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On behalf of the Department and the Board of Education, I would like to commend you for your ongoing support of English Language Learners. I am particularly pleased that the Department is able to offer this networking conference for the second year to Title III consortium members.

Last year we had 62 divisions in the consortia and in 2015-2016 we have 68, an indication that more can be accomplished together than individually. Virginia believes that by establishing the state consortium, only one of two among all the states, we can provide greater collaboration to meet the needs of ELLs and their families, enhance professional development programs for educators, share resources, and create opportunities for joint advocacy at the division, state, and national levels.

I am encouraged by the increased achievement of English Language Learners across the Commonwealth. Our most current data, based on the 2014-2015 Standards of Learning test results, show a five percent increase in mathematics achievement and a seven percent increase in reading achievement.  The gains confirm that we are closing the achievement gap. 
We continue to work closely with the Governor’s office, General Assembly, you, and other stakeholders to consider practical ways to reform our accountability to build on past success.  We believe that accountability should reflect a broad base of assessments, include measures of student growth, and encourage and reward progress.  Much of that reform work will help to define the way educators engage ELL students in future years.  
I applaud you for your efforts, but our work continues. The effort to increase college and career pathways for all students remains a priority for Virginia school divisions. High schools face many challenges in ensuring all students are college and career ready. Not only must high schools raise the expectations they place on students and help them set more ambitious postsecondary goals, but they must also provide a wider array of supports to help students meet their individual goals.  While we continue to make gains in graduation rates, we still recognize the complex challenges confronting schools in striving to improve the graduation rates of our English Language Learners.  As I travel around the state and have the opportunity to go into high school classrooms, I am encouraged that your commitment will make a difference.         

This conference offers you the opportunity to examine the most current research and best practices from national experts and practitioners in the Commonwealth.  Over the next two days you have an impressive set of speakers: 

0. Dr. Kate Kinsella, a familiar voice to Virginia school divisions, will share her expertise in coaching teachers and administrators as well as co-teaching to meet the needs of ELLs. She will recommend teaching strategies to replicate in your school divisions and in your classrooms. 

1. Jane Hill has conducted extensive research on the integration of the teaching of language in all content areas.  She was so well received last year at the first consortium conference, we have asked her to return and continue her dialogue as you continue to work with small ELL populations.  

1. Dr. Brenda Overturf  is the author of two books that are designed for educators who want to increase knowledge and competency with word study while bringing interest, motivation, and pleasure to student learning, especially for high-risk populations. 

1. Sal Romero, appointed by Governor Terry McAuliffe to the Virginia Board of Education, was an English language learner himself when he came to America from Mexico more than 20 years ago.  He will share his inspiring story and how his experiences drive his passion and commitment as an educator.

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Last, but certainly not least, your colleagues, many of whom share similar challenges, will present promising practices, effective teaching strategies, and successful involvement of parents.

I trust you will find the statewide Title III consortium conference worthwhile and you return to your school divisions with a renewed energy to meet the needs of our English Language Learners. Please take the opportunity to network with colleagues about the successes and challenges that you face in your schools and communities. Engage our Title III Department team in conversation.  Often, it is through these informal conversations that you find solutions and glean ideas that will help you address the needs of our students, no matter what path brought them to your schools. 

Again, thank you for all that you do to educate the students of the Commonwealth.   Best wishes for a terrific conference.

