginia’s Consortium.  In recognition of the fact that almost half of Virginia divisions were receiving $2,500 or less in Title III funds, the Department established the consortium in the belief that more could be accomplished together rather than individually. The benefits go beyond fiscal assistance, allowing for collaboration to meet the needs of ELLs and their families, enhancing professional development programs for educators creating opportunities for joint advocacy at the division, state, and national levels, and sharing resources.
The Department is particularly pleased to be able to sponsor this conference for the 62 consortia divisions and offer you the opportunity to examine the most current research and best practices from national experts and practitioners in the Commonwealth.  Please take the opportunity to network with fellow educators about the successes and challenges that you face in your schools and communities.  Often, it is through these informal conversations with colleagues that you find solutions and glean ideas that will help you address the needs of English language learners.    

Over the next two days you have an impressive array of speakers: 
1. Dr. Margarita Calderon, no stranger to Virginia, will share her experiences in successfully addressing the needs of ELLs and recommend strategies for replicating successful strategies in your school division. 

1. Dr. Alba Ortiz has worked extensively with ELLs with both language barriers and learning disabilities and will offer prevention and early intervention strategies for dually identified English language learners experiencing achievement difficulties.    

1. Dr. Jessica Costa, who has extensive experience as a teacher and trainer for the WIDA consortium and incidentally, a former Virginia teacher, will discuss how students of diverse linguistic backgrounds learn and communicate well in a new language. 

1. Jane Hill has conducted extensive research on integration of the teaching of language in all content areas and will share her strategies for divisions with a low incidence of ELL populations.  

1. Dr. Diane Fenner will share her K-12 experience of teaching ELLs in Fairfax County Public Schools and also her extensive national advocacy work.

1. Dr. Kathleen Leos will offer insight through research based strategies on how to ensure ELLs learn language and literacy at grade-level and within each content area.

1. Colleagues from other Virginia divisions will share promising practices and insights ranging from teaching strategies, working with long-term ELLs, ensuring federal compliance, staffing, and successful involvement of parents.

I would also like to take the opportunity to highlight our vision for Virginia’s education system of the future.  We continue to work closely with the Governor’s office, General Assembly members, you, and other stakeholders to consider practical ways to reform our accountability to build on past success.  We believe that accountability should reflect a broad base of assessments, include measures of student growth, and encourage and reward progress.  Much of that reform work will help to define engagement by ELL students in future years.   
In closing, I hope you find the statewide Title III consortium conference worthwhile and you return to your school divisions with a renewed energy to meet the needs of our English Language Learners statewide.  

The population of students is growing rapidly in Virginia and they deserve our best efforts to prepare them for the future.

Thank you for all that you do to assist and educate the students of the Commonwealth of Virginia.  Best wishes for a terrific conference.




