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Mobile Apps Are In Your Future 

By Rebecca Scott, regional program manager, Region 1, the city of Norton and the counties 

of Lee, Scott, and Wise 

 

Ten months ago, four talented IT students and their gifted professor at Mountain 

Empire Community College developed an amazing outreach tool for our program 

that launched us into the world of mobile learning.  We did not imagine then that 

the GED® study app they created would now have over 15,000 active downloads, 

over 50,000 total downloads, and a perfect five-star approval rating from users.  We 

did not realize then that this would be the first free app for GED® study in the 

nation.  

 

The Race2GED app has two layers of information with the primary content giving 

background on the 2002 GED® test, examples of questions in the five content areas, 

a practice session that gives feedback for correct or incorrect answers, and access to 

a free online GED Practice Test. The secondary content gives users complete 

information on all of our services, including class locations and schedules, mapping 

to class sites, access to free online study resources from  our website, and local 

GED® registration and testing details. 

 

The good news for your program is that our app was created in Open Source to 

allow wider distribution to benefit adult learners everywhere. The app can be 

modified to market the services of your adult education program, as SHINE, the 

Shenandoah Initiative for Adult Education, just did in January. Programs in California 

and Nebraska are considering replication as well. The technicians who created our 

app can quickly modify the secondary content to market your services. Contact us at 

rscott@race2ged.org for details.  

 

Download instructions for the Android app: 

Go to the Google Play Store, type in “Race2ged” and select the app. YouTube video 

instructions are on our www.race2ged.org website.  Type in “SHINE” to select the 

new Shenandoah regional program app. 

 

Future of the current app: 

One of our developers has undertaken the job of updating our GED® content to the 

2014 test as part of his coursework in software development at UVA-Wise. 

 
 

 

 

 

COABE National Conference 

March 24-28, 2013 

New Orleans 

 

VAILL 2013  

July 10-12 

Radford University 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Countdown 

 

Only 10 months until the new 

GED
®
 Test 

 

February Numbers 

 

Tested - 2,734 

Passed - 1,036 

Incomplete - 895  

 

Race to GED budget 

amendments must be submitted 

no later than April 19, 2013, and 

your final reimbursement is due 

June 1, 2013. 

GGEEDD®®  

SSppootteemmsseellvveess  



 

 

Why the Android format: 

Android is the most common smartphone platform, followed by iPhone and 

Blackberry devices. Demographically, Android phones are especially common among 

young adults, African-Americans, and low-income adults who have not completed 

high schools while iPhones and Blackberry devices are most prevalent among college 

graduates and the financially well-off. 

                                                                                                          

                                                      
 

 

GED Update 

By Debbie Bergtholdt, state GED administrator 

 

Currently there are 46 Pearson VUE testing centers around the state that are 

offering computer based GED® testing. There are 23 existing paper testing centers 

that need to complete their part I of the application to become a Pearson VUE 

center, but there are many more in various stages of conversion. 

 

During the monthly GED administrator conference call, it was announced that a free 

2014 practice test will be released in September.  The official practice test will be 

available in the fall from a variety of vendors.  The price has not been finalized but is 

expected to be about $4.00 per module or $16.00 for the entire battery. In addition, 

a computer skills tutorial will be released this summer. 

 

The high school equivalency passing standard has been set for the 2014 test.  The 

test will be scaled at around 100 to around 200. The passing standard will be 150 per 

individual subject area module and 600 for the battery.  No longer will we have to 

explain how you can have minimal passing score on each subject but not pass the 

test!  Scoring standards for the College and Career Readiness endorsement are yet 

to be determined. 

 

Four Virginia testing centers will be hosting Elizabeth Barrett from the GED Testing 

Service® as she conducts focus groups to discuss the clarity and efficacy of the 2014 

transcript report. Fairfax, Chesterfield, Hampton, and Virginia Beach will invite 

students who have taken at least one module of the current test to attend the focus 

group reviews that are scheduled for later this month. 

 

 

  MMoonneeyy  MMaatttteerrss  

 

Beginning with the period 2013-

2015, English Literacy and 

Civics (EL/Civics) Education 

grants will be competed for 

multiple years.  Applications 

for 2013-2015 will require a two-

year plan and an annual 

application for funding.  

Following the 2013-2015 cycle, 

funds will be competed for a 

three-year cycle with an annual 

application for funding.  Annual 

awards beginning with FY2013-

2014 will be granted each year 

based on applicants’ annual 

performance and adherence to 

the considerations and 

priorities of the grant and are 

contingent upon the availability 

of EL/Civics funds.  Additional 

information will be available 

with the release of the RFP for 

the 2013-2015 competition. 

  

Third quarter match, program 

income, and State Lead 

Coordinating Agency (SLCA) 

reports are due April 10, 2013. 



 

A Visit to Regions 12 and 15 

Dr. Susan Clair, director, Office of Adult Education and Literacy  

 

Dr. Mike Nusbaum,  specialist for adult secondary and ISAEP programs,  and I visited 

Region 12 in early February. The first stop on the visit was in Franklin County to take 

a tour of the spectacular Franklin Center, a high-tech workforce development center 

equipped with state-of-the art distance education and training classrooms. The next 

stop was a visit to Henry County Alternative Education and Adult Education 

program. We met with Lynn Fitzgibbons, regional specialist, who gave us a tour of 

the adult education and alternative education program.  We visited several adult 

education classrooms as well as the ISAEP program where students were taking an 

online personal finance class. 

 

                           

Dr. Nusbaum, Lynn Fitzgibbons, region 12 

instructional specialist, Dr. Clair, Robin 

Gravely, Henry County lead teacher, and 

Stacey Wright, regional program manager 

Region 12 

                                                                       . 

 

    

 

Next  stop was a visit to Danville City adult education program with program 

manager Jackie Rochford. We visited a PluggedIn VA classroom at the center where 

students showed great enthusiasm and intererest in the program. 

 

 

 

 
        
Pictured, Dr. Mike Nusbaum, Jackie 

Rochford, Danville program manager, Dr. 

Clair, and Stacey Wright. 

 

 

 

 

 

Exciting things are happening in the Chesterfield County ESL program! Jim Andre and 

I visited a very dynamic ESL evening program at Meadowbrook High School. Program 

Coordinator, Cat Dillingham, ESOL Coordinator and HabibaTaj gave a tour of ESL 

classrooms ranging from ESL Beginning to ESL Advanced. We even got to see a 

TOEFEL class being taught to students preparing for postsecondary education.          

 

OAEL 

Phone: 804-225-2053 

Fax: 804-225-3352 

 

Please visit our Web site for 

more information about adult 

education and literacy in 

Virginia and for news and 

updates throughout the month. 

 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/adulted/index.shtml



