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Definition of Refugee Students 
 
The refugee student is an individual who is outside his/her country and is unable or 
unwilling to return to that country because of a well-founded fear that she/he will be 
persecuted because of race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or membership in a 
particular social group. This does not include persons displaced by natural disasters or 
persons who, although displaced, have not crossed an international border or persons 
commonly known as “economic migrants,” whose primarily reason for flight has been a 
desire for personal betterment rather than persecution. 
 


