Virginia Student is First EVER from United States to Win Microsoft World Championship

John Dumoulin, a 17-year-old varsity baseball player, Eagle Scout, and Future Business Leader of America (FBLA) member from Forest Park High School, Prince William County, Virginia, became the first American to ever take home the World Championship Excel trophy at the Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) World Championship event hosted by Certiport and endorsed by Microsoft.  John’s Career and Technical Education courses have included Computer Information Systems; Advanced Computer Information System; Design, Multimedia and Web Technologies; and Economics and Personal Finance.  Through the Microsoft Image Academy provided by the Virginia Department of Education, John has amassed nine Board of Education approved credentials—eight in Microsoft Office Specialist certifications and one in W!SE financial literacy.   
John got his start using Excel to track stats for his favorite baseball team – the L.A. Dodgers – and it came full circle last week as he attended his first Dodger game and competed against 156 other finalists from 49 countries to take home the coveted Excel trophy from the final round of competition in Anaheim, California from July 31-August 2, 2017. 
In its sixteenth year, the competition attracted more than 560,000 candidates from 122 countries who took a qualifying MOS certification exam to demonstrate their mastery of Microsoft Word, Excel, and PowerPoint.  Regional competitions were held worldwide and 157 student finalists competed in the final round of competition where the competitors participated in unique project-based tests to demonstrate their ability to create documents, spreadsheets, and presentations. Each first-place winner was presented with a $7,000 cash prize.
Over the past several years, Excel Champions have come from Nepal, China, Macau, Brazil, Peru, Singapore, and Hong Kong – but until now the title has eluded the United States.  
“The Microsoft Office Specialist World Championship is inspiring – not only because these students won an impressive award, but because they have gained valuable workforce skills that will benefit them throughout their academic and career pursuits,” said Aaron Osmond, General Manager at Certiport. “The best part is watching the champions go home and then report back to us with all of the amazing things they are doing academically and in the workforce. Microsoft Office Specialist certification truly changes lives.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Share John’s success by watching his video interview, photo after his win, or the awards ceremony.  
 
