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Research Base
· At least one hundred years of research has demonstrated the importance of vocabulary development to academic progress.  (Anderson & Nagy, 1991)
· Academic vocabulary, the specialized and sophisticated language of text, is a particular source of difficulty for students who struggle with comprehension. 
(Kelley, Lesaux, Kieffer, & Faller, 2010)
· A large number of students reach sixth grade without gaining the sophisticated vocabulary they need to read for understanding.  (Kieffer & Lesaux, 2010)

Characteristics of Appropriate Middle Level Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment
1. Educators value young adolescents and are prepared to teach them.
2. Students and teachers are engaged in active, purposeful learning.
3. Curriculum is challenging, exploratory, integrative, and relevant.
4. Educators use multiple teaching and learning approaches.
5. Varied and ongoing assessments advance learning as well as assess it.                                 
							                                                (AMLE, 2010)

Model of Effective Vocabulary Development
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Sample Plans for Intentional Vocabulary Instruction and Assessment
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From Vocabularians: Integrated Word Study in the Middle Grades (Stenhouse, 2015)
Brenda J. Overturf, with Leslie Montgomery and Margot Holmes Smith
Effective Middle School Vocabulary Instruction
· Start with an engaging piece of short text.
· Less is more—depth over breadth.
· Increase opportunities to talk.
· Teach specific strategies for word learning (context, word parts, reference materials).
· Incorporate activities to promote word consciousness.
· Use the writing process as vehicle for vocabulary development.
· Recognize the importance of personal connections. 
					                (Kelley, Lesaux, Kieffer, & Faller, 2010)

Individual Word Instruction
· Informally assess student word knowledge.
· Select a small number of high-utility words.
· Introduce words in context.
· Develop student-friendly definitions of individual words within networks of meaning.
· Teach and reinforce word parts when introducing multisyllabic words.
· Engage students in active and creative practice to help develop connections.
· Assess in ways that help students grow.
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Word Colors:
1. Choose a multisyllabic vocabulary word.
2. Write the word on one side of the card.
3. Choose a color to represent the word you wrote.
4. Lightly color over the word on the card using the color you chose.
5. On the other side of the card, write a sentence using at least 7 words explaining why the color represents the word. 
6. Asking students to justify the decision is an example of metaphorical thinking.
 (Overturf, Montgomery, & Smith, 2015)
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