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ADULT EDUCATION MEMO NO. 010-18


DATE:	September 28, 2018
	
TO: 		Adult Education Program Administrators

FROM: 	George R. Willcox, Director, Operations & Accountability
		Office of Career, Technical, and Adult Education

[bookmark: _GoBack]SUBJECT:	Extension of Approval of Tests Suitable for Use in the National Reporting System 

This memo provides notice of the federal announcement of extension of approval of test suitable for use in the National Reporting System (NRS). The full announcement, listing approved forms and formats, is available in the Federal Register.

English as a Second Language (ESL) tests and test forms determined to be suitable for use in the NRS and which had approvals for use through February 2, 2019 have been granted extended approval to February 2, 2021. These includes the Basic English Skills Test (BEST) Literacy, the Basic English Skills Test (BEST) Plus 2.0, the Comprehensive Adult Student Assessment Systems (CASAS) Life and Work Listening Assessments, the Comprehensive Adult Student Assessment Systems (CASAS) Reading Assessments,and the Tests of Adult Basic Education Complete Language Assessment System – English (TABE/CLAS-E).

Tests with NRS approvals expiring on February 2, 2019 have been approved through a sunset period ending June 30, 2019. These include Comprehensive Adult Student Assessment Systems (CASAS) Reading Assessments, Comprehensive Adult Student Assessment Systems (CASAS) Life Skills Math Assessment – Application of Mathematics, the General Assessment of Instructional Needs (GAIN) – Test of English Skills, General Assessment of Instructional Needs (GAIN) – Test of Math Skills, the Massachusetts Adult Proficiency Test (MAPT) for Math, the Massachusetts Adult Proficiency Test (MAPT) for Reading, the Tests of Adult Basic Education (TABE 9/10), and the Tests of Adult Basic Education Survey (TABE Survey). 

The sunset period should be used to transition to other tests suitable for use in the NRS. This transition should include staff training and purchasing of new assessment materials. See Directors Memo 008-18 for training and certification requirements and procedures for NRS-approved assessments. According to Policy Number 11 of the Assessment and Distance Education Policy for Virginia Adult Education and Literacy Programs, programs may not pre- and post-test using two different assessments to measure and report educational gain. Plan accordingly for the 2018-2019  and 2019-2020 program years. The Assessment and Distance Education Policy will be updated to reflect the extended approvals.
If you have any questions, please contact Heidi Silver-Pacuilla, Ph.D., Adult Education Coordinator, by email at oael@doe.virginia.gov or by telephone at (804) 786-3347.
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