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	Fact Sheet:

American Welding Society Certification Program, Schools Excelling Through National Skill Standards Education Program (SENSE)


	Preparation can be obtained in the appropriate course sequence in Trade and Industrial Education.

	Credentialing Program 
	SENSE Training Program

American Welding Society (AWS)



	Industry Certifications
	*SENSE Program supports three progressive levels of welder expertise and certification.  In general, secondary schools offer the SENSE, Level I, certification, while post-secondary technical institutions offer Levels II and III certifications.

Secondary Level:

· Level 1 – Entry-level Welder*
Postsecondary Level:

· Level 2 – Advanced Welder

· Level 3 – Expert Welder

*Level 1 – Entry-level Welder certification is required for student-selected verified credit eligibility in Virginia.

 

	Cost
	A secondary school must become a “Participating Organization (P.O.).  They must complete the P.O. registration form, sign the Letter of Commitment, and send a check or purchase order for $500.00 to the AWS Education Department.  This will allow schools to:

· Obtain master copies of Level 1 – Entry-level Welder examination in order to administer exam to students in a proctored environment 

· See other benefits at:

http://www.aws.org/education/sense/#downloadinfo

The fee for a successful candidate to be processed by AWS for certification is $15.00.  Successful candidates will be entered into the AWS National Registry for one year.

The following resources should be purchased to establish an AWS Level I—Entry Level Welder instructional program:

· Standards for Level I—Entry Level Welders (AWS QC10)

· Curriculum guides for training Level I—Entry Level Welders (AWS EG2.0)




	Testing Procedure


	To achieve a Level I-Entry Level Welder SENSE certification, a candidate must complete the prescribed training program offered through an AWS-approved “Participating Organization,” and pass the required written and performance-based certification examinations.

AWS examinations must be given in a proctored environment and graded externally.  Local CTE advisory committee assistance is recommended to assist with the external grading/judging of both written and performance portions of the Level 1—Entry Level Welder Certification examination. 

Documented results for successful applicants of Level 1—Entry Level Welder examinations (both written and performance) should be sent by the “Participating Organization” (secondary school) to the AWS Education Department for certification and entry in the AWS National Registry ($15.00 fee per student). 



	Ordering Information
	See:   http://www.aws.org/education/sense/



	Issuing Entity Web Site for Additional Information


	http://www.aws.org/education/sense/



	Instructional Materials
	“Standards for Level 1 – Entry Level Welders” (AWS QC10) and “Curriculum Guides for Training Level 1—Entry Level Welders” (AWS EG2.0) are available from AWS to schools as a “Participating Organization” in the SENSE program.  School divisions should choose supporting curriculum materials.  

See “Knowledge and Skills Expected from Entry Level Welder” at: http://www.aws.org/education/sense/
An instructional materials option:  The National Center for Construction Education and Research (NCCER) has announced the release of “AWS Entry Level Welder—Phase 1,” prepared in cooperation with the American Welding Society.  The new curriculum complies with the American Welding Society’s (AWS) SENSE, Level 1 Entry Level Welder program.  To request an “AWS Entry Level Welder—Phase 1” review copy, contact Prentice Hall Publishers at 1-800-720-3870.




	Certification Board of Education Approved


	Student-selected Verified Credit, CTE Diploma Seal



	CTE Course Correlation
	See Section 7, Trade and Industrial Education, of “CTE Administrative Planning Guide 2005-2006.” 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/Instruction/CTE/apg/



	Issuing Entity Contact
	The American Welding Society (AWS)

550 N.W. LeJeune Road

Miami, FL  33126

800-443-9353 or 305-443-9353

Debbie Guido-Herrera

SENSE Coordinator

dquido@aws.org

 

SENSE Information web page:

http://www.aws.org/education/sense/#downloadinfo



	DOE Contact for CTE Curriculum Area
	Jason Clark
Specialist for Trade and Industrial Education

804-225-2828

Jason.clark@doe.virginia.gov


	DOE Contact for Credentialing:
	Gordon Creasy

Specialist for Industry Certification and Licensure

804-225-2057

Gordon.creasy@doe.virginia.gov



