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Mission: to educate students in the fundamental knowledge and academic 
subjects that they need to become capable, responsible, and self-reliant citizens..



The Virginia Department of Education continues to lead in innovative Information Technology (IT) education reform and is committed to providing high school students with technology training and credentials that will propel them onwards in business literacy as competent members of the 21st-century workforce.

Microsoft is excited to continue partnering with the Commonwealth of Virginia to support its educational mission and goals through the Microsoft IT Academy program.  The Microsoft IT Academy program provides a complete IT education solution that bridges school and the workplace. The program is designed to help drive employability, digital literacy, technical and STEM-focused training and certification, and 21st-century workforce development for students. 

The Microsoft IT Academy program provides students a solid foundation in academics as well as technical skills and contributes to their successful transition to further education in advanced technology and STEM-related careers.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Virginia is in its third year of program deployment with strong momentum in reaching out to educators statewide. One objective for the deployment in year 3 continues to increase the number of teachers trained at each school on using the program’s resources and setting up for testing and certifying students. Another objective is to increase student certifications by testing closer to the time the product is taught rather than at the end of the semester or school year: “Teach It, Test It.” Our goal is to go beyond Career and Technical Education (CTE) courses, with a focus on targeting teachers in all courses.

Highlights / News
· Student Microsoft Office Certifications increased by over 15% to a total of 8,845 as of June 30.
· Thirty-six students achieved the MOS Master certification, which requires passing four individual MOS examinations that include Word, Excel, PowerPoint and one of four electives. 
· Regional Trainings: Fifteen teachers attended in-person training at Bland High School on October 29; 11 teachers attended the training at Triplett Technical Center in Shenandoah County on November 7; 14 teachers attended the training in Surry County on November 8. The sessions were well attended and the evaluations were excellent with many participants saying that it was the best training they have ever had and that they couldn’t wait to try some of the ideas and techniques in their classrooms.
· Recent Prince Edward County High School graduate, Colin Werth, earned five Microsoft Office Specialist Certifications. Colin worked with instructor Jessica Tibbs, to master many programs, complete practice tests, and work through Microsoft IT Academy curricula. Colin's certifications include Microsoft Word 2010, Microsoft Word 2010 Expert, Microsoft Excel, Microsoft PowerPoint, and Microsoft Outlook. Colin is the first student from Prince Edward County High school to obtain five industry certifications.
· [image: http://farm6.staticflickr.com/5321/9079997702_65fa51a3db_c.jpg]Corey Coyne (shown right) represented the Commonwealth of Virginia at the 2013 MOS US Nationals, held in Park City, UT. Corey competed in the Word 2007 competition, and took second place.  He is from Patriot High School, Prince William County Public Schools.
· The Virginia SkillsUSA contest was held in April to recognize top IT students within the state. Microsoft supported the contest by providing awards for the top three finishers. #1 was provided a Microsoft Surface RT Tablet with Office Home and Student 2013; #2 was provided a $100 gift certificate to the Microsoft Store; and #3 was provided a $50 gift certificate to the Microsoft Store. All 14 student participants (shown left) were given a copy [image: ]of Microsoft Office Professional 2013. Attached is a picture of the 14 contestants – permission provided by James Harper, SkillsUSA Computer Maintenance Technology Contest Chairperson. Special thanks to James and all of the contestants’ advisors for their great work with these students. 
· The Virginia Department of Education case study was published in June highlighting program and certification success. 
· [image: ]In 2013 all school divisions in Regions 3, 7 and 8 were provided grants to support a program deployment coordinator to increase program benefit and certification success.
· Summer Conferences: ~150 teachers attended 7 IT Academy program and certification sessions and 100 teachers   tested for their MOS certification. Cassein Carter (shown right), a business and information technology teacher at Matoaca High School, Chesterfield County. Mr. Carter was the first teacher to receive a Microsoft Certified ribbon at the conference.  Evaluations were very positive – 98%. 
· The IT Academy public website was launched in March to communicate the value of the program to the Virginia legislature, community, parents and a special section created for teacher resources.
· [image: ]Aric Mills (pictured below) is a graduate of Sherando High School, Frederick County Public Schools: “When I was in high school, my business teacher convinced me that it would be a good idea to get all of the Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) certifications and become MOS Certified. After graduating from The College of William and Mary, I was immediately able to find employment as a quality analyst with Rubbermaid Commercial Products LLC, not only because of my college degree, but due largely to the MOS certification that I had obtained in high school.  Nearly one and a half years later I was hired by American International Group, Inc. (AIG), also strongly due to having the MOS certification. Without having the MOS certification I would not have been able to land these amazing job opportunities.” 



