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	Fact Sheet:

Machining Skills Certification Program from the National Institute for Metalworking Skills (NIMS)


	Preparation can be obtained in the appropriate course sequence in Trade and Industrial Education.



	Credentialing Program 
	NIMS Machining Skills Certification Program



	Industry Certifications
	NIMS Credentialing Exams for Machining Level I:

*Machining Level I certifications are offered in seven different machining skill cluster areas, each of which allows an individual to focus on skill sets that are most important to their job or career objectives.

· Measurement, Materials, & Safety Skills*
· Job Planning, Benchwork, & Layout Skills

· Milling Skills

· Drill Press Skills

· Surface Grinding Skills

· Turning Between Center Skills

· Turning-Chucking Skills
*There are performance exam requirements for all skill cluster areas except “Measurement, Materials, & Safety Skills.”  One written exam is available for both “Turning” skill cluster areas (each turning area has a separate performance exam).

*To be eligible for student-selected verified credit, Virginia secondary students must complete the following credentialing requirements:

· Pass the credentialing requirements for one of the six skill cluster areas that require both a knowledge-based and a performance examination.  *The foundational area, “Measurement, Materials, & Safety Skills” skills cluster, does not qualify as it does not have a performance exam requirement.  “Milling Skills” is a recommended minimum skill cluster area, as the machining job market almost universally requires it.   




	Cost
	Registration Fee:  $40.00

Exam Fee:  $35.00 per exam

While not a requirement to administer NIMS examinations, high schools or technical centers wishing to better align their machining curriculum with the NIMS Machining Level I standards can contact NIMS to begin the process of becoming an accredited training and testing facility.  Institutions can be established as a NIMS Accredited training and examination site by submitting an application fee of $500, plus payment of a site examination fee by a NIMS review team at a cost of $1,000.  Then, along with the advisory committee complete a program self-study to determine how the program meets the national quality standards established by the metalworking industry.  The program then hosts an on-site review by an industry team.

Secondary schools may offer NIMS credentialing exams prior to receiving NIMS program accreditation.



	Testing Procedure


	It is recommended by NIMS that secondary schools provide skill standards training and preparation for students in a minimum of (4) Machining Level I skill cluster areas.  In addition to the two foundation-skill areas, at least two of the remaining five skill cluster areas should be chosen.  Schools can then, in a proctored environment, administer both the knowledge-based examinations (online versions available from NIMS) as well as the related performance examinations (required in six of the seven skill cluster areas).

A school interested in offering training and testing for NIMS credentials should register with NIMS, and request a copy of the “Procedures Manual for NIMS Credentialing.”  The manual contains the policies and procedures needed to pursue credentialing as well as a registration form.

Contact Person for Registering School for NIMS Testing:

James A. Wall, Deputy Director

National Institute for Metalworking Skills (NIMS)

703-352-4971

jwall@nims-skills.org
1. Performance Requirements: 
In Machining Level I, performance requirements involve making parts with the appropriate machine tool according to the specification on a set of prints. NIMS has prints for each of the credentialing areas available in Machining Level I. A part made to meet the requirements for a credential must meet all specifications, satisfy the required accuracy or tolerance requirements, and be checked by a local industry review panel called a MET-TEC. A performance requirement is completed when the MET-TEC signs an Affidavit indicating that the part made by the individual meets NIMS requirements.  

See http://www.nims-skills.org/,“Credentials” and “Credentialing Package” web sections for “NIMS Machining Level I Preparation Guide” for each of the seven credentialing areas.  These guides are content overviews for each credentialing area, and can be downloaded free of charge.

2. Written Exam 
Once the performance requirement has been completed for a particular credentialing area, the Affidavits are submitted to NIMS for review, and the knowledge-based credentialing exam can be scheduled. A passing score on an exam yields the appropriate NIMS Credential for one of the NIMS Machining Level I skill cluster areas. 

	Ordering Information
	See “Credentials”, then the “Sample Tests” web buttons to access the “Credentialing Package” area at:

http://www.nims-skills.org/



	Issuing Entity Web Site for Additional Information


	http://www.nims-skills.org/



	Instructional Materials
	NIMS does offer study materials and texts to assist in self-paced study for these certification examinations.  To help prepare for the Machining Level I examinations, NIMS sells the text, “Machining Level I, II, and III,” in addition to other preparatory materials.

See:  “Credentialing Program Resources”

http://www.nims-skills.org/  



	Certification Board of Education Approved


	Student-selected Verified Credit, CTE Diploma Seal



	CTE Course Correlation
	See Section 7, Trade and Industrial Education, of “CTE Administrative Planning Guide 2005-2006.” 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/Instruction/CTE/apg/



	Issuing Entity Contact
	The National Institute for Metalworking Skills

3251 Old Lee Highway, Suite 205

Fairfax,  VA  22030

703.352.4971

703.352.4991 fax
 

Executive Director

Stephen C. Mandes

smandes@nims-skills.org
Contact Person for Registering School for NIMS Testing:

 

James A. Wall, Deputy Director

NIMS Credentialing Program

703-352-4971

jwall@nims-skills.org
 



	DOE Contact for CTE Curriculum Area
	Jason Clark
Specialist for Trade and Industrial Education

804-225-2828

Jason.clark@doe.virginia.gov


	DOE Contact for Credentialing:
	Gordon Creasy

Specialist for Industry Certification and Licensure

804-225-2057

Gordon.creasy@doe.virginia.gov



