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With the arrival of the 2014 GED test and new guidelines for college and career 

readiness, it is important that adult education practitioners continue to ask questions 

and engage in dialog about best practices for classroom instruction and program 

management that ensures that college and career ready learning standards in reading, 

writing, and mathematics are taught in every Virginia adult education classroom – 

standards that will strengthen our learners’  preparation for college and the work force 

before leaving the program.  

 

This issue of our newsletter will, we hope, help instructors and administrators begin a 

dialog about the implications for program management and classroom instruction 

resulting from the adoption of these new sets of standards. 

  

 

Standards In the Classroom 

 

Jacqui Murray is a prolific technology blogger.  In a recent article, she identifies some 

compelling changes that College and Career Readiness Standards will bring to the 

classroom.  Below is her list. To read the entire blog entry visit her blog,  Ask a Tech 

Teacher.  

 

1. Depth not width – Dig into ideas. Make them clearer, more robust. Teachers will 

cover fewer topics in a year, but with greater detail. Trust that the breadth of learning 

will come from that deeper understanding. The accepted pedagogy that similar topics be 

introduced every year, each with more detail, is no longer. Now, students will cover new 

topics at each grade level–fewer but fuller. 

 

2. Nonfiction, not fiction – Literacy and reading are likely to be comprehensive 

narratives rather than inference from stories. Why? Post-high school reading in both 

college and career is more often expository than fiction as high school grads study 

for college courses or receive specific training on a job. Students need to know how 

to perform the critical reading necessary to pick through the staggering amount of 

print and digital information required to thrive at the game called life.  

 

3. Evidence is required – It will be paramount that students logically and dispassionately 

prove their claims with organic conversations and authentic, well-understood evidence. 

Statements must have supporting facts that stand up under cerebral scrutiny.  A claim of 

acceptability because it is ‘their interpration’ will not be sufficient.  
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4. Speaking and listening – Anyone who thrives in the adult world knows the 

importance of these two skills. Now, they will be taught in the K-12 curriculum. The 

youngest learners will have guidelines for how to carry on a conversation–come to a 

discussion prepared, listen respectfully to others, take turns speaking, build on each 

other’s conversations, ask clarifying questions. As they advance grade levels, so too will 

the requirements. 

 

5. Technology is part of most/all standards – Not overtly, but teachers will find a 

fundamental understanding of how technology scaffolds learning to be essential in 

delivering standards correctly. Many times, standards expect knowledge be 

‘collaborated on, published and shared’. This is done through technology–pdfs, printing, 

publishing to blogs and wikis, sharing via Tagxedos and Animotos. Students and teachers 

will use the internet, online tools, software, tech devices as vehicles for achieving 

educational goals. No longer will they be ‘fun’ tools employed in the computer lab. Now, 

they will be integral to the curriculum. This means teachers will have to be comfortable 

with iPads, online widgets, Google Docs, and all those geeky tools that they admired 

from afar, when colleagues used them, promising they would try them ‘one day’. That 

day has arrived. 

 

6. Life skills are emphasized across subject areas – It’s not good enough that students 

can write in literacy classes. The new standards expect them to communicate just as 

effectively in every subject. And, where critical thinking has always been fundamental to 

math and science, that now expands to all classes. Students must understand cause and 

effect, transfering  knowledge from one subject area to another throughout their 

educational day. That means  math teachers must pay attention to writing and literature 

teachers to cognitive processes. 

 

7. An increase in rigor – Accountability will be expected of students and teachers. Too 

often, passing a test was all the assessment that was expected. Classroom instruction 

will now be required to ask for more–transfer of knowledge (see 6 above), evidence of 

learning, student as risk-taker, authenticity of lessons, vertical planning, learning with 

increasingly less scaffolding and prompting, and differentiated instruction so all learners 

get it. 

 

These changes to classroom instruction are written from a K-12 perspective but are 

probably, if not certainly, parallel  to the changes that will be coming to adult education 

classes.  How are you preparing?  

 

 

Did you know that the Virginia Adult Learning Resource Center’s Communities Portal 

Page helps you stay up to date with important events and advances in the field of 

adult education? The portal page provides access to free, high quality resources and 

a means for colleagues in the state and across the country to connect with each 

other. 

 

 

OAEL 

Phone: 804-225-2053 

Fax: 804-225-3352 

 

Please visit the OAEL Web site 

for more information about 

adult education and literacy in 

Virginia and for news and 

updates throughout the month. 

 

  MMoonneeyy  MMaatttteerrss  

                     
 

Final reimbursement requests 

for approved technology 

purchases are due by April 17, 

2014. 
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