Success metrics
The population measured for Success Metrics is the number of Virginia High Schools enrolled in the Microsoft IT Academy program.  The Virginia Department of Education and Microsoft IT Academy program partnership began September 2011 and includes 376 high schools.  
Over 45,000 students are enrolled in the priority CTE courses, over the coming school year, the program will be extended to some AP courses and school programs.
We expect the success metric numbers to continue to increase as they have in previous years. The numbers* reflected below are based on local data as of February 14, 2014:
	
	Pre ITA
2010/2011
Actual
	Year 1
2011/2012
Actual
	Year 2
2012/2013
Actual
	Year 3
2013/2014
To Date

	# of Schools Trained and Using IT Academy Program Resources Statewide
	--
	200
	358
	376

	# of Student Certifications Earned*
	5,866
	7,632
	8,845
	3,447
Goal: 11,057



The following table shows the top 10 schools with the most number of certifications earned during the 2012-2013 school year. The basis of the award recipients was the top 10 schools with the highest number of student Microsoft Office Specialist and Microsoft Technology Associate certifications earned during the 2nd semester (Jan 15, 2013– June 30, 2013) based on the ratio of number of students certified: number of students enrolled in the CTE Priority Courses:
	School Name
	Total Number of Certifications*

	Halifax High School/Halifax County Public Schools
	310

	Marshall High School/Fairfax County Public Schools
	224

	Nansemond River High School/Suffolk City Public Schools
	200

	Park View High School/Mecklenburg County Public Schools
	181

	Granby High School/Norfolk City Public Schools
	176

	Stonewall Jackson High School/Prince William County Public Schools
	147

	Bluestone High School/Mecklenburg County Public Schools
	140

	Franklin County High School/Franklin County Public Schools
	138

	Patriot High School/Prince William County Public Schools
	136

	James Wood High School/Frederick County Public Schools
	134


*Source: Certiport. Note: the majority of certification testing occurs at the end of spring semester when most students have completed the course content.
 (
In their own words
…
………………………………..
Year 2 saw outstanding results with the Microsoft IT Academy program in Virginia. A few quotes from our Virginia teachers:
“I wanted to let you know that our student who asked to take the Excel MOS Test passed on his first attempt!”
“My student is continuing his education beyond high school but has landed a full-time job (with benefits!) 
with
in an accounting and purchasing department at a local company.  The company was so impressed with his MOS Word 2010 credential and asked if he was certified in Excel 2010.  He took our Computer Information Systems course last year where he became certified in Word so he knew other credentials existed but when the opportunity presented itself he had to jump on it and ask if he could sit for the exam.“
“Thank you so much for all you do and helping our students increase their employability!”
“Some of my students work part time as network administrators. Others have picked up summer internships that they will complete before heading to college. My students are succeeding because they have the confidence and also the capability. I give them a lot of encouragement, but the key piece is when I explain the difference in salary for an entry-level network engineer with certification and one without certification. They are motivated by the boost in pay and also by the fact that they are accomplishing something that not many people can do.”
)The map below illustrates the location of 376 Virginia High Schools where the IT Academy program is in use and the location of certification testing centers.
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