Meet Giovanni
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Giovanni (second from right) plays with fellow 
preschoolers.
He is five. He has perfectly coiffed hair, a thin gold bracelet from his mama, and a teacher who adores him.  He cruises around his kindergarten classroom, hunting down a favorite book and leaving a scented trail of men’s cologne in his wake. “I found it!” he exclaims, and then furiously flips the pages. “See!” he says, as a pop-up butterfly flies open. “There it is.”
Then he turns to a visitor: “I’m Giovanni,” he says. “I’m funny.”
Like many other students in this classroom, Giovanni was born in the United States. Like all students in his class, he is busily learning English, as well as a love of literacy and all the other skills that will make him a successful first grader. 
“What are you learning?” his teacher asks.
“Nothing!” he answers. “I’m playing!”
Two months ago, Giovanni couldn’t have even answered that question in English. 
For discussion:  Based upon today’s presentation, what background information and resources could the teacher use to better understand Giovanni’s social and academic levels?




Meet Amy 
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On a recent evening, before her shift at the meatpacking plant, where Amy is a “cleaner,” scrubbing the blood and guts from grinders, blenders, cutters, and other equipment, Amy slides onto a long bench in the elementary cafeteria. It’s time for her other work learning English, just like her 13-year-old daughter and eight-year-old son, both born in this country, have already done.
After 14 years in America, Amy, a thin, youthful woman with dramatically arched eyebrows and carefully lined lips, can keep up in English conversation. But some questions still stump her, like this one: “Why are you here tonight?”
For work, perhaps? She waves her hand “No, no.” She listens to the question again. She understands. She knows the answer. It’s just a matter of finding exactly the right words. She pauses. “I like English for help with my boy and daughter in school,” she says. “For homework,” she adds purposefully. 
For discussion:  Why is it important to assist parents of English learners in learning English?





Meet Alex 
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He’s a senior at in high school with college plans, who speaks unaccented English, likes math best, and has an after-school job at Burger King that interferes just a bit with his social life. A typical teenager? Maybe. Not every kid shares his part-time earnings with his mother so that she doesn’t have to work so incredibly hard.
Alex is a second-generation American, born in Los Angeles. He speaks Spanish at home, but quickly learned English “because I wanted to have friends!” He moved to Virginia in 2000 with his mother, but during those first years he hardly saw her. 
She worked long hours saving money for the support of Alex’s older brother, still in Guatemala. She came home, cooked, and fell into bed exhausted. Without her to talk to, Alex pretty much forgot his Spanish.
Now he takes a “Spanish for Native Speakers” class in school, and has both “American” and Spanish-speaking friends. He is perfectly bilingual—and he plans to keep it that way. When he has kids some day, he’ll speak to them in “pure Spanish some days, English and Spanish on other days,” and their language and heritage will be preserved for another generation, he says confidently.
For discussion:  Why is it important for English learners to keep their first language when learning a second language?





[bookmark: _GoBack]Meet Carlos (on the left)
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Carlos is a bright, engaging student in Mrs. Wilson's 10th-grade Chemistry class. He is very social and can talk his way into (or out of) anything. He participates in class discussions and listens carefully to instructions.

When it comes to writing lab reports, however, he struggles. His Chemistry teacher, Mrs. Wilson, is surprised to see how many gaps there are in his writing after reviewing his first lab report since he clearly understood the lab activity in class and explained the directions verbally to his peers. She knows that Carlos also speaks Spanish. She had assumed he was fluent in English, but now she is beginning to wonder about her initial assumption.

Need to know:
· The difference between social and academic language
· The importance of looking beyond vocabulary
· How academic language will be used in your classroom

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/academic-language-and-ells-what-teachers-need-know
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